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​About the Stonewall Center​
​The Stonewall Center is the LGBTQIA+ center at UMass Amherst, and we are marking​
​our 40th anniversary this fall. We provide support, resources, programming, and​
​advocacy for LGBTQIA+ and allied students, staff, and faculty at UMass and for the​
​larger community. We are located in 403 Goodell. Students are welcomed to drop by​
​and hang out in our space. We can also be reached via​​email​​and​​Instagram​​.​

​Changing Your Name and Gender Marker and Adding​
​Pronouns on Campus Records​

​Changing your Campus Name:​​Students can go by a chosen​​name (referred to as a​
​campus name) rather than their legal name at UMass. By filling out the​​Gender Marker​
​and Campus Name Change Request Form​​, students can​​have a chosen name in most​
​UMass systems that do not require a legal name. This form also enables students to​
​change their UMass email address if it uses their legal name.​

​NOTE: Filling out the campus name form is different from changing your name in​
​SPIRE, which changes the name that appears on course rosters and in People​
​Finder (the UMass Directory) for campus users.​

​Changing your Campus Gender Marker:​​UMass students​​have the option to change​
​their gender marker to “F” “M” or “X” on their campus records by filling out the​​Gender​
​Marker and Campus Name Change Request Form​​. This form​​applies only to internal​
​UMass documents; it does NOT result in a legal change in sex.​

​Places where a student can have a chosen name:​
​●​ ​New Student and Family Programs​
​●​ ​UCard*​
​●​ ​Course rosters​
​●​ ​Blackboard/Canvas/Zoom​
​●​ ​UMass People Finder​
​●​ ​Unofficial transcripts​
​●​ ​Diplomas​
​●​ ​Residence Life​
​●​ ​Residence hall service desks​
​●​ ​Dining Commons​
​●​ ​Rec Center​
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​●​ ​Information Technology​
​●​ ​UMass Libraries​
​●​ ​Parking Services​
​●​ ​all general communications from UMass​

​Places where a student’s legal name is required:​
​●​ ​Employment and tax documents​
​●​ ​Financial aid information​
​●​ ​Bursar’s bills​
​●​ ​Insurance records​
​●​ ​Official transcripts​

​*UCard: To acquire a UCard with your chosen name, you must fill out the​​Gender​
​Marker and Campus Name Change Request Form​​. If you​​already have a UCard, you​
​can go to the​​UCard office​​in 225 Whitmore to get​​a new one for free.​

​NOTE: If you fill out the campus name change form, email and mail sent to you​
​from UMass will use your chosen name. This may out you to family and friends​
​who do not know that you go by a name different from your legal name.​

​Changing your name in SPIRE:​
​1.​ ​Log into your account in SPIRE.​
​2.​ ​Go to​​SPIRE Main Menu > My Personal Information​​>​​Names​​and click​​Edit​​next​

​to the Pref./Chosen name.​
​3.​ ​Enter your name, then hit save.​

​Adding your pronouns in SPIRE:​
​1.​ ​Log into your account in SPIRE.​
​2.​ ​Go to​​SPIRE Main Menu > My Personal Information​​>​​Pronouns​ ​and click​​Edit​​.​
​3.​ ​Select your pronouns, then hit save.​

​Your SPIRE name and pronouns will appear:​
​●​ ​Course rosters​
​●​ ​Canvas​
​●​ ​People Finder (UMass online directory) for campus users​
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​Legal Name Change:​​Legally changing your name requires going to the Family and​
​Probate Court where you formally reside. More information is available on the Stonewall​
​Center’s​​Western Mass Trans Resource Guide​​.​

​The Student Legal Services Office (SLSO)​​can provide​​free and confidential​
​assistance to students seeking a legal name change. To receive help, schedule​
​an appointment​​here​​.​​The Stonewall Center and SLSO​​also provide a​
​step-by-step name change workshop annually in September.​​The Center for​
​Social Justice at the Western New England University School of Law​​can​
​also provide free help with obtaining a legal name change.​

​Gender Marker Change:​​Residents of Massachusetts can​​change the gender marker​
​on their driver’s license by request without having to provide any proof of gender.​
​Driver’s licenses also offer an X option for gender. State residents can also change the​
​gender marker on birth certificates, which includes having an X option. More information​
​is available on the Stonewall Center’s​​Western Mass​​Trans Resource Guide​​.​

​Campus Gender-Inclusive Housing​

​Residence Life houses students based on the gender marker listed on their records in​
​SPIRE (to change the gender marker, fill out the​​Gender​​Marker and Campus Name​
​Change Request Form​​).​

​Gender-inclusive housing allows students to live with other people of any gender.​
​Students do not need to indicate that they are trans or nonbinary to request​
​gender-inclusive housing. For housing selection questions, fill out the form​​here​​.​

