
International Studies Council  
Meeting Minutes  
October 7, 2019  
 
Chair: Bogdan Prokopovych      Recorder: Kimberly Stender  
 
Participants: Sohini Banerjee (GSS), Irena Bozin (Online Education), Richard Chu (History), Irene Dujovne 
(Physics), Emma Dundon (Nursing), Steve Forrest (LLC/Japanese)), Sean Gordon (IPO), Krishna Poudel 
(Public Health), Elsa Petit (Stockbridge), Ken Reade (IPO), David Rodrigues-Solas (LLC/Spanish), Alena 
Vasilyeva (Communication), Janna White (5 Colleges)  
 
Sent Regrets: Madalina Akli, Carolyn Cave, Gonen Dori-Hacohen, Tristram Seidler, Kalpen Trivedi  
 

1. Welcome & Approve Minutes  
Bogdan welcomed the group and introductions were made. David moved to approve the 
minutes from April 1, 2019. Steve seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

2. Ad Hoc Committee on Language Proficiency Update 
Elsa explained the committee was making progress on three points: language-based incentives; 
seal of proficiency; and certificate of language and culture with a possible study abroad 
component. Elsa added that there will be no additional costs attached to the certificate.  Janna 
stated that 5 Colleges expressed an interest to be helpful.  
 

3. Intl Faculty/Staff Subcommittee Update  
Richard announced that a reception featuring a jazz ensemble and the Building Bridges art 
exhibit is planned for Wednesday, November 20 in the Fine Arts Center Atrium from 5:00pm-
7:00pm. IPO will co-host the event which coincides with International Education Week and will 
celebrate international faculty and staff. Richard stated that the subcommittee was invited to 
become an Employee Resource Group (ERG) for the Office of Diversity and Inclusion and could 
potentially receive logistical and financial support from the university.  
 

4. COPE Update 
Steve had nothing to report as committee did not meet in September.  
 

5. IPO Update  
Ken announced that Mark Eckman is the new Education Abroad Director. Mark will begin 
attending ISC meetings in November. Ken reported that, to date, 830 applications for spring 
semester study abroad programs were received. He added that ISS numbers are robust as there 
are approximately 3,500 total UG and grads representing 114 countries; 413 freshmen, and 438 
newly matriculated graduate students. Ken applauded the efforts of Enrollment Management’s 
deliberate recruiting and strategic plan. Ken added that the ever-changing Dept. of State 
regulations, limited consular services, and processing delays continue to frustrate international 
students and scholars. However, despite these complexities and the increase in student and 
scholar numbers at UMass, IPO continues to provide exceptional service as the campus’s 
immigration compliance office.  
 

6. Adjourn  
Bogdan announced the next meeting (November 4) and adjourned the group.  



 
 
 


