
International Studies Council  

Meeting Minutes  

April 3, 2017  

 

Chair: Stephen Forrest     Recorder: Kimberly Stender 

 

Participants: Ken Reade (IPO), Nancy Symmes (SGA), Sean Gordon (IPO), Isabel Espinal (WEB 

DuBois Library), Amy Wordelman (FCCSWL), Margaret Allard (EAP/ESL), Gonen Dori-Hacohen 

(Communication), Stacy Lutsch (IPO), John Hagen (CHC), Jim Hicks (LLC), Krishna Poudel (Public 

Health), Tim Lang (CHC) 

 
Sent Regrets: Elizabeth Brabec, Robert Wick, Alena Vasilyeva, Jeung Choi, Kalpen Trivedi  
 

1. Welcome & Approval of Minutes         4:00 p.m.  

Steve welcomed the group and asked members to review the minutes from March 6, 2017. Minor 

changes were recommended and Kim will make corrections. Gonen moved to approve the 

minutes and Jim seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Five College Conversation on Language Study     4:05 p.m.  

Roberto Ludovico, Associate Professor of Italian & Program Director, announced a Five College 

Round Table entitled Looking Forward: The Study of Languages and Cultures for All. The event 

is scheduled for April 12 at 4:00p.m.in South College E470. The purpose of the round table is to 

address the importance of languages and multicultural education in the training of students, 

regardless of their specialization. Professor Dennis Looney will facilitate the discussion and Dr. 

Ludovico invited ISC members and a SGA representative to attend. Faculty and staff are 

encouraged to attend. A lengthy program description was distributed.  

 

3. COPE Report          4:10 p.m.  

Prior to the meeting, packets of information for each program were sent to members for review. 

Dr. Patricia Gubitosi presented the Salamanca Study Abroad Summer Program. Dean Stephen 

Cavanagh presented the Kamineni Hospitals Clinical Experience Program. Dr. Alexandrina 

Deschamps arrived at 5:20 p.m. (due to an academic commitment) and presented the Emerging 

Scholars in the Dominican Republic Program.  

 

Salamanca Study Abroad Program  

 Designed to provide 30-40 students the opportunity to improve their Spanish abilities 

through enrollment in a wide variety of courses with native professors at the University 

of Salamanca.  

 This experience is attractive to Latino and/or first generation students because of the 

program’s affordability ($4,900.00) and summer schedule. It is a Gilman-eligible 

program.  

 Students will stay with host families (three meals are provided each day) and are 

immersed in language and culture via home stays.  

 Although courses are listed as 2-credit, Dr. Gubitosi will ensure that a student’s UMass 

transcript reflects 4 credits per course. Stacy provided detailed information regarding 

course clustering.  

 After decades of running, this program was discontinued due to faculty leadership. Dr. 

Gubitosi agreed to lead the program in Summer 2018 and committed to a three-year term 

as program coordinator.  



Following the presentation, the committee determined that the program was cost effective and was 

satisfied that the course cluster issue had been rectified. Tim moved to approve the program and Jim 

seconded. The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Kamineni Hospitals Clinical Experience  

 Designed to provide eight students a 2-week/3 credit clinical nursing and community 

experience in Hyderabad, India. Adherence to the Massachusetts Board of Nursing 8:1 

ratio permits the admittance of only eight students.  

 Under the supervision of joint-medical staff from UMA College of Nursing and 

Kamineni Hospitals, students will work in community clinics and experience 10 

consecutive days (80 clinical hours) in a particular unit.  

 English is the primary language spoken at Kamineni Hospitals.  

 In additional to practical work, students will learn what it means to be a global citizen 

while exploring medical techniques.  

 This program will run in January 2018. Starting in 2019, the plan is to integrate this 

experience into regular semester coursework and provide credit for the required clinical 

experience within the College.  

 The program will cost $4,520.00 per student.  

 To ensure safety while in Hyderabad, tour guides and professional drivers will escort 

students to various locations.  

 Provost Newman visited Kamineni Hospitals with Dean Cavanaugh.  

