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MINUTES – ISC Meeting – February 28, 2007 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: Elizabeth Bieri, Irena Bozin-Mirkovic, Donal Carbaugh, Ed Chang, Tayeb El-Hibri, Stephen 
Forrest, Laurel Foster-Moore, Frank Hugus, Elena Khatskevich, Ernie May, Jose Ornelas, Lorna Peterson, 
Peter Stern, Pat Vokbus. 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on December 13, 2006. Tayeb El-Hibri made a motion to 
approve the minutes of the December meeting, Stephen Forrest seconded, and the minutes were approved 
by the members of the Council.  
 
2. Report from COPE.  

• Student Exchange program with the University of Bologna/Forli, Italy. 
Roberto Ludovico talked about the exchange program at the University of Bologna. The idea of 
creating this program came from the necessity to have an outlet for advanced students majoring in 
Italian. The University of Bologna is a big multicultural university; the campus in Forli will offer a 
chance to be completely immersed in Italian. It has the most advanced and selective school for 
interpreters and translators. The best three nominated students from Italy will come to UMass, they 
will become Teaching Assistants here, teaching in classrooms and taking language classes at other 
departments. 
 
The Council members had questions about the health insurance. Pat Vokbus said that the health 
insurance is automatic for the students coming to the US. Laurel Foster-Moor said that IPO asks 
the students to maintain their US based insurance, and buy additional insurance for abroad. Right 
now IPO is exploring the possibility of buying international student ID/insurance on behalf of the 
students.  
 
Stephen Forrest said that the Bologna program is well- researched and standard for this type of a 
program. He recommended that the Council endorse it; Peter Stern seconded, the Council voted 
and passed the proposal unanimously. Stephen Forrest said he would send the program description 
to Donal Carbaugh and the Faculty Senate Office as an attachment. Donal will prepare the 
document for the Faculty Senate.  

 
• Granada Program. Jose Ornelas described the project as an extension of the existing program. 

Three new more advanced classes on literature, language and culture are being proposed; the 
students will go to Spain to take them.  
Stephen Forrest endorsed the program saying that it has a strong rationale. Peter Stern seconded 
the endorsement; the Council voted and passed the program unanimously. 
  

• Alternative Spring Break in Argentina. Jose Ornelas presented the program which aims to 
explore social movements and living in Argentina during the spring break. The students are going 
to be having classes and projects the whole week in Argentina. They have to do a paper for this 
three-credit course. In the past, there were similar programs in the Dominican Republic.  
Frank Hugus said that this is an established program and it has been done in many schools.  
There is a PhD student who will accompany students and manage the students. Jose Ornelas will 
go too. A lot of students are going from the 5 colleges. About half of them use financial aid. The 
program is not expensive -- 600 USD plus the air ticket.  
Stephen Forrest suggested supporting the program proposal, Frank Hugus seconded, the Council 
passed the program unanimously.   
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• Astronomy Program in Mexico. Stephen Forrest said that the Program is at an early stage, it 
needs support from the ISC in order to secure additional program funding. Frank Hugus explained 
that there is a new program Partnership for International Research and Education. Astronomy is 
applying for funding from this program, as a finalist. If approved, the program would start next 
year. Stephen Forrest noted that the program initially, had heavy graduate/faculty components, and 
then they added an undergraduate component later. Stephen added that if the Council were to 
endorse the concept, and the proposal, they could include our letter of support in their proposal. 
Frank Hugus explained that the full program had not yet been crafted, and that it is not an overly 
ambitious program for undergrads. Donal Carbaugh said that the program is a remarkable 
opportunity and unless he hears an objection, he will write a letter in support of the program.  

 
• Handbook. COPE committee is working on the Faculty Handbook and they are planning to finish 

it by the end of this semester.  
 
On behalf of the Council, Donal Carbaugh thanked COPE for all the work on the program assessments.  
 
3. Discussion: Meeting with Provost Seymour and Vice President Williams. Donal Carbaugh 
reminded council members that ISC has scheduled a meeting on April 4 at 3 pm with Provost Seymour 
and Vice President WIlliams. At the next meeting, the Council will discuss issues and an agenda for the 
meeting.  
 
Ernie May suggested sending the programs down to the Provost so that she could see what is being done.  
Tayeb El-Hibri suggested discussing a new concept of international education which is different from 
what we have now – it would help connect faculty, programs, students.  
 
Peter Stern talked about how six years ago, a language lab was closed, all the materials were disposed; but 
there is a necessity to have a language lab. Ernie May said that UMass has infrastructure but there is not 
enough support and collaboration within the system. We could suggest a model of what we do as faculty.  
 
Frank Hugus said tha t Marcie Williams had talked about creating a multimillion dollar scholarship for 
encouragement of humanities. This might be directed toward internationalization, it would be a good 
approach for the Council to suggest something specific.  
 
Donal suggested we continue the discussion when the Council gets together for the next meeting. 
 
4. Report from the International Programs Office.  

• There was a meeting of the Advisory Board of the Confucius Institute. They decided to draw a 
charter for responsibilities, but there was no further development.  

• There is a discussion of the Summer Program in China by Hanban, which offers to host up to 100 
students and faculty in the summer, but UMass IPO received very little information on this.  

Frank Hugus spent a week in Washington, DC at the annual meeting of the Association for International 
Education and shared his impressions and ideas. He suggested looking into the re-establishment of the 
earlier program, Culture and Language Across the Curriculum (CLAC). 
 
The meeting was adjourned 5.15 pm 


