Meet Our 2022/2023 Students
BEATRIZ OLIVIERI
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Beatriz Olivieri is a recent graduate from Rollins College, where she majored in International
Relations and minored in both Economics and Sustainable Development. A Rio de Janeiro,
Brasil native, she grew up seeing the beauty and resources of her country being threatened
by mismanagement and pollution. Therefore, Olivieri’s passion is to promote sustainable
development. Through her work, she hopes to promote positive change, acting locally and
thinking globally after completing her studies at Rollins and gaining real-world experience with
environmental and social justice-focused Non-Profit organizations like Ideas For Us. She cannot
wait to further her knowledge and be part of the MS3 Program. Beatriz will also be involved on
campus as a graduate student-athlete on the UMass Swim and Dive Team; she can speak four
languages and loves meeting new people.
					
MORGAN BOWLER
						
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Morgan is from western Massachusetts and is a 2021 graduate of UMass with a B.S. in Natural
Resources Conservation. She currently works for the Family Forest Research Center at UMass. After
working for the Clean Energy Extension program her senior year of undergrad, she found an interest
in sustainability work, specifically working with people and organizations to understand their GHG
emissions and what they can do to reduce them. After this experience, she found a desire to help
towns and cities with their sustainability goals. She looks forward to continuing her education
through the MS3 program while gaining skills and knowledge to aid her in her future career path.
MAGGIE BUSWICK
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Maggie graduated from UMass in 2022 with a B.S. in Public Health Sciences with a concentration
in Health Inequities, with a double major in the History of Art and Architecture and a minor in
Studio Art. She has dedicated a lot of her time working in the advocacy space, whether that be
through UMass Special Olympics or her 7 years of volunteering with the American Cancer Society.
Her creative, interdisciplinary approach to problem solving will aid her, along with what she learns
throughout the MS3 program, in finding sustainable and equitable solutions to the housing
crisis. Maggie plans on serving in the Peace Corps, and is excited to be able to bring cutting edge
knowledge from this program to lesser privileged communities in order to increase inclusion,
equity, and global health outcomes.
STEPHANIE CAMP
Concentration: Dual Degree MRP/MS3 Pronouns: She/her/hers
I am from Southern Connecticut and graduated in May of 2019 with a B.A. in both Environmental
Studies and Urban and Community Studies from the University of Connecticut. My time as an
undergraduate helped me to further develop my interests in environmental and social issues, as
well as my desire to help make the changes necessary to create more sustainable and equitable
communities. Since February of 2022, I’ve been working with the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy
-- first as an intern on a Scenario Planning for Equitable Revitalization and Climate Resilience pilot
project, and currently as a program assistant to the Lincoln Institute’s Climate Strategies team. I’m
excited to start my third, and final, (half-) year as a dual-degree MRP/MS3 candidate and to graduate
this winter.
MIGUEL GOTHERS-REYES
Concentration: Renewable Energy and Efficient Design Pronouns: He/him/his
Miguel earned his B.A. in Economics at UMass Amherst in 2012. Shortly after graduating, he and
his father bicycled across the continent, ending in Eugene, Oregon. There he learned about the
Cargo Bike Framebuilding Apprenticeship at the Center for Appropriate Transport. In 2013, he
completed the apprenticeship and learned everything about designing and fabricating cargo
bicycles from CAD to welding and powder coating. Most recently, he worked for CLEAResult on
the Energy Trust of Oregon’s residential retrofit program. His interest in sustainable transportation,
renewable energy, and energy efficiency led him to the MS3 program at UMass. Through the MS3
program, he hopes to learn more about energy efficiency and building science. In his free time, he
enjoys running, hiking, cross country skiing, and living a vegan lifestyle.
NILIMA GURJAR
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Brought up in India, Nilima graduated as an architect with an interest in creating meaningful
environments that are human-centric. She was involved majorly in the design-to-build processes
for commercial interior projects ranging from workplace solutions to airport retail to foodcourts.
After four years in the industry, she wanted to contribute more sensitively to her chosen field.
Construction being the biggest contributor to climate change, Nilima wishes to join the drive for
a greener, more responsible planet. She seeks to be a part of global leadership to heal our planet.
She wonders how we will live in the future and strives to imagine new ways to build a life alongside
nature.
LEE HALASZ
Concentration: Dual Degree MRP/MS3 Pronouns: He/him/his
Ten years ago I moved from Australia to New England, and I have loved learning about a climate,
ecology and cultural history very different from that of my ‘previous life’. I have always been
fascinated by and worked in the broad field of wildlife, ecosystems and land management. I
recently worked with Kestrel Land Trust for three years helping to progress their land conservation
vision, before spending two years completing an MRP with a focus on natural and working lands.
I largely completed my MS3 last academic year, and really enjoyed bringing more environmental
and ecology courses into my studies. Fall 2022 will be my last semester, wrapping up a few course
requirements.

