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This book reveals the little known role 
played by a Turkish diplomat, Behiç Erkin, 
Ambassador to France, who with his staff 
saved Turkish Jews living in France from 
certain death during World War II. Recent 
fi ndigs of contemporaneous documents 
from various US government archives, 
confi rm that the intervention in behalf of 
French Jews with Turkish origins was not 
the policy of the Government of Turkey 
at all but the determined undertaking of 
members of the Turkish diplomatic corps in 
France. They acted independently against 
the extant policy of Ankara, risking the 
wrath and ire of their own government as 
well as those of Germany and its puppet 
regime, Vichy France. Their careers and 
often their lives were at risk. Comparatively 
few of France’s Jewish community having 
Turkish origins were deported and died in 
Eastern Europe’s concentration camps 
and crematoria, 8.2% versus 25% for all of 
France. 

The approach used in this book 
incorporates hard historical facts, statistics 
and archival documents from the FDR 
Presidential Library, Yad Vashem, Turkish, 
German, and French offi cial government 
archives as well as oral histories taken from 
those directly involved. This latter evidence 
comes primarily, although not exclusively, 
from the testimonies now available through 
the USC Shoah Foundation Institute’s 
survivor testimonies project. 

Cold hard facts become personalized 
when names and faces of real people 
are attributed to them. By reproducing 
a multitude of archival documents and 
testimonies, most of which have been 
unexamined by historians, light is shed on 
an overlooked part of history that will help 
shift the paradigm which has prevailed 
for over half a century in the relevant 

literature. Behiç Erkin and the other 
courageous Turkish diplomats in France 
were instrumental in saving Jews from the 
Holocaust. Yet too few have heard of their 
noble and often harrowing efforts during 
one of humanity’s darkest moments.

Arnold Reisman has boldly questioned the 
notion that the rescue of Turkish heritage 
Jews in France from annihilation was the 
policy of the Turkish government in Ankara. 
He has uncovered the altruistic role of 
Turkish Ambassador Behiç Erkin and that 
of the Turkish legation in Paris and Vichy 
who, independently, saved Turkish Jews. 
Using documents from various United 
States National Archives and news media, 
Dr. Reisman documented Erkin’s recall in 
the midst of massive deportations of other 
French Jews to Auschwitz, and the offi cial 
governmental opposition in Ankara to 
Erkin and the Turkish legation’s life saving 
activities. 
 This is a pioneering effort in extracting 
evidence from Turkish government archives 
about its activities during the Holocaust. 

— PROFESSOR YITZCHAK KEREM, 
EDITOR SEFARAD, 

THE SEPHARDIC NEWSLETTER, 
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

Behic Erkin behaved nobly, not because he 
was told to do so, but because he was a 
righteous man.
 I’ve enjoyed reading your book very 
much: it’s well argued and well sourced. 
The international context is very ably 
sketched in.  

– ANDREW MANGO, 
DISTINGUISHED HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR OF 

MANY BOOKS ON MODERN TURKEY.
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