
International Studies Council  

Meeting Minutes  

March 6, 2017  

 

Chair: Stephen Forrest      Recorder: Kimberly Stender 

 

Participants: Kalpen Trivedi (IPO), Ken Reade (IPO), Stacy Lutsch (IPO), Irena Bozin (CPE), Nancy 

Symmes (SGA), Margaret Allard (ESL), Alena Vasilyeva (Communication), Gonen Dori-Hacohen 

(Communication), Isabel Espinal (WEB DuBois Library), Bogdan Prokopovych (ISOM), Carolyn Cave 

(CNS), Jim Hicks (LLC), Rebecca Lorimar Leonard (English), Amy Wordelman (FCCSWL), John 

Hagen (CHC), Krishna Poudel (Public Health), C.N. Le (Sociology) 

 

1. Welcome & Minutes Review/Approval      4:00 p.m.  

Stephen welcomed the group and reviewed the agenda. Approval of the February 6, 2017 minutes 

was tabled until the April 3 meeting. Gonen indicated that the February 6 minutes seem more 

summative and less detailed than previous minutes. Stephen will provide minutes from the May 

2, 2016 meeting as Gonen would like to see the Item 5 discussion about what the sub-committees 

might take up, e.g. SBS’s Global Ed or foreign language study on campus. Gonen offered to share 

his notes with Stephen and Kalpen.  

 

2. COPE Report         4:20 p.m. 

In Tim’s absence, Stacy delivered the report which focused on three programs: Public Health in 

Cuba; Emerging Scholars CIEE in the Dominican Republic; and College of Nursing and the 

Kamenini Hospitals (India).  

 

 Public Health in Cuba is a semester-long program designed with deep 

internationalization in mind. The course received high interest from faculty and the 

support of Dean Aelion. Four PH faculty will be involved in the program. Course rotation 

will be in place through 2018. Fifteen or more students will earn 16 credits through four 

upper division courses. Stacy added that the possibility of graduating a semester early and 

affordability makes this program very attractive to students. She indicated that there may 

be a possible engineering program. Gloria Bernabe-Ramos and Stacy will conduct an info 

session on March 8 from 3:00-4:00 p.m.  

 

 Emerging Scholars CIEE in the Dominican Republic provides an opportunity for under-

represented students to experience a study abroad program.  This fully funded program in 

conjunction with CIEE is offered through CHC. Led by John Hagen and Alexandrina 

Deschamps and approved by the Chancellor, this 2-week summer program (August 7-21) 

in Santiago offers three 4 credit courses. Thirty emerging scholars applied and 15 will be 

selected to participate. Professor Deschamps will supervise pre and post program 

activities. Civic engagement and leadership will be a program emphasis. CIEE has a 

center and resident director in Santiago.  

 

 College of Nursing & Kamenini Hospitals will allow students to experience clinical 

learning experiences in one of India’s top hospitals. Dean Steve Cavanagh developed this 

program. There will be a small fee associated with it. The creation of new courses is not 

necessary.  

 

Kalpen provided an update on the Puerto Rico/Dominican Republic CLACLS summer program. 

Gloria Bernabe-Ramos and Sonia Alvarez developed this 5 week, 9 credit course. Two UMA 



faculty-led courses will be offered with the potential to become a full summer courses. COPE will 

hopefully receive a full proposal in April. Stacy reported that the University of Cape Town (South 

Africa) summer program cannot occur because of the student protests at UCT so the program will 

launch in summer 2018. The Salamanca Program will be revised and presented at COPE in 

March and ISC in April.  

 

3. IPO Director’s Update          4:45 p.m.  

Kalpen informed the group that IPO is preparing its first ever Ad Quad for the Provost. He stated 

that he and Jennifer Normaly (CPARC Chair) are discussing the internationalization plan and 

diversity in relation to campus goals. She is seeking a meeting with ISC. Although Stephen 

suggested she come to the April or May meeting, Kalpen thought it best to wait until October or 

November as CPARC is just gaining speed. Gonen mentioned his concern with the Faculty 

Senate By-laws stating ISC’s charge. This will be a topic for the April 3 ISC meeting. Kalpen 

continued that the Provost’s Office, IPO, Research and Engagement, Computer 

Science/Information Systems and Mathematics/Statistics received a large delegation from 

Hokkaido University on March 1-8. The purpose of the visit was to bolster the GI-CoRE initiative 

centered on big data and cybersecurity. Kalpen thought an off-shoot of this initiative could be a 

STEM and Japanese language program. He concluded that the Provost recently signed a 

Memorandum of Agreement between Hokkaido University and the Stockbridge School of 

Agriculture. Ken provided a general update on the recently revised executive orders regarding 

immigration. He also explained the purpose of the two task forces formed in response to 

executive orders by Chancellor Subbaswamy and President Meehan.  Kalpen added that IPO is 

working furiously to provide updated information to all deans as well as to the Provost and 

Chancellor. He is impressed that Chancellor’s Office is issuing public statements regarding 

executive orders which undoubtedly re-assure the campus community. Ken explained the current 

situation pertaining to H1B visas and the suspension of premium processing. He explained the 

reasons why human resources and the faculty/staff hiring process would be impacted due to the 

suspension of premium processing. He spoke briefly about potential issues with OBT. Kalpen 

added that many international associations of which IPO is a member (e.g. NAFSA, AIEA and 

AILA) issued recent statements in response to executive orders. Ken and Kalpen encouraged 

faculty and staff to contact the IPO or Dean John McCarthy with questions. Ken, Kalpen, Pamela 

Dutta and Corey Carvalho (Legal Services) are available to visit departments and explain 

immigration laws and executive orders to staff. Please contact Kim Stender kstender@umass.edu 

to schedule a department meeting. Ken recommended that any concerned students, staff or 

international faculty be referred to the IPO. Information can be found on the UMass website main 

page and the IPO website. This information is updated frequently and as needed.  

 

4. Updates to Faculty Senate Bylaws re ISC      5:15 p.m.  

Documents: Document 17-032; Section from the Faculty Senate Bylaws stating ISC’s charge 

Stephen will continue to work on the draft regarding this subject and invited all member to 

participate in this process. In the essence of time this topic and the update on a proposed 

committee on Internationalization in the Curriculum (CIC) will be tabled until the April 3 

meeting.  

 

5. Adjournment          5:20 p.m.  

Stephen announced that the next meeting is scheduled for April 3 at 4pm in Campus Center 

Room 804-08. He adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  

mailto:kstender@umass.edu

