
Minutes - ISC Meeting of February 1, 2010 (Submitted by Yariv Levy) 

 

Attended by: Donal Carbaugh (Chair), Frank Hugus, Nate Therien, Elizabeth 

Schumacher, Yariv Levy, Russ Tessier, Pat Vokbus, Michael Sugerman, Irena Bozin, 

Steve Forrest, Peter Stern, Howard Peelle, Guy Lanza, and Don Gjertson.   

 

1) The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 4:11 PM. 

 

2) Approval of the minutes of the ISC meeting of December 7, 2009.  It was noted that 

the Chair of the Council was absent from the meeting of December 7 because he had 

been lecturing in China.   Donal Carbaugh thanked Don Gjertson for chairing the meeting 

in his absence.   

A motion was made to approve the minutes; it was seconded, and the minutes 

were approved.   

 

3) Announcements: There were no announcements. 

 

4) Action Item: Exchange Agreement with the Technical University of Berlin, Germany 

Steve Forrest, Chair of COPE, summarized the proposal which COPE had reviewed and 

voted unanimously by e-mail to recommend to ISC:  The agreement is fairly standard; it 

is for 5 years but is renewable; it is an extension of an earlier agreement that was limited 

to Engineering students but is now open to UMA undergraduates and graduates in all 

disciplines.   

  

During the subsequent discussion, the following points were made: The prior agreement 

between UMA and TUB had worked smoothly, bringing excellent students to campus. 

The College of Engineering feels that this proposal represents a good opportunity for the 

campus.  The Dean supports this proposal. 

 

The Council voted unanimously to recommend this agreement to the Faculty Senate. 

 

5) Report by the Chair of the Council 

Donal Carbaugh noted that Rick Taupier (now in Russia) would report on his webpage on 

international research, probably at the next meeting. The Council thanked Rick for 

developing the webpage. 

 

Before the end of the semester ISC would like to have the Provost meet with the Council. 

 

6) Report by the IPO Director 

Frank Hugus reported that all January programs had returned safely.  In response to a 

question, Hugus reported that the shorter January term had had some negative impact on 

Education Abroad programs: all January programs are now limited to little more than two 

weeks; most UMA students in, for example, Germany and France for the fall semester 

return to the Amherst campus too late to enroll in spring semester courses.  The Faculty 

Senate has been informed about these concerns. 

 



The Boren Scholarship deadline is February 10th.  This year there are 12 applicants, all 

very impressive.  Boren Award recipients for AY 2010-2011 will be announced in May. 

 

At the International Relations Advisory Council meeting on December 10
th

, the Council 

decided that all UMass system international student/scholar advisors should get together 

to share ideas and common concerns. That meeting was held in Shrewsbury on January 

27
th

 and was also attended by several immigration attorneys.  The advisors felt that it had 

been a productive meeting.  

 

The spring Orientation for approximately 60 new international students was held on 

January 18.  Attendance was better at this January’s Orientation. The holiday on the 18
th

 

helped in that regard.  School of Management facilities were used and proved to be very 

good, especially logistically. Pat Vokbus felt that this was probably the best January 

Orientation that IPO had organized. 

 

Howard Peelle reported that there had been a special graduation ceremony at the end of 

past semester for seven students from Afghanistan, who were receiving their Master’s 

Degree in Education. 

 

7) Discussion Item: The Haiti earthquake: How can UMass Amherst help? 

A number of events have been organized all across the campus for supporting 

Haiti.  

Council members wondered whether the Amherst campus could be opened to 

displaced Haitian students.  This question should be raised with the administration. It 

may be possible to bring students to UMA for a summer session (but would be more 

difficult during the semester). 

Other questions that were discussed included: 

Fund raising is one of the better solutions for the moment. 

How can we support the Haitian community that is here? 

Maybe the long-term help is easier to plan in terms of the UMA budget. 

Could Haitian professors come as visiting faculty to the 5 Colleges?  

 

Four concrete ideas emerged from the discussion: 

- Research projects for reconstructing Haiti 

- Facilitating Haiti student(s) at UMass (as Katarina) 

- Facilitate summer institutes for Haitian students 

- Invite Haitian faculty on campus (to teach?) 

- Reminder to graduate departments to fin a position for a student fro Haiti 

 

The Chair of the Council will draft a communication addressed to the Chancellor and 

Provost. The Council will be asked to review this document. 

 

8) Other business.  There was no other business. 

 

9) The meeting adjourned at 5:02PM 


