
International Studies Council  

Meeting Minutes  

5/2/16 

 

Chair: Stephen Forrest (LLC)       Recorder: Kim Stender (IPO)  

 

Participants: Jack Ahern (IPO), Noh Sun Park (SGA), Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), Stacy Lutsch (IPO), 

Jeungok Choi (Nursing), Jacqueline Mosselson (EPRA), Gonen Dori-Hacohen (Communication), Bogdan 

Prokopovych (ISOM), Jose Ornelas (LLC), Robert Wick (SSA), Jim Hicks (LLC),John Hagen 

(AFROTC), Ken Reade (IPO), Margaret Allard (English for Academic Purposes in ESL Program), Isabel 

Espinal (WEB DuBois Library), Carolyn Cave (CNS Advising), Amy Wordelman (Five College 

Language Center), Tim Lang (CHC)  

 

1. Call to Order          4:00 p.m.  

Steve welcomed the group and reviewed the agenda. He asked the group to review the minutes 

from April 4, 2016. Suggestions were made and Kim will amend the minutes to reflect the 

changes. Carolyn motioned to approve the minutes and Kalpen seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

2. COPE Report          4:08 p.m.  

Tim explained the process regarding proposed programs. Kalpen provided an update of the JNU 

India proposal and added that COPE will review the final version in May and bring it forward to 

ISC in October 2016. Tim added that this would allow Susan Ware to recruit students for the 

Spring class. Kalpen reported that the Puerto Rico/Dominican Republic program is pre-approved 

by COPE but stalled because of the student revenue-generating component. He stated that this is 

not best practice. Several faculty from the Center for Latin American, Caribbean and 

Latino Studies (CLACLS) met with Jack, Kalpen and Stacy regarding the issue of budgetary 

concerns as well as best-practice policy but were unsuccessful in their appeal. Jack explained that 

this program began with good intentions until logistical, budgetary and “teaching on load” 

concerns became evident. He suggested COPE standardize their study abroad policy. Jose does 

not blame ISC or IPO for the decision but rather the Dean.  He asked if ISC could move this 

program forward rather than IPO. Isabel asked what ISC could do to support CLACLS. Steve 

suggested that ISC identify funding sources to support Internationalization. Stacy suggested that 

the proposal be re-designed to be non-revenue generating. She explained that a lead admin ($4K) 

and second lead admin ($2K) plan was developed. Jose suggested that if the administrators or 

faculty were willing to forego salary, CLACLS could receive the $6K. Tim suggested Gloria 

return to COPE to learn the issues and obstacles and re-work the proposal over the summer. This 

may provide enough time to recruit students for the program. He will arrange to meet with her in 

August. Tim discussed two programs COPE recently considered. Ashley Woodman’s 

International Perspectives on Disabilities in Ireland full proposal was unanimously approved by 

COPE. Lora Barret’s Summer in Italy for Teachers was deemed too cost prohibitive ($10K for 2 

weeks) and not completely clear on academic content and syllabus.  

 

3. Update on ISC memo re Shorelight LDL Proposal     4:43 p.m.  

Steve distributed the draft memo addressing the Shorelight proposal. Margaret explained the 

evaluation and commented that decisions were being made without sufficient information. She 

suggested looking at Shorelight’s ESL experiences at other campuses (Louisiana, Kansas) and 

determining their assumptions. She pointed out that applied linguistics is not offered at UMass 

Amherst but rather at UMass Boston. Gonen suggested ISC ask for an evaluation of the 

http://www.umass.edu/clacls/
http://www.umass.edu/clacls/


Shorelight program. Jack explained that the ACE plan is still in draft form and ISC is the lead 

council to manage the ACE plan. He invited all to participate in the Open Forum on May 4 at 

which ESL is a relevant discussion topic. He explained that the Faculty Senate, JTSO and JTFRO 

is winding down. Internationalization has yet to be resolved and the plan will be moved to the 

front burner when a new committee will be formed in Fall 2016. ESL and foreign language 

instruction are two major concerns.  

 

4. Thatcher Language Program and Future Funding     5:00 p.m.  

Steve announced that the Thatcher Program is ending as the Residential Life Program can no 

longer afford it ($100K/annually). In addition, the Global Learning RAP will cease to exist as 

well. Jim asked why is this happening if Internationalization is a UMass priority. Gonen 

suggested that perhaps more students would become interested in the program if more appealing 

languages (i.e. Arabic) are offered. John Hird wants students to have different options to 

experience Globalization. John asked if other RAPs were being eliminated. Stephen crafted the 

following motion language: ISC expresses its concern that two important international initiatives 

on campus (Global Ed/FL req. and Thatcher/Global Experiences) have either been cut or are 

under threat, and given the expressed intention of the University to increase the 

internationalization of the campus, moves to request that all parties reconsider these changes and 

do their utmost to avoid them, so as to prevent the otherwise inevitable slide to a more provincial 

campus. This motion will be sent to the Provost, SDS, and Faculty Senate.  John moved to accept 

the motion and Gonen seconded. The motion regarding language passed unanimously.  

 

5. IPO Director's Report         5:16 p.m.  

Jack reported that the International Student Festival on the Amherst Town Common (April 9), the 

International Student Graduation Dinner (April 24) and the International Faculty Picnic (April 26) 

were very nice events and attended by many. He stated that the Fulbright Workshop (April 14-15) 

was a success as over 55 people attended. A Fulbright Mentor Network is forming and more 

information will come as details emerge.  International Student Focus Groups generated insights, 

opinions and ideas from many UG and Grad students. A student advisory group will be 

established in 2016-2017. Internationalization Draft Plan Open Forums were scheduled on April 

26 and May 4. Jack also stated that he will announce the Internationalization grants shortly. Tim 

reported that UMass students were highly successful in obtaining prestigious Boren Scholarships 

for Foreign Languages. Kalpen stated that the 50th Anniversary of the Oxford University 

partnership will occur in July and he Chancellor, several deans and he and Jack will attend the 

celebration. Kalpen also reported that he, Stacy, Jack and John Hird will travel to Cape Town in 

June. He announced that, unfortunately, the Department of State grant was not awarded and 

thanked Stacy for her tireless work.  

 

6. Adjournment          5:30 p.m.  

Steve thanked the group for their commitment and reminded everyone of the next meeting 

Monday, October 3, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.  

 


