
MINUTES – ISC Meeting – October 11, 2005 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: Lori Baronas, Donal Carbaugh, Ed Chang, Steve Forrest, Laurel Foster, Don Gjertson, 
Frank Hugus, Tayeb El-Hibri, Elena Khatskevich, Moon Kim. Raymond Mahoney, Ernest May, Jose 
Ornelas, Lorna Peterson, Masha Rudman, and Pat Volkbus. 
 
Absent: Nigar Khan 
 
Edward Chang made a motion to accept the Minutes of September 20 meeting, seconded by Frank 
Hugus: Approved. 
 
1. Secretary Position 
Donal Carbaugh informed the Council the Faculty Senate to fund the position of a secretary for ISC. The 
Council has initiated the process of hiring the secretary to take the minutes at the meetings. 
 
2. Report from International Programs Office – Frank Hugus  
Two meetings were called by the University President. The meetings were held in Shrewsbury and 
called for by Jack Wilson in the President’s Office and held by Marcie Williams. The meetings were 
held to discuss international overseas programs and exchanges. The benefits of these programs include 
site visits, expanding courses, the teaching of courses and we might consider this with outside 
organizations. Key trustees in attendance were Kristy Castle, Pres. of the Board of Medicine; John 
Armstrong; and Joel O’Shea who is with Lucient. These trustees understand global relations. 

•  
• IPO is concerned about revitalizing the exchanges program and now the Office is looking at 

three proposals.  
• IPO is planning to work closely with third-party providers like Living Roots. Some concerns of 

the third-party providers are faculty, quality control and site visits. 
• Collaboration between UMass and the University of Heidelberg is to be discussed at the 

Chancellor level; if approved the University of Heidelberg will offer courses at UMass as early 
as summer 2006. 

• Appreciation to Donal Carbaugh and the others who put together a proposal for diversifying the 
campus which was submitted to AAC&U. It was highly competitive with over 100 proposals 
submitted and approximately 10 funded.  Ours wasn’t funded, but the good thing was that the 
initiative for this project came from the Provost Office.  With the endorsement of the Provost 
Office, funding may come form other sources such as the President’s Office.  Donal Carbaugh 
suggested that the Council could look at the proposal and possibly find other agencies which 
could provide funding for this kind of a project. It was suggested that the proposal be emailed to 
committee members and perhaps ISC could use some of the parts to implement. Ernie May 
suggested a sub-committee chair be appointed to Committee for Overseas Programs and 
Exchanges (COPE). 

 
3. Discussion of Third Party Providers  
Donal Carbaugh reminded the Council and distributed a criteria and checklist for vetting proposals for 
international programs developed last year. The general procedure of approving TPP courses is that IPO 
receives a proposal, ISC looks at it and decides if it can be approved as a UMass course, after that it will 
go to the Department. Main points raised by the Council with regard to Third Party Providers (TPP) 



concerned a way to identify the courses offered by TPP as having a special status but at the same time 
being approved by and kept organic with the Department with which this course will be affiliated. One 
of the issues of concern for the Department is the way of placing TPP courses in the Registrar. The 
Council members offered several options regarding listing TPP courses: listing course with a special 
number along with the other courses of the department, listing a course among separate IPO courses, or 
listing TPP courses with the Department courses but under a special heading so that the students could 
know that there might be some additional requirements or costs associated with this course. The Council 
decided to come up with a written suggestion of how to list TPP courses and propose it to the Registrar 
for consideration. The Council members were asked to generate and send any ideas regarding this to 
Donal Carbaugh.  
 
The Council is approving, not academic matters. There was discussion on whether a listing of these 
courses should go through IPO since they already have a cost structure in place or should these courses 
be listed separately for students to register through SPIRE.  
 
The Council members were also asked to generate ideas about the possibility of internationalizing the 
curriculum for the next meeting. 
 
The Council should also ask Marcie Williams to attend an upcoming meeting and also ask Faculty 
Senate for a November or December Meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30. 
 


