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The Rules Committee is charged with reviewing the Bylaws of the Faculty Senate annually 
and proposing appropriate amendments to the Faculty Senate. 
 
The procedure for amending the Bylaws is specified in the Faculty Senate Constitution: 
 

10.   BYLAW AMENDMENT PROCEDURES 
 
The Bylaws of the Senate may be adopted, amended, or repealed by: 
 
(a) A three-fifths vote of those present and voting at the Regular or Special meeting of the 
Senate; 
(b) A majority vote of the voting members present and voting at a Regular meeting of the 
General Faculty provided that; 
(c) Amendments relating to the powers, responsibilities or composition of Senate councils 
shall have been presented at two previous meetings of the body concerned, occurring in two 
different months; 
(d) All other proposed amendments shall have been presented at one previous meeting of 
the body concerned; and 
(e) The final vote on all Bylaw amendments shall be by written ballot unless those present 
rule otherwise by a two-third majority 
 
 
 
The following pages present a table giving the current bylaw text in the lefthand column 
and the proposed changes in the righthand column. 
 
Recommended additions are indicated by grey highlighting; recommended deletions are 
indicated by strikethroughs. 
 
  



  SEN. DOC. No. 20-061 
 

CURRENT 
 

PROPOSED CHANGES 

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES: 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Section 1: Definitions 
4-1-1 “Councils” shall be defined as 
subordinate units of the Senate established 
for the following purposes: 
(a) To review and evaluate existing campus 
policies and programs and to develop 
policy recommendations within their 
assigned responsibilities to be presented in 
the form of reports, with motions, for 
subsequent Senate action; and 
(b) To provide advice on implementation of 
policy within their assigned 
responsibilities. Such advice shall be 
provided directly to the administration, 
provided, however, that detailed 
summaries of advice rendered shall be 
reported to the Senate at least once every 
semester. 
 
4-1-2 “Standing Committees” shall be 
defined as subordinate units of the Senate 
established for the following purposes: 
(a) To review and evaluate existing campus 
policies and programs within their 
assigned responsibilities, and to report 
thereon to the Senate; and 
(b) To develop policy recommendations 
within their assigned responsibilities, to be 
presented in the form of reports, with 
motions, for subsequent Senate action. 

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES: 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Section 1: Definitions and Procedures:and 
Responsibilities 
4-1-1 “Councils” shall be defined as are 
subordinate units of the Senate established 
for the following purposes: 
(a) To review and evaluate existing campus 
policies and programs and to develop 
policy recommendations within their 
assigned responsibilities to be presented in 
the form of reports, with motions, for 
subsequent Senate action; and 
(b) To provide advice on implementation of 
policy within their assigned 
responsibilities. Such advice shall be 
provided directly to the administration, 
provided, however, that detailed 
summaries of advice rendered shall be 
reported to the Senate at least once every 
semester. 
 
4-1-2 “Standing Committees” shall be 
defined as are subordinate units of the 
Senate established for the following 
purposes: 
(a) To review and evaluate existing campus 
policies and programs within their 
assigned responsibilities, and to report 
thereon to the Senate; and 
(b) To develop policy recommendations 
within their assigned responsibilities, to be 
presented in the form of reports, with 
motions, for subsequent Senate action. 
 
4-1-3 The conduct of Council and 
Committee meetings is governed by 
Sections 1-1-2, 1-1-3, 1-1-4, and 1-1-6 of 
these Bylaws; attendance at Council and 
Committee meetings is governed by  
Sections 1-2-2 and 1-2-3 of these Bylaws.  
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Renaming a Council 
 
5-1-1 Beginning with the first academic 
year after the adoption of these Bylaws, 
Faculty Senate Councils to be appointed 
shall be: 
… 
(f)  A Council on Public Engagement and 
Outreach 
… 
 

Renaming a Council 
 
5-1-1 Beginning with the first academic 
year after the adoption of these Bylaws, 
Faculty Senate Councils to be appointed 
shall be: 
… 
(f)  A Council on Public Engagement and 
Outreach Council 
… 

Charge of the Academic Priorities Council 
 
5-3-1  The Academic Priorities Council 
shall: 
(a) Provide advice to the Administration on 
all matters of academic planning and 
priority; 
(b) Provide advice to the Administration 
relating to the growth, stabilization, 
reduction, merger and closure of academic 
programs; 
(c) Review, at the request of the 
Administration, long-range plans involving 
changes in academic priorities; 
(d) Review all proposals for new programs. 
Since the concept of priority includes 
competition for resources, the Council’s 
review may include an assessment of the 
priority of the proposed new program in 
relation to existing programs with which 
the new program will compete; and 
(e) Review AQAD Reports. 

