Ethics in Science and Engineering
Deborah G. Johnson, University of Virginia

What are the goals of :
« the NSF requirement?

* More generally, ethics education in science
and engineering?



Goals:

Stimulating the Moral Imagination
Recognizing Ethical Issues
Eliciting a Sense of Obligation
Developing Analytical Skills

5) Tolerating Disagreement and
Ambiguity

1)
2)
3)
4)

» Hastings Center Report
[D. Callahan and S. Bok, Ethics Teaching
in Higher Education, Plenum Press, 1980]



Some Tensions and Issues in
Teaching Ethics

* Role of ethical theory

« Use of cases

* Focus on micro-macro
 Format — course, informal, etc
* Who should teach

* Online - Offline




Research Is a social endeavor
iInvolving social values,
processes, relationships, and
Institutions.



