
International Studies Council 

Meeting Minutes  

November 6, 2017 

 

Chair: Jim Hicks (Comp Lit)         Recorder: Kimberly Stender  

 

Participants: Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), Irena Bozin (CPE), Rebecca Lorimar Leonard (English), Rachel Ellis (SGA rep), 

Amy Wordelman (FCCSWL), Stacy Lutsch (IPO), Richard Chu (History), Emma Dundon (Nursing), Tristram Seidler 

(Biology), Stephen Forrest (LLC), Bogdan Prokopovich (ISOM), Irene Dujovne (Physics)  

 

Sent Regrets: Carolyn Cave (CNS Advising), Ken Reade (IPO), Krishna Poudel (Health Promotion & Policy), Sean 

Gordon (IPO)  

 

1. Welcome/Approval of Minutes from October 2, 2017       4:00 p.m. 

Jim welcomed the group. Stacy moved to approve the minutes from October 2, 2017. Irena seconded and the 

motion passed with one abstention (Dundon).  

  

2. COPE Chair Report          4:05 p.m.  

Professor Elaine Wang (ISOM) provided an overview of the Chinese Culture and Business program.  

 Course consists of readings, class discussions, and a final research paper as well as trip to China in late 

May 2018. Paper must be submitted prior to the trip. Reflection group will meet after trip.  

 Course level 390c is appealing to sophomores and juniors.  

 Prof. Wang and Sean Wandrei (ISOM lecturer) will accompany students to Beijing, Shanghai and 

Hangzhou.  

 Students are not be required to be fluent in Chinese. Prof. Wang is a native speaker and will provide 

interpretation.  

 Students will participate in a buddy system which will enhance the immersion experience.  

 The cost of the trip is approximately $5,000.00 ($3,750 course and $1,200.00 airfare).  

 Spring semester financial aid can be accessed and cost of attendance re-adjustment could occur.  

 The syllabus can be found at CCMS #4453.  

 

Following the presentation, Rachel asked if there were pre-reqs. Kalpen replied there were not and that non-ISOM 

students could enroll in the course. The cost of the trip seems prohibitive and it was suggested that a higher credit 

ratio be considered. Stacy reminded the group that the budget includes faculty costs and transit between cities. 

Questions regarding student safety and liability were raised by Richard. Stacy explained the partnership with CET 

and offered to invite Andrea Drake (Director of Health, Safety, and Security) to the next meeting. Richard asked 

how programs such as these were publicized to students. Kalpen explained both exchange programs and faculty-

taught programs with great detail (grading, registrar, transcripts, costs, liability). He recommended that a primer 

for new ISC members should occur at the next meeting. Kalpen moved to approve the program with a 

recommended consultation between Richard and Prof. Wang. Stephen seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously.    

 

Stephen presented the undergraduate Geoscience course taught through the University of Trømso The Artic 

University of Norway.  

 UiT has a formal exchange agreement with UMass Amherst.  

 There are no UMass language requirements for UiT although Norwegian exchange students must adhere 

to TOEFL standards. 

 

Upon completion of the presentation, Stephen asked for questions but none were presented. Stephen moved to 

approve the program. Kalpen seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. IPO Associate Provost’s Report         5:00 p.m.  

Kalpen reported that the IPO Ad Qad unit review occurred on October 31-November 2. Three reviewers visited 

campus and met with over 80 campus stakeholders. He and the Provost anticipate their report in late November. 

He also reported that International Education Week will occur from November 13-17. IPO is collaborating with 

the Chancellor’s Office and University Relations to widely promote events amongst the campus community. In 

addition, a video by the Chancellor, social media campaign featuring students and staff, and a UMass website 

gateway story are planned. Anna Branch, Associate Chancellor for Equity and Inclusion, will moderate the 

Celebrating International Students in the Classroom panel on Friday, Nov 17. In addition, UMass has joined the 

#youarewelcomehere national campaign.  

 

4. Discussion of ISC Proposal for Ad Hoc Committee on World Languages Proficiency  5:10 p.m.   
The goal of the ad hoc committee is to suggest ways to increase language study at UMass. The ad hoc committee 

(membership to be determined) would begin work in Spring 2018 through Spring 2019. MJ Peterson 

recommended the ad hoc committee be named appropriately and carefully as to not reflect outcome of the work. 

The ISC sub-committee will prepare a proposal for potential consideration at the December Faculty Senate. This 

proposal should be sent to MJ by the end of November. Jim explained the role of a similar task force at Rutgers 

University. Kalpen suggested the sub-committee develop a flesh-out stance before it hands over work to the ad 

hoc committee. Jim asked members to send him suggestions which pertain to achieving these goals.  

 

5. Adjournment            5:30 p.m. 

Jim announced the next meeting will take place on December 4 in the IPO Teleconference Room and then 

adjourned.  


