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Jennifer L. Garfield-Abrams 
Thompson Hall, University of Massachusetts Amherst, 200 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003 

email: jenniferabra@umass.edu 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

Expected 2025 Ph.D., Sociology Department 

University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA 

Dissertation: Politicizing Place: Constructing and Negotiating the Sociopolitical 

Order of a Small Gentrified City 

Committee: Jonathan Wynn (chair), Janice Irvine, Kathryne Young, and 

Japonica Brown-Saracino 

 

2020 M.A., Sociology Department 

University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA 

 

2014 B.A., Sociology and Public Policy 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY 

Honors in Sociology; Magna Cum Laude 

 

 

MAJOR FIELDS OF INTEREST 

 

Research Interests 

 

Community and Urban Sociology 

Cultural Sociology 

Identity 

Sociological Theory 

Ethnography and Qualitative Methods 

 

 

Teaching Interests 

 

Urban Sociology 

Introduction to Sociology 

Social Problems 

Self and Society 

Social Theory 

Sociology of Deviance 

Social Welfare 

Cultural Sociology 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles 

 

Forthcoming Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L., Thomas Corcoran, & Jonathan Wynn. 

“The (Culture) War of the Worlds: 'Terraforming' as a Language for Urban 

Redevelopment” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 
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2023 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L. “The Art of ‘Everyday Resistance:’ Small 

City Cultural Actors’ Disruption of Extralocal Growth Politics.” Journal of 

Urban Affairs. 

 

Chapters in Edited Volumes 

 

2019 Corcoran, Thomas, Jennifer Abrams, & Jonathan Wynn. “Place 

Exploration: Six Tensions to Better Conceptualize Place as a Social Actor 

in Urban Ethnography.” In Research in Urban Sociology, Volume 16, 

Urban Ethnography: Legacies and Challenges, edited by Richard E. 

Ocejo. Bingley: Emerald Publishing. 

 

Peer Reviewed Teaching Publications 

 

2022 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L. “Mapping the Organizational Field of 

Social Welfare.” TRAILS: Teaching Resources and Innovations Library for 

Sociology, February. Washington DC: American Sociological Association. 

https://trails.asanet.org/article/view/mapping-organizational-field-social-

welfare. 

 

 

WORKING PAPERS 

 

Under Review 

 

Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L. and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Oxford Bibliographies in Sociology: 

Cultural Economy.” (Revise and Resubmit, Oxford University Press) 
 

Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L., Ember Skye Kanelee, & Jonathan Wynn. “When Does 

‘Messing Around’ Get Serious?: Understanding the borders of collegiate social interactions 

around pranking, hazing, harassment, and bullying” (Under Review) 

 

 

Manuscripts in Progress 

 

Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L. “How Place Gets Political: Constructing Identity and Political 

Culture in a Small Gentrified City” (Working Paper) 
 

Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer L. “Place Identity Formation: A Theory of How Place Constructs 

the Self” (Working Paper) 

Recipient of the 2020 Charles H. Page Graduate Student Paper Award, Department of 

Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst (awarded annually for the best 

theoretical paper written by a graduate student) 

 

 

https://trails.asanet.org/article/view/mapping-organizational-field-social-welfare
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OTHER RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 

 

2016 King, C., Maxwell, K. L., Abrams, J. & Epstein, D. 2016. Case study 4: 

Rochester Childfirst Network’s use of linked data to support classroom 

teaching. Report #2016-27. Bethesda, MD: Child Trends. Retrieved from 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/207831/RochesterCaseStudy.pdf  

 

2016 Abrams, J., Maxwell, K. L., & Epstein, D. 2016. Case study 5: AVANCE-

Houston’s partnership with the Houston Independent School District. 

Report #2016-26. Bethesda, MD: Child Trends. Retrieved from 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/207821/AVANCECaseStudy.pdf  

 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED LECTURES 

 

2023 

 

Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer. “How Place Gets Political: Constructing 

Identity and Political Culture in a Small Gentrified City.” Roundtable Session. 

American Sociological Association. Philadelphia, PA. 

