
International Studies Council 

Meeting Minutes 

October 2, 2017  

 

Chair: Jim Hicks (Comp Lit)     Recorder: Kimberly Stender  

 

Participants: Stephen Forrest (LLC); Ken Reade (IPO); Stacy Lutsch (IPO); Sean Gordon (IPO); Irene 

Dujovne (Physics); Tristram Seidler (Biology); Amy Wordelman (FCCSWL); Alena Vasilyeva 

(Communication); Krishna Poudel (Health Promotion & Policy); Graciela Monteagudo (Social Thought 

& Political Economy); Carolyn Cave (CNS Advising); Richard Chu (History); Rebecca Lorimer Leonard 

(English); Bogdan Prokopovich (ISOM)  

 

Sent Regrets: Irena Bozin (CPE); Kalpen Trivedi (IPO)  

 

1. Welcome         4:00 p.m. 

Stephen welcomed the group and self-introductions were made.  

 

2. Review/Approve Meeting Minutes from May 1, 2017     4:04 p.m.  

Stephen moved to approve the minutes from May 1, 2017. Stacy seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. Stephen will send Kim the names of those who sent regrets along with updated 

membership information.  

 

3. Election of New Chair        4:07 p.m.  

Stephen called for nominations for a new chair. Stephen nominated Jim Hicks.  No other 

nominations were brought forth. Stephen moved to nominate Jim as chair. Irene seconded and the 

motion passed with one abstention (Hicks). Stephen announced that he will remain on ISC and 

Chair COPE.  

 

4. COPE Report         4:10 p.m.  

Stephen and Stacy recapped the September 25, 2017 COPE meeting. COPE will create written 

guidelines and increase membership (1-2 members ideally from SBS or CICS); discussion 

regarding Gustolab internship credits to UMass and non-UMass students; Andrea Drake’s role as 

Director of Health, Safety and Security; UMass Travel Registry; Faculty-Taught programs will be 

transferred to international education partners; Cuba trip suspended due to Hurricane Irma 

(program to resume in Fall 2018).  

 

5. ISC memo on Language Requirements and Language Proficiency  4:20 p.m.  

Jim briefly explained the history surrounding the SBS Global Pathways proposal and the ISC 

memo. In Spring 2017, the Faculty Senate approved to establish an ad hoc committee tasked with 

developing a world language shift from requirements to proficiency. The SBS proposal was 

tabled. The ISC memo, drafted by Gonen Dori-Hacohen, with help from Jim Hicks, Bruce Baird 

and Frank Hugus, proposes a university-wide world language policy rather than a college-specific 

focus. In an effort to become more active in campus internationalization, Jim suggested ISC use 

the Fall semester to develop this proposal. Richard expressed concern regarding the delay this 

may cause to the tabled SBS proposal and asked that Jim explain the differences between a 

requirement for the language proficiency program and the current language requirements. A brief 

discussion followed after which Jim suggested ISC examine the reasons for the SBS proposal and 

the issues surrounding it. Irene stated that the SBS proposal has been in the making for several 

years and that it is likely that any ISC proposal would require a similar timeline. Stephen 

encouraged the group to work on the ISC proposal and develop it by building on the positive 

aspects and intentions of the SBS proposal.  Graciela explained that for her, as a member of SBS, 



opposition to the SBS proposal is an extremely complicated topic, particularly regarding the 

questions of tabling the SBS proposal, because students and faculty need world language 

guidelines. She hoped the Provost’s Office would dedicate funding for this work and stated that 

capacity and pedagogy issues currently exist for 1st and 2nd year students so underlying issues 

should be addressed sooner than later. MJ Peterson proposed a Faculty Senate Committee as a 

Whole discussion on October 12 during which the SBS proposal would be addressed. Stacy 

moved to create an ad hoc curriculum committee for the initial purpose of examining the world 

language proposal. Stephen seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Stephen called for 

members and Stacy, Graciela, Rebecca and Alena agreed to be on this committee. The chair will 

decide the frequency of the ad hoc committee’s meetings. Jim hoped this committee could meet 

prior to the October 12 Faculty Senate Committee as Whole discussion. Jim will draft a brief 

statement for the Faculty Senate and requested input from members.    

 

6. New Sub-Committees         4:49 p.m.  

Jim, Stacy and Stephen met recently to discuss the formation of other ISC (sub) committees that 

would address pressing needs and issues on campus, such as the above-mentioned curriculum 

committee and Richard Chu’s International Faculty and Staff Committee. Rebecca suggested that 

Andrea Dallas (ESL Program Director) be invited to address ISC at an upcoming meeting. 

Richard introduced the idea of an International Faculty/Staff Committee. A brief discussion 

followed pertaining to ISC membership and sub-committee requirements. Jim consulted a 

membership email from MJ Peterson in which the term “normally” could be loosely interpreted. 

Richard would like to become a member of ISC. Jim mentioned forming a committee which 

would focus on military veterans and refugees. He is currently discussing this idea with 

colleagues and community colleges.  

 

7. IPO Associate Provost’s Report       5:18 p.m.  

In Kalpen’s absence (he presented at the IIE Generation Study Abroad Summit), Ken provided 

the following information: 

 IPO moved into 70 Butterflied Terrace and encouraged campus partners to utilize the 

Teleconference Room.  

 IPO will welcome three external reviewers from October 31-November 2 for the Ad Qad 

unit review. ISC members will be invited to participate.  

 IPO is tracking flow, function, footfall and purpose of visit. This data will inform 

judicious choices about future investing and dedicated resources.  

 IPO welcomed nearly 1,000 new international UG and grad students to campus on 

August 30. To date, approximately 3,200 international students from 112 nations call 

UMass Amherst home.  

 IPO and the History Department will welcome President Yalew Endawoke from Woldia 

University (Ethiopia) to campus on October 3-4.  

 

8. Adjournment          5:30 p.m.  

Jim announced the next meeting will be on November 6 (IPO Teleconference Room) and then 

adjourned.  

 

 


