
International Studies Council 

Meeting Minutes 

March 5, 2018 
 
Chair: Jim Hicks (Comp Lit)     Recorder: Kimberly Stender  
 
Participants: Irena Bozin (CPE), Michael Romero (IPO), Sean Gordon (IPO), Steve Forrest 
(Japanese/LLC), Rebecca Lorimer-Leonard (English), Bogdan Prokopovych (ISOM), Irene Dujovne 
(Physics), Amy Wordelman (FCCSWL), Tristram Seidler (Biology), Rachel Ellis (SGA), Carolyn Cave 
(CNS Advising), Kalpen Trivedi (IPO) via Zoom 
 
Sent Regrets: Richard Chu, Robert Wick, Stacy Lutsch, Ken Reade  
 

1. Welcome & Approve Minutes from February 5, 2018     4:00 p.m.  
Jim welcomed the group. Rachel moved to approve the minutes. Steve seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

2. Subcommittee on International Staff and Faculty     4:02 p.m.  
Irena Bozin, Heidi Scott, Krishna Poudel, Kirsten Helmer, Irene Dujovne, Tanya Tang, Margaret 
McCarthy, and Richard Chu comprise this group. The group recently discussed potential 
collaborations with TEFD’s International Scholars Forum.  The group will meet with IPO’s 
Pamela Dutta in April.  
 

3. Ad Hoc Committee on Language Proficiency      4:03 p.m.  
Jim attended the March 2 Faculty Senate meeting and reported that members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Language Proficiency will explore their respective departments and examine 
language polices at peer institutions which concern their own disciplines. He will continue to 
provide updates from the Faculty Senate. Jim proposed the ISC committee on language 
proficiency be disbanded since it served its purpose. Kalpen suggested that the subcommittee on 
curriculum matters and internationalization continue to examine where UMass stands on 
internationally-infused coursework and where internationalization can best be implemented 
across campus. Steve agreed and suggested the mission be revised. He added that current 
members on the language committee be polled to see if they want to remain involved in this 
work.  
 

4. COPE Chair Report         4:10 p.m.  
Steve provided an overview of Tropical Field Biology Program in Belize (BIOL 487H). This 
popular program has existed for nearly 30 years and is taught by Adam Porter and Tristram 
Seidler. The course will not run in in 2018 but will resume in 2019. The program needs to be 
modified to reflect IPO’s new third-party provider model. This would result in an approximate 
$400.00 cost increase. Potentially, IPO could provide scholarships and an existing Biology 
scholarship could be re-directed to off-set costs for qualified students. Course alumni may 
contribute in an annual fundraising drive. Steve added that COPE unanimously agreed to present 
the program to ISC for approval. Steve moved to endorse the program. Carolyn seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

5. Adjournment          4:22 p.m.  
Jim adjourned the meeting at 4:22 p.m.  


