
International Studies Council 
April 6, 2020 
Meeting minutes 
 
Chair: Jim Hicks (Comp Lit)      Recorder: Kimberly Stender  
Participants: Madalina Akli (ONSA), Irena Bozin (CPE), Elizabeth Brabec (LARP), Carolyn Cave (CNS), Richard Chu (HFA), 
Irene Dujovne (Physics), Emma Dundon (Nursing), Mark Eckman IPO), Steve Forrest (LLC), Sean Gordon (IPO), Martina 
Nieswandt (Research & Engagement), Bogdan Prokopovych (ISOM),  Ken Reade (IPO), David Rodrigues-Solas (LLC), 
Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), Janna White (Five Colleges)  Sent regrets: Ian Barron (Education) 

 
 

1. Approve minutes from February 3, 2020 
Steve moved to approve the minutes from February 3, 2020, and Emma seconded. The motion passed with one 
abstention. Jim announced that the group will meet on May 4, 2020.  
 

2. Employee Resource Group/International Faculty Staff Update  
Richard reported that this group will no longer be called the International Faculty/Staff Subcommittee. Instead, 
it will now be known as Employee Resource Group-International Faculty/Staff and will fall under the Office of 
Equity and Inclusion. For the time being, Richard will serve as its liaison to ISC. The ERG -IF/S (which is co-chaired 
by Pamela Dutta and Richard) will work closely with Emmanuel Adaro (Office of Equity and Inclusion) and will 
formalize its organizational structure in the months ahead. The ERG will provide resources to its 300+ members 
regarding medical and psychological services, as well as social events. It also has a Facebook page. Some 
members reported xenophobia, hostility, and prejudice towards Asians in the UMass community because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

3. Ad Hoc Committee on Language Proficiency Update  
No report  
 

4. IPO Update  
Mark reported that of the 764 students who were on study abroad programs, all but a few have returned to the 
US and are aligned with academic accommodations and refunds for flight changes were provided. Some students 
may receive pro-rated refunds from partner programs. Some students chose to remain abroad, and others could 
not return home as flights were cancelled. IPO suspended 2020 summer programs including faculty taught 
programs. The focus will now be on Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 offerings for students. He is optimistic that Fall 2020 
programs will be available. Kalpen reported that Boren, Fulbright, and Gilman programs are on hold. Ken reported 
that immigration services will allow F1 visa holders to enroll in online learning; and the Department of State 
granted a 2-month extension to J-1 visa holders (deadline is May 10). He reported that IPO staff are electronically 
processing 1-20s. Ken stated that approximately 600 OPT fall under UMass sponsorship and because of furloughs, 
lay-offs, and job rescindments, many are fearful of losing the right to remain in US. He is awaiting guidance about 
possible extensions from immigration services. H1B visa applicants are also extremely apprehensive because they 
have at 31% chance of being selected to remain in the US. He and Pamela Dutta held a virtual Coffee Hour with 
students and scholars who expressed apprehension about their futures in the US. Ken reported that 291 UG 
international students (most are from China, India, and Vietnam) are currently in campus residence halls, and 
many UG and grad students are living off campus. He added that the Dean of Students is considering ways to 
provide financial assistance to these students as many are running out of cost of living allowances. Options and 
programs for international students who must remain on campus this summer are also being considered. Fall 2020 
arrivals are a concern as US embassies and consulates are closed and visa appointments cannot be scheduled. In 
addition, many incoming students are apprehensive about the COVID-19 situation regarding admissions and 
arrival to campus. UMass will continue to send these students pertinent information. Kalpen added that he, John 
Wells, Farshid Hajir, Carol Barr, and Jim Roche, are analyzing yield strategies and contingency plans for new admits 
to enroll in Fall 2020 online classes (based on concentration and needs) and then to physically arrive on campus 
in Spring 2021, if it should come to that. The Academic Affairs working group and the Emergency Operations 
Committee will continue to meet about these issues. Kalpen also reported that the Provost’s International 



Graduate Student Recruitment Advisory Committee, of which he and Barbara Krauthamer are co-chairs, will pivot 
its focus to online programming options and deans will assign GPDs to this group.  
 

5. COPE Update  
Steve reported that CCMS proposal 6904 (public health experimental course) was brought to the attention of MJ 

Peterson. Kalpen will follow-up with MJ and indicated that the Public Health in Croatia program is in the 

planning stages, but IPO  was not able to bring it to COPE/ISC in the current round of meetings as the education 

abroad staff had very little band with for anything other than the CoVID-19 response.  He is hopeful that the 

program may run next year, although right now, travel in Fall 2020 is uncertain.  Mark will speak with the Public 

Health faculty this week to see if there is a realistic chance for Fall 2020.  His recommendation would be that if 

all else is good with the course, then the course itself could be approved by the Faculty Senate pending the 

program whenever it runs.   

6. ISC Membership & Charge Update 
Jim stated that the membership issue was resolved but a revision to the charge was necessary. After discussion, 
Carolyn moved that the new proposed charge for the International Studies Council should read as follows:  
 
The International Studies Council shall:  
 

• Advise the Provost on all international and ethnic programs and studies, such activities to be known in 
this section as Council activities; 

• Coordinate campus internationalization efforts with other components of the University and other 
institutions of higher learning; 

• Serve as a forum for the exchange of information on international studies in the University and the Five 
Colleges; 

• Coordinate and encourage efforts to acquire outside funding for Council activities; 

• Evaluate and coordinate proposals for Council activities; 

• Advise and recommend the assignment of priorities in budgetary allocations for Council activities; and 
shall exercise faculty primary responsibility for the curriculum by reviewing and approving all credit-
bearing international activities designed and taught by UMass faculty. Such approvals must be recorded 
in the minutes and the annual reports of the Council. Formal exchange agreements between the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst and foreign institutions, however, remain subject to full 
governance review and a vote by the full Senate.  

 
Steve seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

7. Election of New Chair 
Jim moved to nominate Bogdan as chair for AY 2020-2021. Steve seconded and a vote was taken in which all 
were in favor of Bogdan’s selection as chair.  
 

8. Adjournment  
Jim adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  
 
  

 


