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MINUTES – ISC Meeting – November 8, 2005 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: JoAnn Bernhard, Donal Carbaugh, Ed Chang, Tayeb El-Hibri, Steve Forrest, Don 
Gjertson, Frank Hugus, Nigar Khan, Elena Khatskevich, Bernie Schliemann, Peter Stern 
 
Frank Hugus made a motion to accept the Minutes of October 11 meeting. It was seconded and 
approved. 
 
1. Announcements 
 
Donal Carbaugh announced that Stephen Forrest agreed to serve as Chair of the COPE sub-committee of 
ISC. He appreciated Steve Forrest’s agreement to take this important position. 
 
Frank Hugus and Donal Carbaugh informed the Council of a letter sent to Vice President Marcie 
Williams and Provost Charlena Seymour to invite them to one of the ISC meetings to talk about how 
they envision the continuing internationalization of the campus.  
 
Donal Carbaugh informed the Council of an ISC mailing list for all Department chairs being generated. 
ISC will send an e-mail to the University Departments to ask for any existing international courses to 
see how these are currently designed. This should serve as a resource for how such things currently 
proceed and serve to further advance the possible ways to cultivate the international dimensions of 
campus life. 
 
2. Report from International Programs Office – Frank Hugus  
 

• Vice-President’s Office sent out a questionnaire to UMass campuses to find out how each 
campus works on international collaboration including teaching and research. This is a second 
questionnaire of this type; the first one concerned study abroad programs. These initiatives are 
indicative of support on the part of the President’s office.  

 
• Given the recent riots in France, Hugus described how all the UMass students currently on a 

study abroad program in France are accounted for and safe. 
 

• November 14-18 will be an international education week – an initiative of the US Department of 
State and Department of Education. All the events on campus will be advertised through the IPO 
website under the heading “News and Events.” 

 
• Collaboration with the University of Heidelberg continues, a Memorandum of Understanding 

was put together and is being processed. 
 

• UMass is in the process of signing an agreement on Indo-US university collaboration that would 
give UMass a lot of exposure to Indian elite universities. There are some concerns on intellectual 
property of UMass courses to be taught at Indian Universities. The initiative will be officially 
launched by Bill Gates and the Indian Prime Minister on December 7 in Delhi. Members of the 
UMass senior administration will participate. 
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3. Proposal/Discussion regarding Third Party Providers (TPP) 
 
Donal Carbaugh presented draft proposal from ISC for Scheduling and Publicizing International Courses 
by Third Party Providers. Main issues and concerns raised with regard to the proposal: 

• There was a question about the circuit for course approval to be listed on SPIRE; Carbaugh 
explained that if the course is approved by ISC, it will be forwarded to John Cunningham and he 
will inform about the next steps. 

• The courses offered by TPP need to have UMass as their school of record, and thus need to be 
approved as UMass courses. One way to do is through offering TPP courses under the heading: 
“Study Abroad Opportunity.” This option is quite broad and could also can include TPP and 
UMass classes. 

• The main reason for listing TPP courses separately is that it is necessary to inform students of 
such opportunities and let them know that this kind of course is different because it includes 
going abroad, and non-UMass faculty. 

• ISC needs to think about the best mechanism to approve TPP courses after departments designate 
them and then list them on SPIRE. However, since there are currently only 6-7 courses of this 
kind, it was suggested that we wait and see how the system works with the existing courses and 
then choose the least cumbersome approach. 

• The proposal was thus tabled.  
 
4. Discussion of Fulbright Liaison to Campus. 
 
The Fulbright Programs on campus have been coordinated by Edwin Gentzler, Susan Whitbourne, and 
others. ISC has been asked whether UMass had a specific liaison who would be able to answer questions 
and coordinate communication between members of the UMass campus and the main Fulbright Offices. 
This person would be made aware of various Fulbright programs and initiatives. Donal Carbaugh 
suggested three candidates for this position: 

• John Brigham (Political Science Department) 
• John Ahern (Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning Department) 
• Robert Sullivan (Germanic Languages and Literature Department) 

The Council agreed that it is necessary to have a faculty representative for a Fulbright Liaison because 
this would make information on Fulbright programs on campus more systematized and also make the 
University and its faculty more attractive to the incoming scholars. 
Frank Hugus suggested having a Fulbright committee which will be formed of all the three candidates 
and also should include Susan Whitbourne who is currently dealing with all the issues pertaining to 
Fulbright programs on campus. 
It was decided to find out more information on the possibility of having a Fulbright committee which 
will play a central role in the work of Fulbright programs on campus: how such a committee will work, 
what kind of responsibilities is might take, and how it will incorporate IPO in its work. ISC members 
were invited to think about this and send their suggestions to Donal Carbaugh. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm. 
 


