
Minutes - ISC meeting- October 5, 2009(submitted by Sherry Bohonowicz) 

 

Attended by: Frank Hugus, Erika Schluntz, Don Gjertson, Pat Vokbus, Nigar Khan, Michael 

Coblyn, Peter Stern, Rosa Rodriguez-Monguio, Ray Mahoney, Rick Taupier, Nate Therien, Jose 

Ornelas and Steve Forrest 

 

1) Approval of the September 14, 2009 minutes.  A motion was made to approve the minutes 

of the April 6, 2009 meeting; it was seconded, and the minutes were approved. 

 

2) Announcements. The chair of the committee Donal Carbaugh was unable to attend this 

meeting; Don Gjertson acted as chair for this meeting.  

• There are openings on the ISC committee for both an undergraduate and graduate 

student to serve.  Donal Carbaugh would like to ask the ISC members for 

recommendations and suggestions to fill these vacancies. 

• Frank Hugus suggested that Erika Schluntz nominate an education abroad advising 

center peer counselor for the undergraduate vacancy. 

3) Report by Chair of the Council - none 

 

4)  IPO Director’s Report 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

• Information session on Boren Scholarships/Fellowships this Wednesday at 7:00 in the 

education abroad advising center. The Boren Scholarship is available for students 

traveling to developing countries in areas of the world like Asia and South America to 

study the language and the culture.  In exchange for accepting this full scholarship, 

students promise to work for the federal government for one to two years.  

• International Education Week: November 16 -20.  Erika Schluntz reported: 

o There is a calendar of events on the IPO web site. Examples of some of the events 

during that week are: “Passport Day” where students will be able to apply for their 

passports and an international career day when students can learn more about careers 

and internships available abroad. There will be workshops for faculty who would like 

to learn about the process of running a short term program abroad. 

o Rick Taupier would like to participate in International Education Week and offered to 

have faculty members give brief sessions on International Research.  He will work 

with Erika Schluntz. 

o Information about International Education Week will be sent to Five Colleges soon. 

 

Updates 

• Hokkaido University of Education has approved the minor changes recommended by 

Brian Burke in the “Agreement” and “Implementing Mou.”  The Japanese version is 

being certified by the Translation Center, after which the documents can go to the Faculty 

Senate.   

• Frank Hugus had a meeting with Provost Staros.  (The Provost has added twice-monthly 

meetings with his senior staff in addition to the monthly meetings with Deans and 

Directors.) 



•  The Provost  is committed to bringing in more international undergraduate students (e.g., 

via the Tsinghua Bridge Program) 

• The Provost is creating a new position of Enrollment Manager to help recruit more out-

of- state students including international students.  Frank Hugus and Pat Vokbus will 

meet with search firm on Wednesday.  Peter Stern noted that historically it seems there 

has been reluctance on the part of Admissions to accept international students.  Rick 

Mahoney asked if international tuition stayed on the campus.  The answer is, yes it does.    

Now that the Admissions Office is under the Provost’s area and with the new Enrollment 

Manager position, it should help increase international recruitment.  Pat Vokbus 

suggested that we research ways to increase the yield of the students who applied and 

were accepted. 

• The Provost is in favor of joint degrees with overseas universities, although not yet sure 

of how the process will work. Peter Stern suggested that IPO work with alumni relations 

to reach out to alums.  Perhaps China would be a good place to start. 

• The Provost wanted to know how IPO finances itself.  Do we charge the same fee for all 

education abroad programs like the private colleges do?   No IPO does not as it would not 

be affordable to our students.  We set fees for each program based on what it costs.  He 

asked if this was the most effective way and wanted to know if study abroad profits could 

go to the departments to help increase their revenue. No, this cannot happen as 

departments should not use funds from study abroad, there really is no substantial profit 

on programs, and the programs would be priced too high.  Jose Ornelas agreed that he 

would not want education abroad programs to support the department as a whole.  Nigar 

Kahn commented that she thought the idea of five-year degree programs and certificate 

programs that are being proposed would be better money makers. 

• The Provost asked if international alumni were used to help in recruitment. 

• John Cunningham has asked Frank to go to China in his place from October 18 – 23.   

• IRAC Meeting, September 30
th

.  Discussion of:  

o Dual/Joint Degrees.  UMP supports them, but only UMB and UMD have had 

much success. 

o Health insurance for international exchange and Fulbright students.  -- Would it 

be possible to add a “rider” for Fulbright coverage? 

o UMD is applying for a federal grant to improve study-abroad programs. 

 

Visits to Campus 

• On September 23rd, Birgit Klein, from The Heidelberg Center for Jewish Studies visited 

the UMass Amherst campus.  Discussion was held as to how UMass Amherst could 

work with this center and possibly establish a relationship. 

• On September 24th, Turhan Mentes, from Hacettepe University, Turkey visited the 

Umass Amherst campus and met with Frank Hugus, Erika Schluntz, and Pat Vokbus.  

There has not been much interest from UMass in studying in Turkey, perhaps because 

we do not teach Turkish at this University.  Perhaps the Turkish universities should get 

in touch with the UMass Medical School in Worcester. 

• On October 5
th,

 representatives from Scuola Leonardo da Vinci, Rome came for a visit.  

They discussed the possibility of an education abroad   program that would provide 6 

credits in Italian Language and 3 credits in the culture and food (the history of Italy 

through food and culture). 



 

5) Action Item: Membership on ISC’s International Education Week Subcommittee 

• Peter Stern, Michael Coblyn and Rick Taupier volunteered to serve on the IEW sub 

committee.  Erika Schluntz, Director of Education abroad will email them to set up a 

meeting. 

 

 

6) Action Item: Membership on ISC’s Recruitment and Admissions Policy Subcommittee 

• Pat Vokbus will serve as the IPO representative, Peter Stern will serve as the ISC 

representative.  Rick Taupier will try and recruit other faculty members to be on the 

committee with a focus on faculty who deal with undergrads.  Donal will check with the 

FHA advising. 

 

Comments:    

• Nate Therien commented that The Five Colleges admissions offices work together on 

recruitment.   Maybe UMass could be a part of that.   

• Rick Taupier commented that there are international fairs in other countries such as India.   

How do these students find their way here?  Older students in their field who have come 

here encourage others to come.  This is usually in a certain area of studies and usually at 

the Graduate level. 

• Rick asked why is there such an increase in Fulbright students? There has been a 100% 

increase since 2000.   There were more applicants and therefore more Fulbrights were 

awarded?    

 

7) Other Business- None 

 

8) Meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