 

 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer. “How Place Gets Political: Constructing 

Identity and Political Culture in a Small Gentrified City.” Graduate Student 

Conference. UMass Amherst Sociology Department. Amherst, MA. 

 

 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer. “Fighting for the Soul of the City: Place Identity 

Politics and Negotiations Over Social Order” Paper Session. Eastern 

Sociological Society. Baltimore, MD. 

 

2022 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer. “Emplacing Identity: Place as a Resource for 

Identity Construction.” Paper Session. Eastern Sociological Society. Boston, 

MA. 

 

2021 Garfield-Abrams, Jennifer. “Place Identity Formation: A Theory of How 

Place Constructs the Self.” Roundtable Session. American Sociological 

Association. Virtual Meeting. 

 

 Abrams, Jennifer. Sociology Alumni Panel: Graduate School. Hobart and 

William Smith Colleges. Geneva, NY.  

 

2019 Corcoran, Thomas, Jennifer Abrams, and Jonathan Wynn. “Place 

Exploration: Some Challenges of Investigating City ‘Site Effects’ Through 

Urban Ethnography.” Paper Session. American Sociological Association. New 

York, NY 

 

 Abrams, Jennifer. “The Business of Creative Placemaking: Hidden and 

Public Transcripts of Local and State Actors.” Paper Session. Eastern 

Sociological Society. Boston, MA 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/207831/RochesterCaseStudy.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/207821/AVANCECaseStudy.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/207831/RochesterCaseStudy.pdf
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Updated September 2023 

 Garfield-Abrams CV / Page 4   

 

2018 Abrams, Jennifer, Thomas Corcoran, and Jonathan Wynn. “The (New 

Culture) War of the (Urban) Worlds: 'Terraforming' as a language for urban 

redevelopment.” Paper Session. American Sociological Association, 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

Social Problems Instructor, Fall 2022 (17 students, online, asynchronous) 

 

Social Welfare Instructor, Spring 2021 (33 students, online, synchronous) 

 

Conformity and Deviance  

 

Instructor, Summer 2022 (12 students, online, asynchronous) 

Instructor, Summer 2020 (12 students, online, asynchronous) 

Instructor, Fall 2019 (34 students, in-person) 

 

Social Class Inequality  Teaching Assistant, Spring 2019 (70 students, in-person) 

Teaching Assistant, Fall 2016 (48 students, in-person) 

 

The Family  Teaching Assistant, Fall 2018 (75 students, in-person) 

 

Elementary Statistics  Teaching Assistant, Spring 2018 (39 students, in-person) 

Teaching Assistant, Fall 2017 (36 students, in-person) 

 

Introduction to Sociology  Teaching Assistant, Spring 2022 (200 students, in-person) 

Teaching Assistant, Fall 2021 (200 students, in-person) 

Teaching Assistant, Spring 2017 (52 students, in-person) 

 

Westchester Community College 

 

Introduction to Sociology Instructor, Fall 2022 (49 students, in-person) 

Instructor, Spring 2022 (10 students, in-person) 

Instructor, Fall 2021 (18 students, in-person) 

Instructor, Spring 2021 (30 students, online, synchronous) 

Instructor, Spring 2020 (33 students, online, synchronous) 

 

 

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 

Research 

 

2023 ASA Community and Urban Sociology Section Student Travel Award, $300 
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 Summer Travel Grant, Sociology Department, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst, $265 

 

 

 

Dissertation Research Grant, Sociology Department, University of 

Massachusetts Amherst, $3,600 

 

2022 Dissertation Research Grant, Graduate School, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst, $1,000 

 

2021 Predissertation Research Grant, Graduate School, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst, $968 

 

2020 Charles H. Page Award (Best Theory Paper), Sociology Department, University 

of Massachusetts Amherst, $1,000 

 

2018 Comprehensive Exam Grant, Sociology Department, University of 

Massachusetts Amherst, $4,000 

 

2017 

 

First-Year Summer Research Grant, Sociology Department, University of 

Massachusetts Amherst, $2,000 

 

2013 Irving Louis Horowitz Prize, Sociology Department, Hobart and William Smith 

Colleges 

 

Teaching 

 

2020 (Finalist) University Distinguished Teaching Award 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