​How Incoming Students Can Select Gender-Inclusive Housing:​
​Students must submit a New Student Preference Application in SPIRE in June. Specific​
​date information will be updated​​here​​once the housing​​selection timeline for the​
​upcoming academic year has been set. On the Preference Application, rank order an​
​area with gender-inclusive housing options and indicate "Gender-Inclusive Housing" as​
​the Living Option. If there is space, students will be assigned to gender-inclusive​
​housing and receive their assignment notification in August.​

​Incoming first-year students who request gender-inclusive housing on their housing​
​application will likely be placed in a double room in Webster Hall (in Orchard Hill) and​
​have a trans or nonbinary roommate (as most students in gender-inclusive housing are​
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​trans and nonbinary). Students who do not request gender-inclusive housing will be​
​assigned housing based on their gender marker in SPIRE and will most likely end up​
​with a cisgender roommate (as the majority of students are cis).​

​Spectrum:​​Spectrum is a Designated Residential Community​​(DRC) with a focus on​
​LGBTQIA+ people. Because of its popularity among current students, Spectrum​
​typically does not have space for incoming students. Spectrum has an application​
​process that is separate from gender-inclusive housing. Fill out​​this form​​to be notified​
​when the Spectrum application process opens.​

​Off-Campus Housing​

​●​ ​The​​UMass Off-Campus Housing website​​provides rental​​listings, educational​
​material for new renters, and a portal to find roommates.​

​●​ ​Community Legal Aid​​is a nonprofit group that can​​help people who have​
​experienced housing discrimination or who are in danger of being evicted. They can​
​also assist people who are looking for affordable housing.​

​●​ ​Queer Housing Western MA​​is a private Facebook group​​designed for queer​
​people to find housing with other queer people.​

​●​ ​Community Support for Trans Rights:​​in 2018, voters​​in Massachusetts​
​overwhelmingly affirmed a state law banning gender identity discrimination in​
​public restrooms and other facilities. Many towns in Western Mass had more​
​than 90% support for the law. A​​town-by-town voter​​breakdown​​provides a​
​snapshot of how supportive different towns are of trans rights.​

​Campus Gender-Inclusive Restrooms and Bathrooms​

​Most buildings on campus have at least one gender-inclusive restroom. Almost all​
​single-user restrooms on campus are gender-inclusive. Buildings that have been​
​completely renovated in recent years, like the Student Union and Goodell Hall, also​
​include multi-user gender-inclusive restrooms.​
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​A list of the gender-inclusive restrooms in academic and administrative buildings and​
​the gender-inclusive bathrooms in residence halls can be found​​here​​. A map of​
​gender-inclusive restrooms can be found​​here​​.​

​Information about UMass Amherst’s restroom and bathroom policies is available on​
​the Stonewall Center’s​​Restrooms and Bathrooms page​​.​

​Campus Gender-Affirming Healthcare​

​●​ ​CCPH​​(the Center for Counseling and Psychological​​Health) provides a wide variety​
​of​​mental healthcare services​​for UMass students,​​including:​

​○​ ​24/7 crisis support​
​○​ ​individual therapy​
​○​ ​psychiatric consultation​
​○​ ​support groups and workshops​
​○​ ​suicide prevention​
​○​ ​sexual assault services​
​○​ ​eating disorder consultation​
​○​ ​substance abuse prevention​

​●​ ​UMass Recovery​​is a student organization sponsored​​by the Center for Health​
​Promotion that assists students who are questioning their substance use and​
​those who are in various stages of recovery. They provide a mentoring system for​
​students new to recovery and/or UMass, a support network for students in​
​recovery, and an anonymous space to talk about substance use concerns.​

​●​ ​Center for Women and Community​​(CWC)​​is a confidential​​resource for people​
​of all genders who have experienced domestic violence, stalking, and sexual​
​assault. Through the Women of Color Leadership Network (WOCLN), CWC also​
​offers a variety of events for women and nonbinary people of color.​

​●​ ​CWC’s 24/7 Sexual Assault Support and Advocacy (SASA) Hotline​​:​​(413)​
​545-0800​

​Campus LGBTQIA+ and Trans Support Groups​
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​LGBTQIA+ Talk Space:​​This is a weekly drop-in space​​for students to socialize,​
​make friends, and talk about topics like school, mental health, and being LGBTQIA+.​
​The group is led by the Stonewall Center and CCPH and is open to UMass and​
​other Five College students. The group meets during the school year on​
​Wednesdays, 6-7:30, in 327 Goodell Halll.​

