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MINUTES – ISC Meeting – September 13, 2006 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: Joann Bernhard, Irena Bozin-Mirkovic, Donal Carbaugh, Ed Chang, Steve Forrest, Don 
Gjertson, Frank Hugus, Elena Khatskevich, Lorna Peterson, Zhongwei Shen, Robert Sullivan, Pat Vokbus. 
 
1. Introduction of the members. The Chair welcomed the Council members to the first meeting of the 

academic year and asked them to introduce themselves to each other.   
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the May 10 meeting. Pat Vokbus asked to correct the spelling of her 

name in the May meeting minutes. Ed Chang made a motion to accept the Minutes of the May 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Frank Hugus and the minutes were approved by the members 
of the Council. 

 
3. Fulbright Programs on UMass campus . Robert Sullivan was selected to the liaison for the 

Fulbright Programs on campus. He came to the ISC meeting to introduce himself and clarify his 
responsibilities as he was not clear about what he should do, but felt that his position is important. 
Zhongwei Shen said that he often goes to the Fulbright meetings where they select candidates to 
teach English abroad and he said that UMass representative presence there would be desirable. 
Donal Carbaugh said that the role of the liaison is very important and the Council needs to publicize 
this position. Frank Hugus suggested developing some mechanism on how to inform people about 
the Fulbright liaison on campus. Nigar Khan talked about a meeting of the Graduate School 
Fulbright Advisory Committee on November 29 (the committee consists of Susan Whitbourne, 
Nigar Khan, Robert Sullivan, Edwin Gentzler, Frank Hugus), and at this meeting the Fulbright 
liaison role should be announced. Donal Carbaugh noted that this meeting could be a good 
opportunity to announce that we have a liaison. He invites suggestions about identifying the 
presence of Fulbright students and scholar on campus and asked Nigar Khan and Pat to report about 
possible mechanisms for doing that at the next meeting.  

 
4. Annual report of ISC. Donal Carbaugh presented the annual report which is the summary of the 

things done last year.  
 
5. Nominations. Donal Carbaugh invited the Council Members to nominate candidates for the Chair 

position for Academic year 2006-2007.  Nigar Khan nominated Donal Carbaugh. Her nomination 
was supported by the other members. The Council voted and elected Donal Carbaugh the Chair of 
ISC.    

 
6. Preview of Items for 2006-2007. 
 

• International Education Week will be during November 13-17. Frank Hugus shared the 
plans for this year International Education Week. Undergraduate organization International 
Cultural Experience usually takes an active part and organizes educational and entertaining 
events. Frank Hugus proposed a contest for the best design of the IPO T-shirt. He talked 
about the active role of the School of Management and IPO plans to involve SOM again.  

• Risk and Security Analysis. UMass students go to study to different parts of the world. It 
is necessary to have a team to deal with emergency issues. It could be appointment through 
IPO. Last summer there were a few incidents when IPO had to act on emergency because 
UMass students got in trouble abroad. One was an incident with a student who was on 
exchange in Australia and go beaten and the second case was two UMass students in 
Lebanon who went there on their own (not through any UMass program). Both cases were 
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successfully resolved. Zhongwei Shen said that it would be useful to have a standard 
procedure available at IPO. Students should be told who to contact in emergency if they go 
abroad. Joann Bernhard said that their procedures range from individual student going to 
university to groups of students, so they can’t provide contact people in the countries where 
UMass students might go – it is better to have a contact here. The students or their parents 
contact IPO, if it is on weekend, it is forwarded to police, and they have a list of IPO staff 
who they contact on emergency. Students should be asked to provide a name to be 
contacted in emergency and they need to be informed about emergency services and have 
the numbers in their mobile phones.  

• ISC did some course evaluations  last year. The Living Roots should be coming soon to the 
meeting. The creative courses should be put on paper and publicized.  

 
7.  International Programs Office report.   

• UMass-Heidelberg Universty connection. University of Heidelberg is preparing their case to be 
considered as the center of excellence in Germany. UMass contact there has been replaced by 
someone who is new and has been very busy lately. Baden-Wurtenberg representatives will be 
visiting UMass soon. The delegation will include four representatives from the University of 
Heidelberg, so it might be possible to discuss the collaboration then. 

• Frank Hugus talked to several faculty members about designing programs, but they didn’t get 
back. There is one case of possible collaboration – Computer Science Department is interested in 
working with the University of Cape Coast in Ghana.  

• Search for education abroad director has started. The first stage of the search failed. IPO revised 
the job description and the ad should be in the Chronicle of Higher Education soon. Decision 
should be made by the end of the semester.  
 

8.  Donal Carbaugh appointed the graduate student member of the ISC – Elena Khatskevich and asked to 
send names of undergraduate candidates. The student positions on the Council are not elected, they are 
appointed by the Chair.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm. 


