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As members of the Department of Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies at UMass Amherst, we recognize 
that anti-Black racism in the US is a pillar of White supremacy and we express our solidarity with those 
protesting against police violence and systemic racism around the country and the world. While these 
latest protests were sparked, most immediately, by the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony 
McDade, and Ahmaud Arbery, we understand that these murders are just the latest iteration of a 
White supremacist state that ultimately protects corporate interests. This is evidenced by the swiftness 
with which these uprisings in defense of Black life, dignity, and freedom dreaming have been violently 
suppressed in so many instances by local police. This makes it even more clear to us, yet again, that 
property and property relations are, themselves, outcomes of White supremacy. 
 
As a group of scholars, teachers, advisors, students and administrators who have a shared commitment 
to feminist principles of self-determination, radicality and critical thinking, we see clearly that anti-
Blackness never operates in isolation. The backlash against reproductive rights and queer and 
transgender rights is part of the horrifying, everyday racism of this country. We are heartened and 
humbled by the resonance that these issues have had around the world and would like to add our 
voices to the many others who have spoken up to offer their solidarity with those who are resisting a 
system that absolutely must change. 
  
We are particularly angered and disappointed by the heavy-handed policing that has taken place 
against peaceful protestors in almost every major city in the US. We reject the premise that our local 
police must have military-grade weapons, and are angry that these weapons are produced in surplus in 
our country. Does our economy need war and military surpluses to survive? We are emphatic that this 
not be the case. 
  
What is happening in the US is part of a deeply disturbing trend around the world. The leaders of the 
US, India, the UK, the Philippines, and Brazil have all made policy decisions in recent months that 
undermine the hard-won gains of democracy and anti-colonialism. We will not tolerate this erosion of 
basic rights and stand with people everywhere who are protesting what increasingly appears to be a 
global crackdown on humanity itself. 
 
UMass Amherst is not exempt from the imperative to respond adequately to this moment. As 
educators, we renew our commitment to teaching courses on anti-Black racism, prisons, policing and 
their history in the US and beyond. Such courses, and the research that informs them, are (and ought 
to be regarded as) vital to the university’s educational mission and social function. Further, although 
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we welcome the Interim Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion’s memo about plans to 
combat racism within campus life, we do not believe that this vision expands far enough. For example, 
given reports we hear from students about harassment from the UMPD, we do not believe that a 
voluntary, three-day training on their part is a sufficient response. The problem, as we see it, is not 
only in the individual biases of officers but also, and most importantly, in the structure of policing itself. 
Our colleagues at other campuses have suggested that their campus police be, at the very least, 
disarmed; we believe that this—a real reduction in the power of policing—would be a sufficient 
response and a significant improvement in the lives of our students.  
 
This academic year, UMass Amherst adopted a new slogan: Be Revolutionary. In solidarity with 
protestors around the world and within the Pioneer Valley, we invite UMass to act according to its own 
stated principles, to not wait for change, but create it, and to “embrace the freedom to dream bigger.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 


