
Minutes- ISC Meeting- September 12, 2007 (Submitted by Sherry Bohonowicz) 

 

 

Attended by:  Frank Hugus, Ed Chang, Ray Mahoney, Laurel Foster-Moore, Linda 

LaDuc, Tayeb El-Hibri, Peter Stern, Zhonghwei Shen, Irena Bozin-Mirkovic, Don 

Gjertson 

 

Frank Hugus opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and by introducing Sherry 

Bohonowicz from IPO.  Sherry will be assisting him by taking the minutes of the 

meeting. 

 

1) Approval of the May 9, 2007 minutes.  A motion was made to approve the 

minutes; it was seconded, and the minutes were approved by the Council. 

 

2) Election of new Chair for the Committee. Nominations were opened and 

closed, and Don Gjertson was elected as the new Chair of ISC.  The Council 

expressed its thanks to Don for agreeing to serve in this position. 

 

3) Meeting time: Frank stated that the meeting time of Wednesday 4:00 -5:30 P.M. 

is creating a conflict for many members of the Council. He distributed a weekly 

calendar with suggested meeting times and asked members to enter the times 

when they are available.  He will try to determine the time when the most 

members can attend.  He will inform every one of the new meeting date and time. 

 

4) Announcements:  Linda LaDuc noted that John Catalini had retired a year and a 

half ago.  Frank will notify the Faculty Senate and ask for a replacement member. 

 

5) International Education Week:  
 

• Don asked Frank to speak about the planning of International Education 

Week. Paul Frisoli from the Peace Corp has indicated that a film (Friends of 

Sudan) will be shown on campus during the week of Nov 12- 16.  

• Linda LaDuc said that SOM will be doing the same thing as in years past. 

Flags from each nation of students currently attending SOM will be hung in 

the Atrium.  Information booths, foods prepared by students, quizzes on 

countries, etc. will be happening in the Atrium area. Staff at SOM along with 

the students in the Business Communication Program are involved in making 

this all possible. 

• A question was asked whether anything is being done in Thatcher and Prince 

dorms in connection with International Education week.  Frank will check 

with Richard Yam of IPO. 

• Peter Stern said that the Library might like to be involved and might be able to 

host an event in the Learning Commons.  He said to contact Terry Warner. 

• Anyone with suggestions about International Education Week activities 

should e-mail Don Gjertson or Frank Hugus. 

 



      6)    Report by the Director of IPO, Frank Hugus 

 

• IPO will be hiring a Foreign Student Advisor, the application deadline was 

September 7, 2007. 

• IPO is also hiring an Education Abroad Director,  the application deadline is 

October 1, 2007. 

• IPO has purchased software called Studio Abroad, which should be up and 

running for late spring or early fall.  It is a complicated system involving 

cooperative efforts between the supplier, IPO, OIT, and other offices on 

campus (i.e., registrar and bursar). Laurel Foster-Moore of IPO stated that it 

will reduce paperwork and allow the students to apply on line.  Studio Abroad 

will, she hopes, allow the Study Abroad Advisors to have more “face to face” 

time with students to help place them in a program/country that will work best 

for each student’s individual needs. 

• Zhongwei Shen asked if universities abroad will be able to enter grades 

directly from their University into this system?  Probably not at this time, but 

Frank will check into this question          

• Discussions are taking place to explore the possibility of insurance coverage 

for all faculty and students who go abroad.  This insurance must include 

emergency evacuation and repatriation.  Frank is working with the 

University’s risk-management officers who are expecting estimates from three 

insurance companies. A question was asked concerning who would pay for 

this insurance, the participants or the University?  Frank stated that this will be 

discussed once they have estimates on the actual cost. 

• The New York Times recently published an article about providers of 

education abroad programs.  Frank has been asked by the Provost’s Office to 

explain how IPO works with providers. We do not have any “exclusive” 

providers.  Any site visits that staff/faculty take abroad to evaluate the 

programs to which we send our students are working trips and not vacations. 

Most of the travel is paid by the University, but some parts of the trip may be 

covered by the provider. Frank has not been approached by the press about 

this matter. 

• IPO just completed the New International Student Orientation and welcomed 

approximately 400 new students from 51 countries.  Most of them are 

graduate students as the Undergraduate Admission’s Office had some 

difficulty processing undergraduate applications this year. IPO has sent 

approximately 300 students abroad for this fall semester. 

• The University and IPO had several visits over the summer: faculty and 

administrators from Ghana, China, and South Africa. 

• The Graduate School is proposing to offer a certificate in Islamic Studies 

(with the Five Colleges), and Frank is on the committee discussing this issue. 

 

         7)  Discussions of matters that the Council will need to take up during 07/08 

• There has some discussion of a liability policy for faculty-led programs. 

Steve Forest is working on the Faculty Guidelines and IPO responsibilities. 

He will chair COPE. He is unavailable at this meeting time. 



• A question was asked about what internationalizing the campus means?  The 

answer was that it is how we can make sure that students on campus can have 

exposure to different cultures and ways of thinking. Faculty can teach courses 

that have an international component, for example. Anything that can bring 

awareness about other cultures can foster internationalization.  

• Course evaluations need to be done for some programs, specifically to look 

more closely at the academic component. 

• The Council discussed asking Living Routes to come back for their scheduled 

program evaluation. 

• Ed Chang asked if all programs went through IPO, such as Switzerland (DCT) 

and Singapore?  Frank said that DCT does but he was not sure about 

Singapore.  

• Zhongwei Shen wanted the Council to talk about the Confucius Institute. He 

stated that is funded by the Chinese government and it should have a greater 

connection to all of the campuses and not just the Boston campus.  Frank 

explained that there is a Governing Board for which there is an Advisory 

Board with a representative from each campus. Frank is the representative 

from this campus but he has not been contacted recently by anyone regarding 

the Institute.   Zhongwei Shen inquired about the bylaws of the Confucius 

Institute. He was told that the UMass system is still working on them but that 

they are not finished yet.  Don Gjertson will look into finding a contact person 

for the Institute and will ask him/her to come to a future ISC meeting to 

answer questions from the Council. 

• The Council would like to ask Kevin Kelley Director of Undergraduate 

Admissions to come to meeting to discuss international undergraduate 

admissions. The Provost has asked ISC to help recruit more international  

students 

• The Fulbright selection for outgoing students is already underway and 

happening this week.  There is a Fulbright TA teaching a non-intensive 

Chinese language course, and this is working out very well.  Don Gjertson 

will contact Robert Sullivan, the Fulbright  contact on this campus, and invite 

him to a Council meeting. 

 

8)   Additional announcement:   Frank announced that there will be a 

study abroad fair on Monday September 24
th

 from 4:00- 6:00 PM in the Campus 

Center 

 

9) The Meeting adjourned at 5:15 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