ROBIN HANSEN
Concentration: Dual Degree MRP/MS3 Pronouns: She/her/hers
I graduated from UMass Amherst with a B.S. in Sustainable Community Development in May 2021
and am enrolled as a dual degree major for the MS3 program and the MRP Regional Planning
program. With a concentration in urban sustainability, I aim to expand on my knowledge from
my previous studies on how to better design our built environment to create a more sustainable
relationship with the Earth and its resources. My interest in studying sustainability and planning
began from growing up in Brewster, Cape Cod, having witnessed the destruction of the Cape’s
fragile and beautiful ecosystems from the damaging effects of climate change. I currently work as
a research assistant on an NSF funded project studying the food, energy, water nexus and I am an
intern for the assistant town planner of Maynard, MA. In my free time, I like to tend to my hoard of
houseplants, practice roller skating, and take my dog for nature walks.
BENJAMIN HUBBARD
Concentration: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: He/him/his
Ben has a BA in Political Science, Anthropology, and Sustainable Studies. His capstone project
to his undergraduate studies took him to Bangladesh to study the impacts of climate change
on Char dwellers and NGO’s supporting their immediate social and environmental needs. This
kicked off a decade of work around the world supporting environmental tourism and directing
interdisciplinary educational programs focused on social, environmental, and political challenges.
In his free time, Ben is a dive-master, avid hiker, native plant nurturer, and as of recently a
beekeeper. After a decade of working he is excited to get back into the formal classroom.
GABY IMMERMAN
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Gaby has been teaching the Horticulture courses and running the summer internship program
as the Landscape and Education Specialist at the Smith College Botanic Garden for almost 20
years. She also provides private residential landscape design and installation services all over the
Valley with her business, Green Thumb for Hire. A native New Yorker, she oversaw field operations
for NYC’s community gardening program, and accumulated a range of professional experience
in both horticulture and agriculture all over the U.S. before settling down in Northampton in
1999. Gaby has served on the Board of Grow Food Northampton and played a leadership role
in the development of their community farm for almost a decade. She is also the Co-Moderator
of the Mill River Greenway Initiative, a working group of local citizens who aim to protect the
Mill River watershed, preserve its cultural artifacts, enhance its biological health and encourage
recreational activity.
BOB JOHNSON
Concentration: Environmental Quality Pronouns: He/him/his
Bob has three decades of experiences working on hazardous material release site assessment
and remediation projects, primarily as a compliance specialist. He joins the MS3 program with
a strong interest in soil ecology and its importance in establishing sustainable food systems
through regenerative agriculture.
ROISIN KIRBY
Focus: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: She/her/hers - They/them/theirs
Hello! My name is Roisin (pronounced Ro-sheen). I am from Boston and currently live in
Northampton. I majored in Sustainable Food and Farming at UMass and graduated in 2021. Since
graduating, I have been working as an instructor at Farm and Garden Camp at Hampshire College
and at the South Church Amherst (UCC) as an outdoor educator. I love hiking and exploring the
forests and rivers of western mass. I have a passion for outdoor education.
JOEY MANNION
Concentration: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: He/him/his
Joey is from Natick, MA and earned his undergraduate degree in Environmental and Sustainability
Studies from Keene State College in 2021. He has introductory experience working in the
environmental and engineering consulting industry and municipal sustainability. Joey is
passionate about climate action and is eager to gain sustainability expertise, with a focus in
decarbonization and resiliency planning, through the MS3 program in preparation for pursuing
a career in climate mitigation and adaptation to take part in building a greener future. In his free
time, Joey enjoys spending time with friends and as of recently, hobby searching – he is taking
recommendations.

NASIM MOEINKHAH
Concentration: Renewable Energy and Efficient Design Pronouns: She/her/hers
Nasim has a bachelor’s degree in Architecture. She came across the field of study about climate
change and sustainable energies towards the end of her bachelor’s degree and was immediately
fascinated. Her interest was in a way that even in her professional life as an architect she tries to
integrate natural solutions in building design in order to save more energy and prevent energy
waste. She believes that having buildings with less energy consumption could have a good share
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Her ultimate goal is to study and work on natural solutions
that cost less, which anyone can apply based on where they live. Therefore now she is joining this
program to increase her academic knowledge in both renewable energies and efficient design.

