
International Studies Council  

Meeting Minutes  

November 7, 2016  

 

Chair: Stephen Forrest       Recorder: Kimberly Stender  

 

Participants: Jack Ahern (IPO), Alex Corcoran (UMA Student Government Rep), Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), 

Sean Gordon (IPO), Stacy Lutsch (IPO), Bogdan Prokopovych (ISOM), Jeungok Choi (Nursing), 

Elizabeth Chilton (Research & Engagement), Michael Coblyn (Art), Rebecca Lorimer Leonard (English), 

Robert Wick (Stockbridge), Jose Ornelas (Span Port), Tim Lang (CHC), Gonen Dori-Hacohen 

(Communication), Jim Hicks (Comp Lit), Krishna Poudel (Public Health), C.N. Le (Sociology), Amy 

Wordelman (Five College Center for the Study of World Languages), Margaret Allard (English for 

Academic Purposes ESL), Ken Reade (IPO), Irena Bozin (CPE)  

 

1. Review/approve minutes from previous meetings (May 2 and Oct. 3, 2016)  4:00 p.m.  

Errors and missing motion language in both sets of minutes were noted. Stephen will provide 

motion language and Kim will make necessary changes to the minutes. It was then agreed that the 

minutes could be approved. Tim moved to approve both sets of minutes. Gonen seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

2. COPE Business         4:10 p.m.  

Tim stated that COPE had reviewed proposal Comm 397FD: Food Waste and Food Culture in 

Italy. Professor Leda Cooks (Communication) explained that as in the United States, food waste, 

sustainability, dietary choices, and the stigma attached to hunger are issues in Italy. Students will 

examine cultural and social aspects linked to these topics. She envisions students in anthropology, 

economics, communication, behavioral and natural sciences to enroll in this course. She hopes the 

course will be offered continuously or as an add-on. Professor Cooks met with Gustolab 

International leaders regarding the course. Prof. Cooks did not receive an IPO Internationalization 

grant. She thanked the committee and then departed. Tim explained that COPE found this 

proposal to be strong. Kalpen explained Gustolab’s strong partnership with UMA (university of 

record). Gustolab will provide translators to those students who do not possess a high-level 

proficiency in Italian. Due to concerns regarding location, Prof. Cooks will incorporate new 

explicit reasons as to why the course is being taught in Italy. Dr. Sonia Massari (Academic 

Director of Gustolab) supports this program. Stacy added that the course will fulfill an upper-

level elective within the Italian major. Stephen called for a motion. Tim moved to accept Comm 

397FD: Food Waste and Food Culture in Italy as a course. Stacy seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. Tim opened the discussion regarding the proposed exchange agreement with 

Universidad Carlos III in Madrid, Spain (UC3M). Kalpen explained that Spain continues to be the 

most popular EA destination. IPO is in need of a strong Spanish partner. After a summer site 

visit, Stacy determined that UC3M had an excellent academic reputation; was an affordable 

option for students; and offered many courses in English. UC3M currently has many public 

universities as partners.  After curriculum mapping/integration, Stacy concluded that UC3M 

would provide excellent opportunities for UMA students in electrical engineering, business, 

computer science, sociology, economics and journalism. Sustainability regarding exchanges was 

also favorable (4 for 4) and exchange ratios have the potential to increase. The UC3M health 

services, housing, and student services staff are bi-lingual. Stacy believes the campus offers a safe 

and secure environment, is handicap accessible and has extremely nice residence halls. Tim 

added that UMA students who are proficient in Spanish can enroll in a wider range of courses 

while at UC3M. Stacy stated that the program is cost neutral. However, if a student were to enroll 



directly, the cost would be approximately $8,000.00/semester. In addition, supplemental Spanish 

language instruction is available for any level of proficiency for approximately 250 euros. Two 

concerns were raised: language accommodations for UC3M students at UMA; and the protocol 

for UC3M students who wished to enroll in high-level engineering, business or computer science 

courses. Bogdan asked if there was a faculty/researcher component to this exchange agreement. 

Stacy said there was none at this time but follow-up may be appropriate. Kalpen added that a 

Title IX clause was included in the agreement. Stephen called for a motion. Tim moved to 

approve the exchange agreement with Universidad Carlos III in Madrid, Spain. Kalpen seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. Stacy will email Anne Benz regarding program approvals.  

3. Global Education Requirements for the B.A. in all departments of the College of Social  

and Behavioral Sciences         4:40 p.m.   

Stephen read the Faculty Senate charge and will deliver the draft internationalization plan to the 

committee by the December meeting. Elizabeth recommended that ISC examine and review the 

college’s proposal and all department proposals. Kalpen agreed with Elizabeth within the context 

of the draft internationalization plan and added that ISC should express its opinion regarding 

global education and language requirements. Tim suggested that this should be an official 

component of ISC’s work. Stephen offered to divide the eight proposals amongst three ISC 

members who could then submit their opinions. Elizabeth recommended that all ISC members 

participate in this work. Tim moved that ISC undertake the review of changes to the SBS Global 

Education Requirements and the Chair will designate a report for ISC members to review. Gonen 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously. The report will ultimately be sent to the Dean of 

SBS and the Faculty Senate.  

 

4. IPO Director’s Report        5:10 p.m.  

Jack announced the change in IPO leadership as of January 1, 2017 and congratulated Kalpen on 

his new role as Executive Director. Jack reminded the group that the draft Internationalization 

Plan is essentially dormant. He urged the group to be the stewards of the campus’ commitment to 

comprehensive internationalization. Elizabeth reminded everyone that the new standing Campus 

Planning and Resource Allocation Committee is charged with moving forward on the 

Internationalization Plan, so that it is very much still a campus priority. Jose questioned why the 

SBS language requirement seemed to be delayed by administration. Elizabeth noted that the SBS 

proposed changes to the Global Education Requirement are currently being reviewed by several 

Faculty Senate Councils, including Academic Priorities. Gonen was concerned about the IPO 

leadership shift from a faculty member to an administrator. Elizabeth stated that it was difficult to 

be hiring new senior level administrators at this time given the budget situation, but that the 

upside to smaller staff is that IPO and Research & Engagement are working more closely 

together. Kalpen added that the leadership change represented a movement at other US 

universities. Jack invited members to attend the International Education Week keynote address 

Cultivating a Supportive Culture for International Students on Campus presented by El-Houcin 

Chaqra (Indiana State University) on Monday, November 14 at 4pm in Campus Center 174. Jack 

also reported that the UMA Faculty Fulbright Mentor Network met on October 31. He invited 

ISC members to attend the ISSS Coffee Hours. Jack reported that the IRMC is currently 

reviewing UMA Travel Registry policy guidelines with the Graduate Senate. He mentioned that 

Enobong Anna Branch (Faculty Advisor for Diversity and Inclusive Excellence) met with IPO 

staff. Jack also spoke briefly about the International Student Committee and Advisory Board; 

participation in the campus climate survey; and the Shorelight program.  

 

 

 



5. Adjournment          5:29 p.m.  

Stephen reminded the group that the next meeting is scheduled for December 5 at 4:00 p.m. in 

Campus Center Room 804-08. Stephen adjourned the meeting at 5:29 p.m.  


