
Agenda of the 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Undergraduate Student Senate 

 
Speaker Fox            January 2021 Coordinating Council 

Zoom Meeting         January 12th, 2021 at 5:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order:  

2. Announcements:   

3. Roll Call:  

4. Approval of the Minutes: 

5. Officer Reports: 

a. University Student Trustee Scalona studenttrustee@umass.edu: 
b. President Epstein sgapresident@umass.edu: 
c. Vice President Chang sgavicepresident@umass.edu: 
d. Speaker Fox sgaspeaker@umass.edu: 
e. Associate Speaker Gandhi sgaspeaker@umass.edu: 
f. Chief Justice (if requested) sgajudiciary@umass.edu: 
g. Residence Hall Association President rha@sacl.umass.edu: 
h. RSO Council Presidents:  

i. Agency Reports: 

j. Cabinet: 

Secretary Bennett sgapolicy@umass.edu:  
Secretary Lechowicz sgatechnology@umass.edu: Website Updates 
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- I worked with Chair Marceau on a new RSO Budget Process landing page, which is linked on 

our website and on the website’s RSO page. This page will hopefully be a good user-friendly 

way for student groups to access resources and deadlines for this year’s budget process. 

- Looking ahead to the upcoming elections, I have begun the process of preparing the digital 

infrastructure on our website to facilitate them. This includes the Elections page, the Meet the 

Candidates page, and everything associated with those pages. 

- Still actively working on streamlining the connection between “Student Organizations” and the 

two RSO and Agency pages that we already have. This is an opportunity to actually add a couple 

things, including a potential events calendar for student org events, and infrastructural 

reconfiguration to support potential future Title VII bylaw revisions. 

Meetings 

- I have continued attending the Chancellor’s Teaching, Learning, Technology and Student 

Success planning group meetings for the Spring semester; now that the plan is publicly available, 

we are looking at potential tech and plan implementation issues that could come up this spring. 

We haven’t been meeting frequently over the holidays, but we have meetings scheduled 

throughout the rest of January. 

- I attended a few meetings with other SGA members about proposed by-law revisions to Title 

VII. 

- I attended the University Relations Faculty Senate Advancement Council (notes are in the 

Google Drive), where we discussed the University’s ongoing branding efforts and an upcoming 

umass.edu gateway redesign that will go live in late Feb. 

Chief of Staff Cohen sgachiefofstaff@umass.edu:  
Secretary McKenna sgapolicy@umass.edu:  
Secretary Montilla sgadiversity@umass.edu:  
Secretary Morel-Paletta sgasustainability@umass.edu: Hi everyone! The past couple of weeks 

I've been working on my racial justice plan. I've made a sustainability outreach survey 
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(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdK8swrCNFN6Ckme0fAPj4oh2HW2-RD4YqLk

XzL1V5AxMwznQ/viewform?usp=pp_url) that has been shared in the UMass class facebooks 

and on the SGA website. I've reached out to CMASS to see if they can share it with cultural 

RSOs however I haven't received a response yet. I'm going to continue working on sharing it on 

as many platforms as possible. 

Secretary Abramson sgaregistry@umass.edu: 
Secretary Duddy sgaveteransaffairs@umass.edu: I've spent the last few weeks making edits to 

my Racial Justice Plans as well as reviewing those from the other branches. I've also been 

addressing GI Bill questions and concerns through my office and directing student veterans with 

unresolved issues towards Lynn Gates. 

Secretary Yee sgapublicrelations@umass.edu:  
Secretary Ngo sgafinance@umass.edu:  
Attorney General Latimer-Ireland sgaattorneygeneral@umass.edu: Hi all! I hope you’re well. 

Since the last meeting I’ve done the things listed here - I’m sorry they’re not in more detail. 

Please ask me questions 

* Food Justice meeting 

* Continuing Title VII Revisions 

* Attended the facilities, finance, and hr spring planning group 

* Working on a student debt cancellation initiative with a statewide organization 

* Participated in the SLSO staff attorney search 

* Revised racial justice plan 

* Attended the RJC leadership meeting 

* SGA Title IX meeting, worked on the motion and future planning 

* Had a meeting with Jennie and Sonya 

* Housing bylaw meeting with Attorney Manzanares, Solomon, and Michael 

Reach out if you want to know more about any of these things or if you want to collaborate! 
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k. Faculty Senate Representative: 

l. ESO Event Representative: 

m. Vice Chancellor’s Student Advisory Board Representative: 

6. Senate Committee Reports: 

Chair Antinori sgaugradexperience@umass.edu: Hi everyone! Hope everyone had a nice 

holiday season! USC will be meeting this weekend as a committee. At our meeting, we will 

discuss committee and individual project goals for the semester. Specifically, I plan to assign 

committee members to each RJC task force. This semester I also plan on collaborating with RJC 

to work on improving the representation of counselors of color within CCPH as well as update 

the bylaws to include the Secretary of Diversity as an ex officio member of USC. Additionally, 

