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MINUTES – ISC Meeting – December 13, 2005 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: Donal Carbaugh, Steve Forrest, Laurel Foster-Moore, Don Gjertson, Frank Hugus, Nigar 
Khan, Elena Khatskevich, Lorna Pederson, Bernie Schliemann, Cristina Sosa, Peter Stern, Par Volkbus. 
 
Guest speakers: Carl Ho, Ana Muriel, Marios Philipidis 
 
Nigar Khan made a motion to accept the Minutes of November meeting. The motion was seconded and 
then approved. 
 
1. Announcements 
 

• Donal Carbaugh informed the Council that Dr. Robert Sullivan from the Department of Germanic 
Languages and Literature has agreed to be a focal liaison for the Fulbright Foundation on the 
UMass Amherst campus. A memo will be sent to about half a dozen people on campus who are 
involved in coordinating Fulbright programs. Pat Vokbus and Lorna Pederson asked to add to this 
list Nancy Condon and Elizabeth Mazzocco. Nigar Khan suggested organizing a reception for 
Fulbright scholars at UMass and Five colleges to give Fulbright activity some publicity and raise 
the profile of Fulbright programs on campus. Frank Hugus added that it would be good to establish 
a Fulbright Advisory Committee with Robert Sullivan heading it and spread its activity not just to 
UMass but all Five colleges.  

• Donal Carbaugh asked about the Spring semester meeting schedule and invited the Council 
members to send him any suggestions regarding appropriate meeting times. 

• Donal Carbaugh informed the Council about the Council’s desire to arrange a meeting with Vice 
President Marcie Williams and Provost Seymour. A memo requesting such a meeting was sent 
through the Chancellor’s office. Carbaugh and Hugus will inform the Council of any positive 
response or progress as this develops. 

• Donal Carbaugh announced that there are two new ISC members Michael Sugarman 
(Anthropology) and Howard Peele (Teacher Education and Curriculum Studies). 

• Nigar Khan reported to the Council on the launch of a new collaboration initiative in India where 
she went with the Graduate Dean, John Mullin. UMass, along with 12 other U.S. universities, 
signed a memo of understanding with Amrita University in India and governmental agencies of 
India. Basic emphasis of the agreement is to teach engineering and sciences, but UMass insisted on 
including social sciences as well. The education will be based on distance learning, with UMass 
faculty going to India during the semester or breaks; all the expenses are paid by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 
2. Report from International Programs Office – Frank Hugus  
 

• All the students on study abroad programs in Sydney, Australia are accounted for (there was a 
concern because of the recent riots). 

• International Education Week at UMass was successful in spite of the lack of financial resources.  
• Agreement with the University of Heidelberg (Germany) has been drafted and is being discussed 

with the rector of the University.  
• John Mullin and Frank Hugus will be visiting several universities in Xi’an and Shanghai in the 

middle of January to discuss possible agreements with universities in Beijing. They will also be 
going to Shanghai to visit MOITI. 
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• A UMass officials’ trip to Pakistan is scheduled for early February; the goal of the trip will be to 
sign memos of understanding with two universities. (this last piece of report added by Nigar Khan) 

 
3. Report from COPE sub-committee – Stephen Forrest 
COPE sub-committee presented two program proposals to the ISC members: Classics 393A (with a trip to 
Greece) and Engineering 297 (with a trip to Spain). The Professors who developed and will teach both 
courses came to the meeting and answered ISC members’ questions. 
 
Classics 393A. Stephen Forrest informed the Council that the COPE committee discussed and approved 
the proposed course; the course organizers produced a brochure, developed a budget and made travel 
arrangements. This will be a class of about 22 students meeting for one hour throughout Spring 2006 
semester and then going to Greece during May 30 – June 10. During the semester they will discuss and 
read about the places they will be visiting from an archaeological point of view; after the completion of 
the course the students are required to write a paper. The syllabus for the course was not ready to be 
presented to the ISC members.  
 
Professor Marius Philippides who will be teaching the course, Classics 393A, and bringing the students to 
Greece came to the ISC meeting and answered questions about the proposal. He talked about the content 
of the course, course assignments (readings, journal, final paper), travel arrangements (Dirgan Travel 
company), the trip schedule, cost (around 2000 USD), language requirements (there is no requirement to 
know Greek). A similar, earlier course was offered by Rex Wallace when he brought students to Italy. 
 
Engineering 297.  Carl Ho and Ana Muriel of the College of Engineering came to the ISC meeting and 
presented the syllabus for the course they proposed to the members of the Council and answered 
questions. This is a two-graded course that includes a seminar on the cultural, business, regulatory and 
environmental disparities faced by engineers in global assignments and an excursion to Spain during 
Spring Break 2006. The excursion will serve as a first-hand illustration of the cultural and business issues 
raised in the seminar. Dr. Ho and Dr. Muriel answered the ISC members’ questions about the course: 
language requirements (there is no need to know Spanish because all the personnel working with the class 
will be bilingual), funding (the students will have to rely on their parents’ support or take an extra loan, 
but the students will not need a lot of pocket money because everything is taken care of and included in 
the expenses), the number of the students (targeted – 16), possible profit from the program (there is no 
profit, the fee will just cover the expenses). There was a suggestion to present this course to the Five 
Colleges. 
 
After the discussion and course presentation the guest speakers left, and Donal Carbaugh suggested 
making a decision regarding Classics 393 A: Nigar Khan made a motion to approve the course, she was 
seconded by Stephen Forrest. The ISC members voted and approved the course unanimously.  
 
Stephen Forrest made a motion to approve Engineering 297, he was seconded by Don Gjertson. The ISC 
members voted and approved the course unanimously.  
 
Nigar Khan suggested considering a creative way to generate money to cover or partially reimburse the 
students’ expenses during study abroad trips so that more students could afford such trips. For example, if 
adults are going on a trip along with the students, they should pay more to cover some of the students’ 
expenses. The suggestion was supported by the ISC members as valuable.  
 
6. Other. 
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Peter Stern asked the Council to consider different ways the UMass library could help international 
students.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 pm. 