2019 (Finalist) University Distinguished Teaching Award 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

2018 UMass Sociology Department Best TA Award 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

 

SERVICE 

 

Occasional Reviewer 

 

Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World 

 

Department and Professional Associations 

 

2022 – Mentoring Committee Member, Community and Urban Sociology Section, 

American Sociological Association 



Updated September 2023 

 Garfield-Abrams CV / Page 6   

 

2017 Undergraduate Program Committee Member, Sociology Department, University 

of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

2013 – 2014  Tenure Review Committee Member, Sociology Department, Hobart and William 

Smith Colleges 

 

Community and Volunteer Work 

 

2022 – Treasurer, Spirit of Beacon Day, Beacon, NY 

 

2021 

 

Committee Member, Fighting White Supremacy: From Charlottesville to Capitol 

Hill (Integrity First for America Event), Beacon, NY 

 

2019 

 

Oral History Committee, Beacon Hebrew Alliance, BHA 

2018 –  Volunteer, Animal Rescue Foundation, Beacon, NY 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

 

American Sociological Association (Community and Urban, Teaching and Learning, Culture, 

Theory) 

Eastern Sociological Society 

International Visual Sociology Association 

 

 

RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2023 – 2024 American Sociological Review, Amherst, MA 

Editorial Assistant 

 

2023 UMass Amherst Sociology Department, Amherst, MA 

Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Palm Springs; Auditors; The (Cultural) War of the Worlds; When 

Does ‘Messing Around’ Get Serious? 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Jonathan Wynn 

 

2021 – 2022 UMass Amherst Sociology Department, Amherst, MA 

Qualitative Research Consultant/Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Suicide Survival Narratives: How Social Class, Gender, LGBTQ 

Status, and Race Affect Survivors’ Cultural Narratives about Suicide 

Experiences 

Principal Investigator: Katie Billings, M.A. 
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2020 UMass Amherst Sociology Department, Amherst, MA 

Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Medical Urbanism; The (Cultural) War of the Worlds; When Does 

‘Messing Around’ Get Serious? 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Jonathan Wynn 

 

2017 UMass Amherst Sociology Department, Amherst, MA 

Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Medical Urbanism 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Jonathan Wynn 

 

2014 – 2016 Child Trends Early Childhood Development Department, Bethesda, MD 

Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Building Capacity to Use Linked Early Childhood Administrative 

Data 

Principal Investigators: Dr. Kelly Maxwell 

 

Project(s): DC Public Schools Early Childhood Program Evaluation 

Principal Investigators: Dr. Tamara Halle 

 

Project(s): Rhode Island Early Learning Development Standards Evaluation 

Principal Investigators: Danielle Hegseth, M.P.P. 

 

Project(s): Teaching the Teachers of Our Youngest Children: The State of 

Early Childhood Higher Education in New York 

Principal Investigators: Fran Kipnis, M.A. and Carlise King, M.A. 

 

2014 Hobart and William Smith Colleges Education Department, Geneva, NY 

Research Assistant 

 

Project(s): Pedagogies of the Radical Black Press, Community Education Task 

Force’s Resistance to Mayoral Control in Rochester, NY 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Khuram Hussain 

 

 

TECHNICAL SKILLS AND TRAINING 

 

Research 

 

Institute for Social Science Research (ISSR) Methodology Workshops:  

• Getting Started in NVivo (2016) 

• Introduction to Qualitative Interviewing (2017) 



Updated September 2023 

 Garfield-Abrams CV / Page 8   

• Qualtrics for Beginners (2020) 

• Coding and Qualitative Data Analysis in MAXQDA (2020) 

• Photovoice: Visual Elicitation Meets Participatory Action Research (2021) 

 

Software Fluency 

• MAXQDA 

• NVivo 

• Qualtrics 

 

Teaching 

 

Westchester Community College Online Teaching Certification Course (2022) 

 

UMass University Without Walls Online Faculty Development Course (2020) 

4-week course exploring the instructional and technical aspects of online education. 

 

UMass Center for Teaching and Learning: Midterm Assessment Process (2019) 

 

Graduate Coursework: SOC797A – Teaching Sociology (2018) 

 