​Trans and Gender Nonconforming Support Group:​​This​​is a weekly group led by​
​CCPH for UMass and other Five College students who identify as trans, nonbinary,​
​gender nonconforming, or questioning. There is a brief screening required before a​
​student can join the group; please call the CCPH office at (413) 545-2337 to​
​schedule an appointment. The group meets during the school year on Wednesdays​
​from 4:30-5:30. The first meeting of each month is in-person at CCPH; the rest are​
​online via Zoom.​

​University Health Services (UHS)​​can prescribe, monitor,​​and administer hormones​
​and make referrals for gender-affirming surgeries. Almost 100% of UHS services are​
​covered by the​​Student Health Benefit Plan​​(SHBP).​​RN Cindy Hildebrand is UHS’​
​liaison for trans and nonbinary students seeking gender-affirming care. She can be​
​reached at (413) 577-5040 or through the Patient Portal. More information is available​
​on UHS’​​Gender-Affirming Care page​​.​

​Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)​​at UHS:​​The SRH​​clinic is on the ground floor​
​of UHS in the Whole Body Wellness Center. This clinic is designed to provide affirming​
​care to people of all genders and backgrounds. To schedule an appointment with the​
​Sexual and Reproductive Health Clinic, call (413) 577-5101.​

​Off-Campus Gender-Affirming Healthcare​

​●​ ​Cooley-Dickinson Hospital​​lists its LGBTQ+-friendly​​providers.​

​●​ ​LGBTQ+ Healthcare Directory​​is a national directory​​of LGBTQ+-affirming​
​healthcare providers.​

​●​ ​Tapestry Health​​is a community-based healthcare organization​​that provides​
​reproductive care, gender-affirming care, harm-reduction services, and nutritional​
​support.​
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​●​ ​Transhealth​​is a trans-led organization that provides primary, mental health, and​
​gender-affirming healthcare services. They also offer different trans support groups​
​based on age.​

​●​ ​Translate Gender​​is a nonprofit based in Northampton​​that provides a wide range of​
​resources for trans people and their families. They provide gender therapy, training​
​curricula, gender-affirming resources, and individual and group support.​

​●​ ​Wildflower Alliance​​is a harm-reduction focused group​​centered on support,​
​training, and advocacy. They host free healing practices like community​
​acupuncture, fitness, and peer-to-peer support.​

​Campus LGBTQIA+ Services​

​●​ ​Queer-e​​is the Stonewall Center’s weekly newsletter​​of LGBTQIA+ events​
​happening on campus, at the other Five Colleges, and locally. Subscribe​​here​​.​

​●​ ​The​​Stonewall Center’s Peer Mentorship Program​​is​​designed to help​
​incoming undergrad and grad students become familiar with UMass and the​
​campus LGBTQIA+ community. Each new student is paired with a returning​
​student for advice, friendship, and community building.​​Sign up here​​.​

​●​ ​The​​Stonewall Center’s Queer Closet​​offers free clothing,​​accessories, and​
​binders. No appointment is necessary; students can just come by the center, 403​
​Goodell Hall.​

​●​ ​The Stonewall Center has a​​Therapy Dog Hour​​at the​​center every week during​
​the school year.​

​●​ ​With the Public Health Promotion Center, the Stonewall Center sponsors regular​
​STI and Rapid HIV Screening Days​​. The schedule for​​screening days is​
​available​​here​​.​
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​Campus LGBTQIA+ Student Groups​

​●​ ​The Bi/Pan/Queer Collective (BPQC)​​is a weekly social​​group for bisexual,​
​pansexual, queer, and sexually fluid students. Among its annual events are a​
​karaoke night, an ice cream sundae night, rock painting, and pumpkin carving. The​
​group meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at the Stonewall Center.​

​●​ ​Kehilah​​, the Hebrew word for “community,”​​is an independent​​group for LGBTQIA+​
​Jewish students. It organizes educational events for people of all backgrounds to​
​learn about the intersections of Jewish and LGBTQIA+ identities. For more​
​information about Kehilah, follow the group on​​Instagram​​.​

​●​ ​Out in STEM @ UMass Amherst (oSTEM+)​​is an organization​​that provides​
​resources, networking, and professional development opportunities for​
​undergraduates and graduate students who identify as LGBTQIA+ within STEM​
​fields.​

​●​ ​The SpACE+​​is a group for UMass and other Five College​​asexual and aromantic​
​students and their allies. Among its annual events are a cupcake decorating night, a​
​garlic bread night, and craft nights. The group meets the first and third Mondays of​
​each month at 7 p.m. at the Stonewall Center.​

​●​ ​There is currently no student organization for​​LGBTQIA+​​students of color​​.​
​However, the Stonewall Center sponsors monthly community events for QTPOC​
​(queer and trans people of color) students. The Stonewall Center also holds regular​
​events specifically for​​trans and nonbinary students​​.​
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