Charge of the Academic Priorities Council 
 
5-3-1  The Academic Priorities Council 
shall: 
(a) Provide advice to the Administration on 
all matters of academic planning and 
priority; 
(b) Provide advice to the Administration 
relating to the growth, stabilization, 
reduction, merger or and closure of 
academic programs; 
(c) Review, at the request of the 
Administration, long-range plans affecting 
involving changes in academic priorities or 
the condition of academic programs; 
(d) Review all proposals for new programs. 
Since the concept of priority includes 
competition for resources, the Council’s 
review may include an assessment of the 
priority of the proposed new program in 
relation to existing programs with which 
the new program will compete;  
(e) Provide to the Senate, at its request, 
advice regarding academic planning or the 
condition of academic programs. 
(f) (e) Review and make recommendations 
regarding the AQAD Reports process. 
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Charge of the Athletic Council 
 
5-4-1 The Athletic Council shall implement 
the “Statement of Athletic Policy” adopted 
by the Board of Trustees on February 14, 
1957, and any related resolution which the 
Board may adopt thereafter.  Consistent 
with present policies on admissions and 
academic standards, the Intercollegiate 
Athletic Program shall be developed to a 
point where it is representative of the best 
efforts of the University, with aims and 
ideals of achievement comparable to those 
expected of the academic departments. 
This development shall proceed in accord 
with policies and regulations of the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association, 
and all athletic conferences in which the 
University maintains membership. The 
Intramural Athletic Program shall be 
staffed and equipped to meet the needs of 
all students who desire to participate, and 
the University shall encourage 
participation through a varied program 
including sports with carry-over value for 
life after graduation. All athletic accounts 
shall be open to review by the President of 
the Student Government Association 
or a designee. This Council shall submit an 
annual report both to the Faculty Senate 
and the Student Government Association, 
which shall include a detailed breakdown 
of all athletic program budgets. 
 
 
[changes continue on next page] 

Charge of the Athletic Council 
 
5-4-1  The Athletic Council shall 
implement the “Statement of Athletic 
Policy” adopted by the Board of Trustees 
on February 14, 1957, and any related 
resolution which the Board may adopt 
thereafter. 
   Consistent with present policies on 
admissions and academic standards, the 
Intercollegiate Athletic Program shall be 
developed to a point where it is 
representative of the best efforts of the 
University, with aims and ideals of 
achievement comparable to those expected 
of the academic departments. This 
development shall proceed in accord with 
policies and regulations of the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association, and all 
athletic conferences in which the 
University maintains membership. The 
Athletic Council shall review the efforts of 
the Department of Athletics, including 
academic progress of student-athletes, 
student-athlete health and wellness, 
departmental compliance with NCAA 
regulations, finances, and matters of equity 
and diversity in its programs. 
     The Athletic Council shall also review 
activities of Campus Recreation, including 
Intramural and Club Sports, Fitness, 
Aquatics, and Outdoor pursuits, related 
Wellbeing initiatives, and the campus 
Recreation Center and related facilities, 
and help ensure that Campus Recreation 
The Intramural Athletic Program shall be 
is staffed and equipped to meet the needs of 
all students who desire to participate. and 
The University shall encourage 
participation through a varied program of 
recreational sport activities and student 
employment opportunities, with carry-over 
value for life after graduation.  All athletic 
accounts shall be open to review by the 
President of the Student Government 
Association 
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or a designee.] This The Athletic Council 
shall submit an annual report both to the 
Faculty Senate, and the Student 
Government Association, and the 
Graduate Student Senate. which This 
report shall include a detailed breakdown 
of all athletic program budgets. the 
administration and operation of the 
Department of Athletics.  The report shall 
address academic performance of student-
athletes, compliance with NCAA 
regulations, equity and diversity, facilities, 
finances, and student-athlete health and 
wellness (including mental health and 
sports medicine). 
 