ROBERT NAVAROLI
Concentration: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: He/him/his
I was born and raised in Central Massachusetts. After serving four years in the US Marine Corps,
I pursued an associate’s degree from Mount Wachusett Community College in 2015 in Natural
Resources and Technology, and a bachelor’s degree in Sustainable Food and Farming at UMass
Amherst in 2019. While completing my undergrad, I worked with the livestock and horses at the
Hadley farm and at a local dairy farm that hosted the class dairy calf management. I spent 3 months
WWOOFing in Scotland on multiple farms as a practicum. While taking animal science classes, I
traveled the east coast from Georgia to Canada touring and evaluating dairy farms. Through animal
science I was able to compete in the regional and national dairy challenges. Currently I work at W.H.
Miner Institute in Chazy, NY as a research technician. The research at Miner Institute focuses on Dairy
farming, environmental, and agronomy. I am excited to continue my education to help compliment
my agricultural experience. My overall goal is to continue working in research or consulting focused
on sustainability and livestock production.
CHRISTINE NELSON
Concentration: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: She/her/hers
With a lifetime of experience growing plants and professional experience in editing and writing,
Christine is pivoting her next career towards climate change mitigation through improved
agriculture and growing practices. Specific interests include soil health, climate-smart growing
practices, pollinator habitat and soil carbon sequestration. She also has an interest in educating and
communicating this knowledge with the public. Favorite hobby: Growing flowers!
LEE ORTENBERG
Focus: Urban Sustainability Pronouns: She/her/hers
Lee completed her undergraduate degree in a double major of Government and Sustainability with
a concentration in Global Affairs and Conflict Resolution at Reichman University in Israel. During her
studies she worked with the Association of Urban Farming of Israel, her projects mostly surrounding
refugee communities, where she found inspiration to steer her career towards. Since then she has
spent time interning and working with the renowned Permaculture project, Terra Alta, in Portugal,
focusing on developing her understanding of urban permaculture. She has also been developing
a youth education program with Boston Microgreens, an urban farm growing microgreens in the
heart of Boston. She hopes to transform our urban spaces through integrated systems, specifically
using urban food production as a social tool to ease the shocks of geopolitical tensions and to
create new narratives and shared values for those displaced by these tensions.
WALTER POULSEN
Concentration: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: They/them/theirs - He/him/his
Walter Poulsen is a member of the farm crew at Stone Soup Farm in Hadley, MA where they’ve spent
the past seven years growing organic vegetables for CSA members in the Valley and the Boston
area. Originally from Portland, OR, they received their BA from Hampshire College in 2015 with a
concentration in Food Anthropology. In 2019, they conducted ethnographic research with smallholder ecological farmers in Hefei, PRC as a Fulbright Scholar at Anhui Agricultural University. They
are currently a student in the UMass Amherst Sustainability Science graduate program, pursuing a
concentration in sustainable agriculture and food systems, where they are studying socio-ecological
entanglements as they occur in the field and on the table. Through this work, they aim to build
resilient food systems to face the threats of climate change, reactionary political movements, and
growing global inequality.
JESSICA SERNA
Concentration: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: She/her/hers
Growing up in North Canaan, CT, Jessica was easily fascinated by the environment around her. The
northwest corner of Connecticut offers beautiful scenery and a number of dairy farms that help
support the strong FFA (Future Farmers of America) program she joined in high school. In October
of 2021, Jessica earned her American Degree from the organization focusing on plant systems
and graduated from Quinnipiac University in 2022 with an independent major dedicated towards
general environmental studies and minoring in both Spanish and Anthropology. In March 2022, she
travelled to Guatemala with a group from Quinnipiac to strengthen her knowledge on Indigenous
communities and permaculture practices and has recently been very interested in advocating for
healthier and more accessible food for people to limit the growth of diseases, such as IBD, believed
to be influenced by environmental and nutritional issues.
LAUREN WAGNER
Concentration: Water Sustainability and Climate Change Pronouns: She/her/hers
I am originally from Schaumburg, Illinois and moved to Massachusetts in 2019. I received my
bachelor’s degree in biology at UMass Amherst with a concentration in fish and wildlife biology
and conservation. I worked at a fish store in Illinois while I was in high school through my time at
my community college, Harper College. Once I moved to Massachusetts, I started working at both a
veterinary clinic and a fish store. Through these jobs I found a passion for supporting wildlife. I also
assisted a UMass graduate student in their research project looking at tag retention in river herring
which expanded my interest in fisheries. I am very excited to expand my knowledge through the
sustainability field in our waterways and environment while in the MS3 program.
TOMMY WEIR
Focus: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Pronouns: He/him/his
I grew up in Upstate New York, and graduated from Olin College of Engineering with a Mechanical
Engineering degree. Throughout my undergraduate degree, I took courses in sustainability and
learned about how environmental and societal issues can intensify each other. Through the MS3
program, I want to deepen my knowledge of food system issues and learn to apply my technical
knowledge in the indoor farming field.

