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Spring 2020 

 Success@UMass Professional Development Series 
Advancing Success@UMass by promoting a culture of cross-functional knowledge and 
collaboration for supporting student success. 

Supporting the success of UMass students is everyone’s business. By working together within a shared framework of the 
learning and development processes, we aim to advance the academic, interpersonal and co-curricular skill development 
of our students as they progress through the student lifecycle. The Success@UMass Development Series is for everyone 

and anyone working in the realm of student success! 
 

Weekly Professional Development Sessions 
Join us on Friday's from 9:00 – 10:30am in 416 Goodell. Breakfast provided with RSVP. RSVP at https://forms.gle/rBoYMg6zxAYCHTrD7.  

February 7  GROWing into the Spring 2020 Semester; Kristen Brittingham, Student Success 
Join us for the Spring 2020 Success@UMass kick off session. Using the ‘GROW’ model, we will  
consider personal and professional goals for the semester. Additionally, attendees will have the opportunity to 
connect with colleagues and consider their personal philosophy for supporting students.  

February 21 Education Abroad Essentials; AJ LeBlanc, IPO 
Education Abroad Peer Advisors will take you through Essentials, the mandatory information session that all 
UMass students must attend before going abroad.  Peers will then model what an initial advising session looks 
like and you’ll be able to play the part of a student to experience first hand what happens in the EA Advising 
Center.  By the end of this session, the student version of you will be able to articulate your goals for going 
abroad and know what your next steps are!   Bring a laptop if you have one! 

February 28 Avoiding the Trap of Transactional Advising 
Kara Eich-Richardson, HFA; Nicola Usher, SBS; Kristen Brittingham, Student Success 
Transactional and prescriptive – two words we often do not want associated with advising, but when things get 
busy, it’s easy to fall into these traps. Explore tips and strategies for facilitating relational and holistic advising 
sessions.  

March 6 Coming Soon/Tentative: A Session in Partnership with Advocacy, Inclusion and Support 

March 13 Coming Soon/Tentative: A Session in Partnership with Advocacy, Inclusion and Support 

March 27 Tips and Tools for Supporting Students with Disabilities; Rachel Adams, Disability Services 
This workshop discusses best practices on engaging with and supporting students with disabilities, specifically 
neurodiversity. Topics include: common barriers students face, how to have conversations about disability, 
making necessary referrals, explicit instruction and modeling, and incorporating universal design principles. 

April 3 Coming Soon/Tentative: A Session in Partnership with Advocacy, Inclusion and Support 

April 10 Fostering Student Parent Success; Kara Knott & Maura Roberts, Student Parent Programs 
Nationally, about one out of every five college students is a parent to a young child. Join us as we break down 
the data on student parents and explore strategies to best support their success here at UMass. 

April 24 Supporting Transfer Students through Advising; Meghan Gerson, CNS; Brigid Williams, SPHHS 
Description coming soon! Check the webpage for updates.  

May 1 End of Semester Networking Event 
Join us for a hot breakfast to wrap up the semester. Connect and network with colleagues. There will be no 
formal presentation. Conversation prompts will be provided. Drop-in anytime. 

Wed, May 13 SAVE THE DATE: Advisor Training for New Students Orientation 
Campus Center Auditurium, Likely from 9am – 4pm 
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Spring 2020 

 Journal Club 
The Success@UMass Journal Club provides a monthly platform for faculty, staff and graduate students to discuss an article from the 
top-tier  Journal of College Student Development. Based on the article provided we will discuss how the findings relate to your work and 
what challenges you encounter in relation to each sessions’ topic.  
 
The Journal Club meetings monthly on Monday’s from 11am – 12pm in 416 Goodell and is facilitated by Faith Nussbaum. Light 
refreshments will be provided.  
 

RSVP at https://forms.gle/6BuHsA2UGGGxYGkMA 
 

February 10  Improving Underrepresented Minority Persistence in STEM 
Discussion Questions:  

• What does the landscape for URM students look like at UMass—both in STEM majors and 
beyond?  

• How can we continue to improve? 
 
March 9 The Impact of Peer Mentoring on Levels of Student Wellbeing, Integration and Retention 

Discussion Questions:  
• What peer-to-peer programs exist at UMass?  
• What have we learned thus far that we can share across departments? 

 
April 13  Academic Advising Assessment Practices: Results of a National Study 

Discussion Questions:  
• If what gets measured becomes what matters, what should we be assessing as advisors 

and how? 
 
How does the Journal Club work?  
Journal Club attendees are encouraged to read the provided article in advance of the session. While encouraged, this is 
not required. If you are interested in joining the discussion, but didn’t have time to read, that’s fine! The more, the 
merrier. Attendees will discuss themes from the article and consider implications for our work at UMass.  
 
Articles are available in box at: http://tinyurl.com/JournalClub19. 
 
 
 
 