General Education Council Charge 
 
5-8-1  The General Education Council shall 
oversee that part of the University 
curriculum which is required of all 
undergraduate students. It shall: 
(a) Review and recommend proposals and 
policies concerning General Education 
requirements; 
(b) Establish guidelines and criteria for all 
courses which satisfy General Education 
requirements; review the courses proposed 
for General Education and existing 
distribution requirements and make 
appropriate recommendations to the 
Faculty Senate; 
(c) Review courses previously approved to 
fulfill General Education requirements (or 
distribution designations) within five years 
of their approval (and within every five 
years thereafter) in order to recommend 
their re-approval to the Faculty Senate; 
(d) Serve as an advisory body to the Vice 
Provost for Undergraduate and Continuing 
Education on matters relating to General 
Education; and 
(e) Serve as an advisory body to 
curriculum committees in schools and 
colleges on matters pertaining to General 

General Education Council Charge 
 
5-8-1 The General Education Council shall 
oversee that part of the University 
curriculum which is required of all 
undergraduate students. It shall: 
(a) Review and recommend proposals and 
policies concerning General Education 
requirements; 
(b) Establish guidelines and criteria for all 
courses and curricular options which that 
satisfy General Education requirements; 
review the courses and curricular options 
proposed for General Education and 
existing distribution requirements and 
make appropriate recommendations to the 
Faculty Senate; 
(c) Review courses and curricular options 
previously approved to fulfill General 
Education requirements (or distribution 
designations) within five years of their 
approval (and within every five years 
thereafter) in order to recommend their re-
approval to the Faculty Senate; 
(d) Serve as an advisory body to the Vice 
Provost for Undergraduate and Continuing 
Education on matters relating to General 
Education; and 
(e) Serve as an advisory body to 
curriculum committees in schools and 
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Education and other requirements 
(excluding requirements for the major). 

colleges on matters pertaining to General 
Education and other requirements 
(excluding requirements for the major). 
 

International Studies Council Changes to 
the Titles of Ex Officio Members 
 
5-12-2 Its membership shall be: 
(a) Twenty Faculty Members, including 
one from each School/College headed by a 
Dean and one Librarian; 
(b) Two Faculty Members selected by the 
Area Studies Programs (Latin American, 
Asian, Modern European and Judaic and 
Near Eastern Studies); 
(c) One Faculty Member selected by the 
Center for International Education; 
(d) The Executive Director of International 
Programs or a designee, serving ex officio; 
(e) The Director of the Five College Center 
for Study of World Languages or a 
designee, serving ex officio; 
(f) The Director of International Students 
and Scholar Services, serving ex officio; 
(g) The Director of Short-Term and 
Faculty Programs, serving ex officio; 
The Dean of the Graduate School or a 
designee, serving ex officio; 
(h) The Vice Chancellor for Research and 
Engagement or a designee, serving ex 
officio; 
(i) The Five Colleges Executive Director or 
a designee, serving ex officio; 
(j) The Vice Provost for Continuing and 
Professional Education or a designee, 
serving ex officio; 
(k) The Secretary of the Faculty Senate or 
a designee, serving ex officio, non-voting; 
(l) One Graduate Student, selected by the 
Chair of the International Studies Council; 
and 
(m) One Undergraduate Student, selected 
by the Chair of the International Studies 
Council. 

International Studies Council   Changes to 
the Titles of Ex Officio Members 
 
5-12-2 Its membership shall be: 
(a) Twenty Faculty Members, including 
one from each School/College headed by a 
Dean and one Librarian; 
(b) Two Faculty Members selected by the 
Area Studies Programs (Latin American, 
Asian, Modern 
European and Judaic and Near Eastern 
Studies); 
(c) One Faculty Member selected by the 
Center for International Education; 
(d) The Executive Director of International 
Programs The Associate Provost of 
International Programs or a designee, 
serving ex officio; 
(e) The Director of the Five College Center 
for Study of World Languages or a 
designee, serving ex officio; 
(f) The Director of International Students 
and Scholar Services, serving ex officio; 
(g) The Director of Short-Term and 
Faculty Programs, serving ex officio; 
The Dean of the Graduate School or a 
designee, serving ex officio; 
(h) The Vice Chancellor for Research and 
Engagement or a designee, serving ex 
officio; 
(i) The Five Colleges Executive Director or 
a designee, serving ex officio; 
(j) The Vice Provost for Continuing and 
Professional Online Education or a 
designee, serving ex officio; 
(k) The Secretary of the Faculty Senate or 
a designee, serving ex officio, non-voting; 
(l) One Graduate Student, selected by the 
Chair of the International Studies Council; 
and 
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(m) One Undergraduate Student, selected 
by the Chair of the International Studies 
Council. 