Vice Chair Aliana plans to lead the way in coordinating a Matchmaking app to promote mental 

health for students in the spring. Over break, I have been prepping for USC’s spring projects by 

reaching out to both Garett Distefano (Head of Dining) to discuss the option of providing 

on-campus students with reusable bags to take food out of dining halls. I also met recently with a 

UMass student to begin outreaching and gathering student feedback on a Swipe Out Hunger 

program, which can hopefully get implemented next fall. I have also been in communication 

with WMUA about getting a covid personal testimony podcast series started at the Mullins 

Center in the spring. Lastly, I have been attending the Well-being Wednesday Task Force 

meetings and the SLSO staff attorney search. 

Chair Carino sgaacademic@umass.edu:  
Chair Kendall sgaadminaffairs@umass.edu:  
Chair Gabriel sgasojec@umass.edu:  
Chair Curto  sgaoutreach@umass.edu:  
Chair Rajkumar  sgafinancecommit@umass.edu:  
Chair Marceau sgawaysmeans@umass.edu:  
Chair Jensen sgauroc@umass.edu: 
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7. SGA Advisor Lydia Washington  lwash@umass.edu: 
8. The Committee of the Whole: 

9. Special Orders: 

2021-CC-SO1 

Motion to appoint Michael Suchecki to the Administrative Affairs Committee. 

Sponsored by Speaker Fox and Associate Speaker Gandhi 

2021-CC-SO2 

Motion to appoint Jayda Coren to the Social Justice and Empowerment Committee. 

Sponsored by Speaker Fox and Associate Speaker Gandhi 

2021-CC-SO2 

Motion to appoint John Dacey as Chair of the Ways and Means Committee. 

Sponsored by Speaker Fox and Associate Speaker Gandhi 

 

10. Unfinished Business - Main Motions: 

2020-CC-S1 

Whereas, 48.3% of college students voted on Election Day in 2016 and the 2020 percentage of 

college voters is estimated to be even higher, and; 

 

Whereas, UMass Amherst has a history of encouraging civic engagement and student advocacy 

with their votes, and; 

 

Whereas, UMass Amherst in past years has designated Election Day a holiday on the academic 

calendar, and; 

 

Whereas, Election Day this year was not designated a holiday by UMass Amherst or the Faculty 

Senate, and; 
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Whereas, the decision to hold classes on that day may have prohibited students or faculty 

members from being able to make time to get to the polls to do their civic duty by voting in the 

election,  

 

Whereas, a petition to UMass Amherst administration and Faculty Senate has accumulated over 

200 signatures in support of designating future Election Days as a class-free holiday on the 

academic calendar, therefore; 

 

Be it resolved that the UMass Amherst Student Government Association formally urges the 

UMass Amherst administration and the UMass Amherst Faculty Senate to designate all future 

Election Days in which state or federal elections are held a holiday on the academic calendar, 

and 

 

Be it further resolved that all course meetings and mandatory deadlines on that day in the future 

should be cancelled or postponed so as to guarantee students the opportunity to participate 

equally in our democracy. 

Sponsored by Senator Collins, Senator Suchecki, President Epstein, Attorney General 

Latimer-Ireland, Secretary Montilla, and Secretary McKenna 

11. New Business - Main Motions: 

2021-CC-S3 

Whereas, per a 2019 national campus climate survey, rates of campus sexual violence have 

increased by 3% for undergraduate women and 1.4% for undergraduate men since 2015; and  

 

Whereas, approximately 16,000 college students across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

have been directly impacted by sexual violence; and  
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Whereas, sexual violence affects members from marginalized communities at a higher rate; and 

 

Whereas, protections for survivors have been limited by former Secretary of Education Betsy 

Devos; and  

 

Whereas, the Every Voice Bill provides critical protections and resources for our students, and 

transparency for our community at large; and 

 

Whereas, the Every Voice Bill would provide support for survivors by providing, among other 

things, access to medical and legal support services, an amnesty policy and confidential advising 

services for students; and  

 

Whereas, the bill would also increase the collection of public data on sexual violence through 

climate surveys to increase transparency, measure progress, improve policy and provide 

universal, evidence-based prevention and response training for all students and staff, therefore;  

 

Be it resolved, that the SGA strongly encourages the Chancellor and his leadership team to make 

a statement in support of the Every Voice Bill, S.2979: An Act Relative to Sexual Violence on 

Higher Education Campuses and ask Governor Charlie Baker to sign it into law, in order to 

support college students across the Commonwealth.  

Sponsored by Secretary Montilla, Attorney General Latimer-Ireland, 

Senator Moulton, Secretary McKenna  
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