
Minutes - ISC meeting November 2, 2009 (submitted by Sherry Bohonowicz) 

 

Attended by: Frank Hugus, Don Gjertson, Nigar Khan, Peter Stern, Rick Taupier, Steve Forrest, 

Irena Bozin, Tayeb El-Hibri, Elizabeth Schumacher, and Donal Carbaugh; Elizabeth Dumont 

(guest). 

 

1) Approval of the October 5, 2009 minutes.  A motion was made to approve the minutes of 

the October 5
th

 meeting; it was seconded, and the minutes were approved. 

 

2) Announcements:  The chair of the council, Donal Carbaugh, welcomed Elizabeth 

Schumacher to the council as the undergraduate representative.  

 

3) Action item 

A motion was made to review the proposed spring break Program “Tropical Field Biology”.  

Donal Carbaugh informed the council that Cope had already vetted the proposal. 

Elizabeth Dumont (Associate Professor of Biology) explained that this a 400 level course offered 

through the Biology Department.  It is an intensive semester-long field course in tropical biology 

and will be taught by faculty from the Departments of Biology and Natural Resources 

Conservation.  Following a series of formal classroom lectures, the course will focus on hands-

on exploration of tropical ecosystems in the lowlands rainforest of Costa Rica and the coral reef 

habitats in Panama for nine days over Spring Break.  This same course has been taught for years 

with the hands-on Spring Break portion taking place in the U.S. Virgin Islands.  There is a limit 

of twenty four students.   

 

Discussion followed: 

Questions were raised about the student to faculty ratio.  The ratio is 4-1.   All safety concerns 

were adequately addressed.  

 

4) Approval 

A motion was made to approve the program; it was seconded and voted unanimously. 

 

5) Action Item 

 A motion was made to review the proposed UMass System-wide exchange agreement with 

Tsinghua University, Beijing, PRC.  The request for approval of this agreement has come from 

the President’s Office in Boston.  Frank Hugus noted that our relationship with Tsinghua 

University pre-dates this agreement and that Tsinghua University is the Chinese academic 

equivalent of an Ivy League School.  This agreement would establish a reciprocal student 

exchange program for educational and cultural enrichment of both universities.  Deputy Provost 

John Cunningham has just returned from Beijing and has reported that he was very impressed by 

this University; it is well furnished and has a modern campus. The President’s Office would like 

ISC to move quickly to accept this proposal. 

 

Discussion followed: 

Questions and concerns were raised regarding the health and safety of students, especially 

twenty-four hour emergency contacts.  Will there be someone available to contact around the 

clock for any health or safety emergency that may arise?   The President’s Office has said that 



Marcie Williams can call any one of five top people at Tsinghua University at any time.   Would 

these contacts be available on a twenty-four hour basis?  Would the contact listed on the 

agreement Ms. LI Hongyu be available twenty-four hours a day?  Is there a second contact 

should she not be available?   One council member questioned whether Tsinghua would really 

follow through and how much the staff would actually look after the student.  Marcie Williams 

may have five people that she can contact at any time, but we shouldn’t have to call Marcie to 

handle an emergency, and what would be done if Marcie can’t be reached?  

 

Additional concerns were raised, e.g., about the teaching of the courses in English.  Other US 

universities have reported instances when the course was supposed to have been taught in 

English but was actually taught in Mandarin.  Erika Schluntz conducted some research to 

determine what U.S. universities have exchange programs with Tsinghua.   Purdue, for example, 

has suspended its Tsinghua program because the support services were not there.  The University 

of Wisconsin Madison, however, has just begun a program with Tsinghua.   The suggestion was 

made that a provision be added to the agreement detailing a list of student services that would be 

provided. 

 

Donal Carbaugh recommended that the council vote in favor of the proposal as written but 

include in its approval the question about who the local contact person would be in case of an 

emergency and whether s/he (plus a back-up) would be on call twenty fours hours a day. 

 

6) Approval 

A motion was made to approve the program; with the above question; it was seconded and voted 

unanimously. 

 

7) Announcements 

• Rick Taupier announced that the international research database should be up and 

running by the end of the week.  He encouraged the council to take a look at it. 

 

• Donal Carbaugh thanked Frank Hugus and the IPO staff for all the hard work put in over 

the weekend to have the Tsinghua proposal ready for the council to consider.  

 

• He also thanked Nigar Khan for all of her work on the graduate dual/joint degree 

program.  Nigar will present a report on this topic at the December ISC meeting. 

 

• Rick Taupier will also present information on international research next month. 

 

8) Upcoming Events 

• International Education Week is coming up the week of November 15, 2009.  

• Nigar Khan reported that the NEASC accreditation team is on campus now. 

 

9) Other Business- None 

 

10) Meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM 
 


