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August ‘06 Meeting Minutes

Location: DOER Offices, Boston, MA
Date: 29 August 2006

1. Welcome
a. David O’Connor, Commissioner of Massachusetts Division of Energy Resources, spoke

about the new state energy plan and wind power’s role in Massachusetts’ energy future
(see http://www.mass.gov/doer/)

b. Kate Smolski, GreenPeace, sponsor of our speaker’s US tour, introduced Jens Larsen,
who was the organizer of Middelgrunden, the cooperatively owned offshore wind power
project in the city’s harbor (for more on the tour, see
WWwWWw.greenpeace.org/usa/witnesstour)

2. Feature: Cooperative Development of Copenhagen’s offshore wind project
By Jens Larsen of the Copenhagen Environment and Energy Office, and Energitjenesten

Kgbenhavn.

a. Technical Summary of Middelgrunden Offshore wind farm
i. 20 turbines @ 2 MW =40 MW total, installed in year 2000
ii. Bonus 2 MW (now Siemens)
1. Rotor diameter: 76 m
2. Hub height: 64 m
iii. In the shoals of Copenhagen Harbor about 2 km from the city shores
iv. ~100 GWh/yr, or about 40,000 households

b. Joint Cooperative/Utility venture, very widely popular
I. The “Middelgrunden Wind Co-operative” owns half of the turbines. This Coop

comprises ~8500 members, primarily local citizens, each investing relatively
small amounts of money: ~95% of the members invested €500-3,000.
ii. The local municipal utility “Copenhagen Energy” owns the other half

c. Denmark has a history of both privately and cooperatively owned wind power, although
policy has recently changed and there have been no new installations in recent years. The
country makes about 20% of its electricity from wind power. A large majority of Danes
want more wind turbines.

d. His presentation is posted on the MWWG website.
i. For more info, see also www.middelgrunden.dk/projektinfo/mg-

pjece 300dpi rgb.pdf

3. Announcements & Updates

4. Next meeting
a. Proposed date: Wed. 8" November 2006, 3-5pm. Check the MWWG website to confirm.

b. Location: UMass Amherst
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