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MINUTES – ISC Meeting – February 8, 2006 (Submitted by Elena Khatskevich) 
 
Attended by: Irena Bozin-Mirkovic, Donal Carbaugh, Steve Forrest, Laurel Foster-Moore, Frank Hugus, 
Elena Khatskevich, Raymond Mahoney, Ernie May, Phil Nasca, Lorna M. Peterson, Pat Volkbus. 
 
Frank Hugus made some corrections to the Minutes of December 13 (noting the correct spelling of 
Chinese institutions). Frank Hugus then made a motion to accept the Minutes of the December meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Steve Forrest and then approved. 
 
1. Announcements 
 

• Donal Carbaugh informed the Council about the progress in arranging the meeting with Vice 
President Williams and Provost Seymour. The invitation to them was sent by Carbaugh and Hugus 
through the provost’s office. As soon as there will be a possibility to schedule a meeting, the 
Council will be informed.  

• Ernie May suggested inviting Williams and Seymour to one of the Faculty Senate meetings (dates 
for this semester are March 9, 30 and April 27) where ISC could make a short presentation and 
moderate a discussion. Ernie May suggested he would initiate the idea, and asked the Council to 
endorse the idea, delegating to the ISC Chair the authority to develop this idea and moderate the 
Faculty Senate meeting presentation. Phil Nasca made a motion to approve, the motion was 
seconded by Frank Hugus and then approved. 

• Donal Carbaugh mentioned the meeting with third-party providers in March. 
 
2. Report from International Programs Office – Frank Hugus  
 

• Faculty Senate: Chancellor Lombardi will address the Faculty Senate meeting on February 9, 2006 
about his participation in the “University Presidents Summit” held in DC. 

• John Mullin, Joe Berger, Xiao Zhou, and Frank Hugus visited Beijing Foreign Studies University 
(BFSU), Shaanxi Normal University (SNU, in Xi’an). The delegation also visited Fudan 
University and the Massachusetts Office of International Trade and Investment (MOITI) both in 
Shanghai. 

• SNU President Yu Fang plans to visit UMASS in the late April or early May, 2006. 
• Joe Berger and Xiao Zhou are developing a training manual for academic administrators at SNU. 
• BFSU drafted a “Cooperative Agreement” suggesting collaboration. 
• SNU presented the UMASS delegation with a cooperative agreement. 
• Fudan University reported that over 100 of its courses are taught in English. 
• Paul Swenson of MOITI informed UMASS representatives that his office could help UMASS in 

recruiting and providing visa counseling for Chinese students. 
• Plans are now made for the second phase of the UMASS – Baden-Württemberg Faculty Exchange 

which will take place in MA from September 24-30, 2006. 
• UMASS and University of Heidelberg are negotiating the wording of the agreement that will bring 

the Center to the campus.  
• IPO has been authorized to hire a Director of Education abroad. The position Description is now in 

HR and the search committee has been constituted.  
• The Provost has instituted as of this semester regular meetings of Associate and Vice Provosts. 

The rationale is to increase communication and understanding among the various administrative 
and academic programs in the Provost’s area. At the first meeting (January 30), the Provost 
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recommended to send more students abroad and develop relationships in “non-traditional” regions 
like China, Africa, and South America, and to emphasize language immersion.   

• UMASS will host three visitors from South Africa during the week of March 26-31, 2006. 
• International Cultural Experience has just been given a status of a Recognized Student 

Organization (RSO).  
 
The ISC members asked questions about the international visitors and how to make their visits and 
presence on campus known. It was suggested to circulate the information (who comes to visit, with what 
purpose) about international visitors through a listserv and website for faculty and staff (i.e., “In the 
loop”). 
 
3. Report from COPE sub-committee – Stephen Forrest 
  
The COPE subcommittee evaluated two course proposals. There is one more study abroad course to be 
considered (study abroad in Ecuador). The COPE committee plans to meet the Wednesday following the 
Council meetings. 
 
4. ISC Student Membership: Possible Student Membership 
 
Donal Carbaugh asked the Council about their reaction to the suggestion about possible undergraduate and 
graduate student presence on the Council. This could be a valuable addition to the work of the Council. 
Stephen Forrest noted that student presence could produce valuable input in discussing specific programs. 
There were concerns voiced regarding the fact that any student representative would have to be someone 
interested and appropriate, otherwise it could turn out to be boring and uninteresting for the student in case 
just any student is nominated. Pat Vokbus suggested having a spot on the Council for a student and fill it if 
there is somebody appropriate. Frank Hugus said that the student representative doesn’t have to be 
appointed by SGA, there could consultation with the SGA, but it doesn’t have to be required. Donal 
Carbaugh suggested that it might be better if the Council members nominate the students who seem 
appropriate and will be motivated. A proposal was made that the ISC Chair, in consultation with the ISC, 
appoint student members. 
Frank Hugus made a motion to approve ISC student member appointments, Phil Nasca seconded, and it 
was approved.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 pm. 


