
MINUTES – ISC Meeting – May 10, 2005 (submitted by Pat Vokbus) 
 
Attended by: Donal Carbaugh, Tayeb El-Hibri, Stephen Forrest, Frank Hugus, Raymond Mahoney, Ernie 
May, Lorna Peterson, Pat Vokbus.  

[APOLOGIES if I missed anyone, but the list of attendees never got back to me!] 
 
 
Minutes of April 8th meeting: Approved.  
 
IPO DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Frank reported that IPO is involved in a number of projects - 
• Shaanxi Normal University agreement – things were bogged down until the end of April, but they now 

have selected some applicants to send. Very late, of course, but IPO is working hard with departments 
so that UMass will be able to accept some of their people, if not all. 

• Study Abroad Advising Center Open House – this event was well attended. SA staff plan to try to have 
an open house every semester. 

• Several faculty, along with Frank and Regine John, went to the DAAD (German Academic Exchange 
Service) celebration in NYC in April; also visited the Hessen offices in the DAAD building. 

• COPE meeting scheduled for May 11th, with three proposals up for review/discussion, including a short-
term program to Brazil for MBA students. 

• The AdHoc Committee has issued its report, and it is on the agenda for the Faculty Senate’s next 
meeting. 

 
REPORTS OF SUB-COMMITTEES: 
• Tayeb indicated that the tuition waiver committee would meet on May 11th and select a chair. Pat 

reminded the group that she is also on this sub-committee. 
• Nigar was unable to attend and so no report was presented for the International Student Issues Sub-

Committee (though Pat indicated that to her knowledge the group had not yet met). 
• COPE – Frank reported that COPE continues to be problematic: very poor attendance, difficult to get 

enough people there to even have a meeting. 
• ISC Mission – Donal referred member’s to the mission statement as indicated on ISC’s website. He was 

excited by what he saw there and said that we should check it and discuss ideas in 2005-06. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THIRD PARTY PROVIDERS: 
Raised the issue of quality control and agreed to discuss this topic in more depth next year. Ernie 
recommended that ISC or someone work on establishing guidelines/protocol for how UMA will work with third 
party providers. Perhaps there could be some sort of designation for courses that are designed by UMass 
faculty and taught elsewhere? Need to work with AMC. Might be helpful th check other universities’ websites 
to see how they handle this. 
 
OTHER ISSUES: 
• Lorna wondered if ISC ought to be discussing other exchange programs, particularly in non-English 

speaking countries. Suggested that ISC might want to look at the possibility of more 5-college 
cooperation (beyond that which already exists in the language departments). The Five College 
Presidents want to create a truly cooperative study program in different parts of the world. 

• Ernie requested a breakdown by College of study abroad percentages – Frank will work on that and get 
it to him. 

• It was suggested that we invite Anshu Sharma back to an ISC meeting to report on the Business in Italy 
program – members were reminded that we had some concerns about the program and had requested a 
report once the program was done. 

• Reminder: the Grad School has completed its survey of international students on our campus – we need 
to remind Nigar to get a copy of the report to ISC. 

• Suggestions for new ISC members? Perhaps someone from Math, Natural Sciences? Maybe Lee 
Osterweil? Other suggestions? 
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