
OFFICE OF THE FACULTY SENATE, UMASS AMHERST 
Secretary’s Notes 

April 29, 2015 
 

• ELECTIONS.  At the next Faculty Senate meeting on April 30 (Integrative 
Learning Center [ILC] S331), there will be an election for the Presiding Officer 
and the Faculty Delegate to the Board of Trustees.  Nominees are: 

 Presiding Officer: Richard Bogartz (Psychological and Brain Sciences) 
Faculty Delegate to the Board of Trustees: Susan Krauss Whitbourne 
(Psychological and Brain Sciences) 
Additional nominations may be made on the floor of the meeting. 
 

• BYLAW CHANGES.  At the last meeting, on April 9, there was a contested 
election for the next Secretary of the Faculty Senate, for which a more formalized 
voting procedure was developed in advance.  At the request of the Rules 
Committee, a motion to amend the current Bylaws to include the more formalized 
voting procedures that we utilized for that meeting will be introduced. 
Specifically, to be added to Chapter 3: 

Section 6: Procedures for the Election of Officers of the Faculty Senate 
3-6-1 (a) The Secretary will announce anticipated vacancies no later than 10 days in advance of 

the meeting at which an election is scheduled to be held; 
 (b) Names of candidates nominated in advance will appear on the agenda; 

(c) At the meeting at which elections will be held, an opportunity for further nominations 
from the floor will be provided; 
(d) Voting will be by written secret ballot, with the names nominated in advance on the 
ballot and space for a write-in candidate provided on the ballot; 
(e) The Presiding Officer will appoint two tellers from among continuing members of the 
Rules Committee or other senators as appropriate; 
(f) As the votes are collected by the tellers, a member of the Faculty Senate office staff 
will verify and check off voters on the current list of all Senators eligible to vote; 
(g) The tellers will count the votes and report the results to the Presiding Officer; 
(h) If, on the first ballot, a candidate obtains a majority of the votes cast, the Presiding 
Officer will declare that candidate elected; 
(i) If, on the first ballot, no candidate obtains a majority of the votes cast, there will be a 
second ballot between the two candidates who obtain the highest number of votes cast on 
the first ballot; in the case of a tie vote for the highest number of ballots cast on the first 
ballot, the second ballot will include only the names of the candidates creating the tie 
vote on the first ballot; in the case of a tie vote for the second highest number of votes on 
the first ballot, there will be a separate ballot to identify the candidate who will appear on 
the second line of the second ballot; 
(j) On a second ballot, the Presiding Officer will declare the candidate with the highest 
number of votes elected;  
(k) In the case of a tie vote on the second ballot, there will be additional ballots until a 
candidate is elected; and 
(l) In the case of an uncontested election, for which there is only one nominee, the 
Presiding Officer may waive the formal procedures d-k above and declare the nominee 
elected on the basis of a positive voice vote.  

 
Ernie May, Secretary, Faculty Senate 