Program and Budget Council Charge 
 
5-13-1  The Program and Budget Council 
shall: 
(a) Participate in an advisory capacity in 
the campus operating budget process, 
including the current fiscal year and plans 
which are developed for future years; 
(b) Participate in an advisory capacity in 
the campus capital budget process, 
including the 
current fiscal year and plans which are 
developed for future years; 
(c) Undertake, at the request of the Senate 
or the Chancellor, surveys of the costs of 
proposed programs and policies; and 
(d) Review the administration of funds on 
the Amherst campus. 
 

Program and Budget Council Charge 
 
1-13-1  The Program and Budget Council 
shall: 
(a) Participate in an advisory capacity in 
the campus operating budget process, 
including the current fiscal year and plans 
which are developed for future years; 
(b) Participate in an advisory capacity in 
the campus capital budget process, 
including the 
current fiscal year and plans which are 
developed for future years; 
(c) Undertake, at the request of the Senate 
or the Chancellor, surveys of the costs of 
proposed and existing programs and 
policies; and 
(d) Review the administration of funds on 
the Amherst campus. 
 
 

 
  



  SEN. DOC. No. 20-061 
 

Creation of a Permanent Subsidiary 
Committee of the Research Council 
 
 
 
This proposed amendment would insert a 
new section to follow 5-14-2, with the 
current Section 5-14-3 being renumbered 
as 5-14-4 
 
 

Creation of a Subsidiary Committee of the 
Research Council 
 
5-14-3 The Research Council shall 
establish a Research Computing 
Committee. 
a.  It will review, evaluate, and advise the 
Council and the Campus Administration 
concerning policies and campus resources 
that support the varied research 
computing and research data management 
needs of campus scholarly and academic 
researchers.  Its purview includes, but is 
not necessarily limited to: i) infrastructure 
for research computing and research data 
management on campus and beyond; ii) 
policies and priorities concerning such 
infrastructure and its management; iii) 
strategic planning concerning such 
infrastructure and its management; and iv) 
compliance with related requirements, 
including access to, handling, and 
preservation of sensitive data. 
b. Its membership shall be 
i) six faculty members – one designated by 
the Research Council from among its 
members, four designated by the Faculty 
Senate with attention to the diversity of 
scholarly and research use of computing 
and data by researchers of this campus, 
and one designated from among its 
members by the Information and 
Communication Technology Council to 
also serve as liaison to that Council; 
ii) one librarian designated by the Dean of 
Libraries; 
iii) one member from Information 
Technology designated by the Vice 
Chancellor for Information Technology / 
Chief Information Officer having expertise 
in research computing infrastructure and 
its security; 
iv) one member designated by the Vice 
Chancellor for Research and Engagement 
having expertise in compliance; 
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v) one graduate student designated by the 
Graduate Student Senate; and 
vi) one undergraduate student designated 
by the Student Government Association. 
c. It shall make its recommendations with 
respect to the above to the Research 
Council, the Vice Chancellor for Research 
and Engagement, the Vice Chancellor for 
Information Technology, the Chief 
Information Officer, and the Dean of 
Libraries and shall also provide an annual 
report summarizing its activities and 
recommendations to the Research Council, 
the Vice Chancellor for Research and 
Engagement, the Vice Chancellor for 
Information Technology / Chief 
Information Officer, and the Dean of 
Libraries. 
 

Distribution of Research Council minutes 
 
5-14-3: Minutes of meetings shall be sent to 
the Academic Deans and to other recipients 
as required by these Bylaws. 
 

Distribution of Research Council Minutes 
 
5-14-4 5-14-3: Minutes of Research Council 
meetings shall be sent to the Academic 
Deans and to other recipients as required 
by these Bylaws. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the By-Law Changes, as presented in 
23-20 Sen Doc. No. 20-061. 
 
 