 

Jim suggested students and mentors meet beforehand through extracurricular activities to promote social 

and work-related global relationships. Following the presentation, the committee determined that Dean 

Cavanagh worked with IPO to reduce the program costs as well as develop and integrate a pre-departure 

orientation. Nancy moved to approve the program and Tim seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Emerging Scholars in the Dominican Republic Program  

 This CIEE summer program through CHC carries no fee because the Chancellor’s 

scholarship will cover airfare and the IPO scholarship will cover remaining expenses.  

 This pilot program is highly attractive to under-represented, under-served and low-

income students.  

 The program is currently open to 15 students who will earn 3 credits.  

 A 2-week pilot program (August 2017) to Santiago will consist of rising sophomores who 

are part of the Emerging Scholars RAP.  

 Dr. Deschamps will serve as faculty director and will coordinate three pre-departure 

meetings.  

 Mari Castaneda and Joe Krupczynski will accompany students on the trip. In addition, 

two emerging scholar upperclasspeople will serve as junior assistants.  

 Dr. Deschamps will provide a complete syllabus on April 24.  

 Stacy advised all students throughout the application process.  

 

Following the discussion, the committee determined that a complete syllabus is necessary and 

understood that it will be forthcoming. Tim moved to tentatively approve the program so pre-

departure meetings could be planned and scheduled for students. Stacy seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

4. Proposed Global Education Changes in SBS      4:55 p.m.  

Three documents were provided prior to the meeting to supplement the discussion: Proposal   

2748 Revision to College or University-Wide Requirements; Rationale for Transformation of 



International and Intercultural Education in the College of Social & Behavioral Sciences; SBS 

Curriculum Proposals for B.A. Majors March 2016. Gonen began the discussion by stating that 

per his conversations with MJ Peterson, it appears that three Faculty Senate councils would like 

to approve the changes while two councils are still discussing them. He expressed his concerns 

regarding the elimination of a second language requirement in light of the campus’ 

internationalization and diversity focus. Nancy inquired about the impact of this change for those 

enrolled as double majors and Gonen suggested she seek answers from the Academic Matters 

Council. Ken provided a statistical overview of international students enrolled in each college and 

determined that on average 8% of all students identify as international per college. Steve 

mentioned that the number of students enrolled in Russian and Japanese courses is increasing. 

Jim reported that at a recent LLC meeting, a proposal was discussed which would re-institute a 

language requirement for all B.A.s. Stacy added that University of Oregon students are required 

to take a language for 6 quarters (4 semesters, or 2 years)as part of the B.A. degree (B.S. 

requirements are distinct). . Gonen stated that the Faculty Senate might discuss the language 

requirement at either the April 27 or May 7 meeting. He added that the creation of a first-year 

Gen Ed diversity requirement would ensure students become multi-lingual global citizens. Jim 

added that a university-wide B.A. requirement should be established prior to an SBS requirement. 

Gonen moved that the following memo be sent to the Faculty Senate: The International Studies 

Council (ISC) recommends that the Faculty Senate table a decision on the proposed revision of 

the Global Education requirement for the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) majors in the College of Social 

and Behavioral Sciences until a decision is made regarding a university-wide second language 

requirement for B.A. degrees, which ISC would strongly recommend and support. Tim seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

5. IPO Executive Director’s Report       5:30 p.m. 

Kalpen submitted his report to Steve via email. The report is as follows:  

 

1.  Kalpen is absent as he is on a partner visit in Australia, the first time IPO has undertaken such a 

visit in many years. Australia is rapidly growing as a study abroad destination again as many 

students and parents recalibrate their perceptions - often wrongly - of risk in Western Europe.  

 

2. Ken Reade provides an update on Immigration situation and Task Force 

 

3. UMass received a delegation from UCT recently interested in exploring greater research 

collaboration with UMass. The visit was organized by the Research and Engagement Office 

under Elizabeth Chilton's leadership. The group had successful meetings across campus and one 

of the first projects we are moving forward with is a faculty exchange in SBS. IPO has reached 

out to Dean's office in HFA to see if they are interested in pursuing this project as well. 

 

6. Adjournment          5:31 p.m. 

Steve announced the final meeting of the year will be held in the Whitmore Board Room (370) on 

May 1, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. He adjourned the meeting at 5:31 p.m.  

 

 

  

 


