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There are five key prerequisites for offshore wind 
markets to emerge:  

• Federal and state policy  

• Competitive ocean leasing process 

• Specialized infrastructure 

• Competitively-bid longterm contracts 

• Private sector partners 

Offshore Wind Prerequisites



Federal Permitting: Wind Energy Areas



Specialized Infrastructure 



Private Sector Partners



Deepwater Wind: Project Financed



In the context of 8,300MW of retirements, 
MA’s existing RPS, and the need to 
diversify our energy mix, Rep. Haddad’s 
goals are to a. create a legislative starting 
point for better grid reliability, b. price 
stability, c. encourage a new industry and 
d. enable a cleaner future for our children 
and grandchildren; the Bill: 
• 2,000MW of competitively procured Off 

Shore wind power, every 12-24 months, 
over more than a decade; 

• Aid to small Massachusetts based 
hydro providers; 

• 1,400 MW of shared transmission 
capacity to deliver hydro from Canada 
and  

• 600MW onshore wind in Maine; 
• Expansion of natural gas pipeline.

An “Act to Promote Energy Diversity”
Speaker Pro Tem Patricia Haddad

Competitively-bid Longterm Contracts 



Existing Capacity Retirements



Generational shift from oil / coal to Natural Gas 



Massachusetts over-reliance on Natural Gas

63%



“Way” Offshore Wind
• NIMBY: Outside of view-shed 

• Ratepayer Impact: Competition and higher capacity factor of 
turbines will positively affect pricing. Development of supply 
chain over time will drive down costs 

• Timing: Development timeline just 4 - 6 years from date of 
successful contract award  

• Environmental Benefits: Offshore wind will offset carbon 
emissions in to the atmosphere, mitigating the effects of global 
climate change.  

• Jobs: Measurable economic benefit to Commonwealth. 



Summary

• We are eager to tell the Massachusetts offshore wind story 

• We are working with legislative leaders and the Baker 
administration on ensuring that offshore wind is a piece of the 
long term energy solution for the Commonwealth. 

• Diversifying the energy portfolio of the Commonwealth is critical 
for grid reliability, price stability, and energy security.  

• Join together to advocate for the Massachusetts offshore wind 
opportunity.  

• Continue to work toward multi-state collaboration for longer term, 
sustainable renewables procurement.  
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