
International Studies Council 
Meeting Minutes  
February 3, 2020  
 
Chair: Jim Hicks        Recorder: Kimberly Stender/Sean Gordon   
 
Participants: Madalina Akli (ONSA), Sohini Banerjee (GSA), Irena Bozin (CPE), Carolyn Cave (CNS), Emma Dundon 
(Nursing), Mark Eckman (IPO), Sarah Fitzgerald (Library), Stephen Forrest (LLC), Sean Gordon (IPO), Simon Oswald (HFA), 
Elsa Petit (Stockbridge), Bogdan Prokopovych (ISOM), Ken Reade (IPO), Tristram Seidler (Biology), David Solas-Rodrigues 
(LLC), Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), Janna White (Five Colleges) 
 
Sent regrets: Ian Barron, Richard Chu, Gonen Dori-Hacohen, Krishna Poudel  
 

1. Welcome & Introductions 
Jim welcomed the group and thanked Bogdan for serving as Chair in his absence.  Kalpen introduced Joanna 
Regulska, Vice Provost and Associate Chancellor of Global Affairs at University of California, Davis. Dr. Regulska is 
Kalpen’s mentor for his Association of International Education Administrators (AIEA) Presidential Fellowship.  

 
2. Approval of Minutes from November 4, 2019  

Bogdan moved to approve the minutes. Jim seconded and the motion passed unanimously with 2 abstentions.  
 

3. Joanna Regulska, Vice Provost and Associate Chancellor of Global Affairs, University of California, Davis 
Dr. Regulska explained her role and the structure of the UC Davis Global Affairs Office. She spoke about global 
engagement and the “Global Education for All” program; sustainable development goals and branding; campus 
culture as related to globalization; and virtual study abroad. She explained how students are encouraged to 
study languages through transcript enhancement (badging, certificates, minors, and internships which promote 
cultural competency).  
 

4. International Faculty/Staff Subcommittee Update  
In Richard’s absence, Ken spoke of a well-attended event in the fall in recognition of international faculty and 
staff. 
 

5. Ad Hoc Committee on Language Proficiency Update  

Since their last meeting in December, Elsa reported that the committee has gathered documents regarding 

certificates of language exposure and cultural awareness. The next step is a seal of language literacy which is a 

higher level of proficiency. Although this is currently unnamed, it will serve as an emblem of proficiency for the 

transcript.  

 

6. IPO Updates  

Kalpen explained that Ruhr University Bochum wants to extend their connection to UMass beyond STEM, but 

the conversation has been slow, perhaps with less interest from UMass. A delegation will visit campus on 

February 19.  ISC members are invited to join these meetings and should contact Kim for more details.  Kalpen 

explained UMass’ response to the Coronavirus crisis. As a result, IPO cancelled all China programs for the Spring 

semester and moved students to other study abroad programs or re-enrolled them at UMass. Faculty and 

graduate students currently in China were contacted and assisted by the university. Kalpen added that 

consistent and coordinated messaging resulted from discussions amongst IPO, UHS, EHS, and the Provost’s 

Office.  UMass has purposefully kept a low public relations profile so as not to raise unnecessary alarm. Ken 

provided further detail on the China entry ban as well as the updated travel ban, and the impact upon scholars 

and OPT.  

 

7. ISC Membership & Charge Discussion  

Kalpen explained that all faculty senate committees were asked to review their charges. Jim explained that the 



ISC charge may be inaccurate or unrealistic, specifically referring to the review of credit-bearing activities 

sponsored by third-party providers. Given the workload of this, and the idea that credit-bearing activities should 

be reviewed by departments, does it make sense for this to be in the charge, or should the charge be amended? 

The group recognized the confusion about the charge, and Kalpen circulated revised potential language. The 

language was revised. Bogdan made a motion. Emma seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Review of 

the charge moved onto membership. Language will be proposed and circulated to ISC. Bogdan and Tristan 

recommend that charge language should be simplified, including points 3-5.    

8. Next Meeting 
March 2 at 4:00 p.m. in the IPO Teleconference Room 

 
 

 

 


