
University of Massachusetts Amherst Faculty Senate 

Rules Committee 

Minutes of meeting by e-mail 13-14 April 2021 

Participating: Steve Brewer, Lisa Green, Dave Hoagland, Sarah Hutton, Karen Kalmakis, 

Mzamo Mangaliso, Jennifer Normanly, MJ Peterson, Janice Telfer 

 

1.  Draft of a resolution on The Campus in Covid Times for the April 22nd Faculty Senate 

meeting. 

 

Secretary Peterson circulated a draft with the comment that she thinks the Senate needs to adopt 

something like this at the April 22nd meeting, and invited comments and improvements. 

 

A member suggested circulating to senators for comments and suggestions beforehand. 

 

It was agreed to do that.  Since there will be notice of the agenda item the required one week 

ahead of time, circulating a draft for comment and posting a refined draft the night before the 

meeting would be sufficient notice of the item. 

 

2.  Likely item from the Undergraduate Education Council 

 

Secretary Peterson circulated a Guidance on the Grading of Undergraduate Courses being 

developed by the Undergraduate Education Council, on which Council voting be email is still in 

progress).  She emphasized that this would be guidance, not a policy, and respects the Council's 

mandate by explicitly limiting the guidance to undergraduate courses. 

 

One member noted that the same question came up before the CNS curriculum committee. It 

doesn't seem to be a problem in CNS. I understand it arose in CNS from a response to a 

student complaint in which the student was told that they couldn't get an idea of their grade 

before the end of the semester because it depended on the performance of other 

students.  However, there may be more support for the idea in other colleges. 

Others noted that the guidelines address a question that has been discussed for a long time in 

various places around campus.  There is also a large literature indicating that grading systems 

which use quotas (e.g., a grade of A will be given to 10% of the class) or base grading on 

calculations anchored in the mean final grade of all students in the course – called “norm-based 

grading” have several disadvantages as compared to systems in which work is assessed against 

pre-defined grading criteria. 

Once the Council indicates approval, the Guidelines should also be added to the April 22nd 

agenda. 

 

 



 


