
MINUTES – ISC Meeting – March 11, 2005 (submitted by Pat Vokbus) 
Attended by: Donal Carbaugh, Laurel Foster-Moore, Stephen Forrest, Frank Hugus, Nigar Khan, Ernie May,  
Pat Vokbus. 
 
Minutes of February 11th meeting: Approved (following some discussion of item #3 and ISC’s need to get 
information from IPO regarding existing exchange programs, numbers of students participating, etc.). 
 
IPO director’s update: 
- Frank reported that IPO has had to curtail some of its activities – such as ACLP (now a fee-paying 

program, coordinated by IPO) and the Lewis International program (where IPO had funded the TA’s to 
teach and coordinate the program since its inception). It is clear that IPO doesn’t have any ‘extra’ funds 
to cover these non-essential programs. There was discussion about the diversity commission and how 
Lewis benefits the campus at such little cost, and how international seems not to be part of the current 
discussion about diversity. Ernie discussed the Chancellor’s response to the diversity report and thought 
that it would be appropriate for ISC to respond to his draft with suggestions for changes. Does ISC feel 
that we should point out the global aspect of diversity? Donal addressed the funding aspect of this whole 
issue and indicated that ISC has a responsibility to advocate for IPO. 

- Frank discussed the problem that students have had in getting financial aid for summer study abroad 
courses. IPO is working with Continuing Education to find a solution, such as creating a generic summer 
course for study abroad. 

- IPO has been working with the University of Peshawar in Pakistan, and UMass is ready to sign the 
Memorandum of Agreement. 

 
Potential Visit by Provost Seymour: 
- Donal reported that the Provost is heavily scheduled through April, and it is very difficult to get any time 

with her. The group thought that maybe it might be possible in early-May and suggested that the agenda 
be to ask for the Provost’s view/vision of IPO and her charge to ISC. 

 
Issue of grading in international programs: 
- Donal brought up the recent issue of a student who had complained about the fact that his grades (from 

study abroad courses) were recorded on his transcript. Frank, Laurel, and Pat discussed standard 
procedures; Frank confirmed that the student in question had been handled consistently with normal 
operating procedures; Ernie wondered if at some point the issue should be looked at to see if it would be 
better for the grading to be handled in the same way as for the national exchange. Donal summarized, 
indicating that ISC had reviewed this specific situation and found procedures to have been in order, and 
that considering the number of issues on ISC’s future agenda right now, this need not be a priority. 
[NOTE: the Records Office has just informed IPO that although domestic exchange grades were not 
listed on students’ transcripts before PeopleSoft, since PeopleSoft was implemented, they are listed on 
the transcript (though they are not averaged into the GPA).] 

 
Report – Living Routes proposal: 
- The Monday COPE meeting was very sparsely attended. Gregg Orifici from Living Routes came to 

present the proposal to make UMass the “school of record” for Auroville in India and Findhorn in 
Scotland. Vanessa Rivera raised some good questions, and COPE recommended that the proposal be 
brought to ISC for review (which the group agreed should be on the agenda for the next meeting). Frank 
expressed concern that only he and Vanessa attended the COPE meeting and wondered how anything 
can be done if no one comes. Ernie said that Ann could conduct an e-survey to select a chair; Donal 
agreed that this should be done and a meeting called. Donal and Frank said that they would 
check/compare their membership lists. 

 
Fulbright Faculty Representative: 
- IPO will be the Fulbright faculty coordinator as of Fall 2005. 
 
Discussion of sub-committee structure/reports deferred to next meeting. Donal agreed to send his list of the 
members on each sub-committee. 


