
INTERCAMPUS FACULTY COUNCIL Minutes 

 Amherst December 12, 2012 
Present: Amherst –Rick Adrion, Marilyn Billings, Ernie May,  Boston – Manickam Sugumaran, Lynne Tirrell, Dartmouth –Paige 
Gibbs, Stephen White  Lowell –Eve Buzawa, Michael Carter Worcester- Robert Weinstein  Guests: Joseph Bartolomeo, Tom Chmura,  
Robert Gamache, Brian O’Connor, M J Peterson, Amilcar Shabazz 
 
The meeting was convened at 11:40am with each attendee introducing themselves. 
 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were approved. 
 
Campus Reports 

Boston The Faculty Council has approved an Honors College.  At the point, it is an internal decision. The College of Advancing and 
Professional Studies is the new name for University College (the continuing studies vehicle of the university).  Parking costs may 
increase. Construction on the Science Building continues.  Groundbreaking for the Academic Building will be held in January.  The 
college of Liberal Arts will begin a faculty 2/2 schedule in January. Following is information requested for addition following the 

meeting 
1. Professor Kamal Bawa of Biology Department received two notable Honors in 2012. He was awarded the First Gunnerus 
Sustainability award, the world's first major international award for his work conducted on sustainability. It was awarded by the Royal 
Norwegian Society of Sciences and Letters. The award comes with Gunnerus Gold medal and a cash prize equivalent to $190,000. 
Professor Bawa donated all the money to the non-profit organization, ATREE (Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the 
Environment), that he founded several years ago. Second, he was also elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences under 
the category of public affairs and journalism, along with U. S. Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham Clinton.   
2. U Mass Boston and Wipro, an Indian Technology firm, officially signed a multimillion dollar partnership STEM education pact to 
train science teachers in Boston and New York City.  
3. UMass Boston and U Mass Medical School collaborately secured a 6.7 million dollar grant to establish a center for health equity 
intervention research (CHEIR).  
Amherst  UMass Amherst has a new policy on units with the title "school" that will result in current schools headed by a dean (and 
reporting to the Provost) will be renamed "colleges," e.g., Nursing, Public Health and Health Sciences, Management. Schools will now 
be units within or across colleges that are headed by a director who reports to the related dean(s). The Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture has been restructured under this policy. Stockbridge has offered associate degrees (required under the Morrell Act) but 
drew faculty from other departments, but now has faculty reassigned from Plant, Soil and Insect Sciences and other departments (PSIS 
was closed with non-Stockbridge faculty assigned to other departments). Stockbridge is a school within the College of Natural 
Sciences (CNS). Recently, the Department of Computer Science, also in CNS, became the School of Computer Science reflecting a 
broader and interdisciplinary scope. Other schools are planned. Some of the current dean-led schools may have "schools" within the 
college due to accreditation requirements, e.g., possibly a School of Public Health within the College of Public Health and Health 
Sciences (CPHHS also includes Communication Disorders, Kinesiology and Nutrition). In some cases, such as Public Health and 
Nursing, accrediting bodies require that the head of the professional unit have a degree in the field. This prevented a merger of Nursing 
and CPHHS. Construction on the Amherst campus continues with a new life sciences building, a new Commonwealth Honors College 
housing and classroom complex almost complete and a new classroom building under construction. More is planned. All of this has 
disrupted traffic flow and parking. The long-range plan for parking is to move lots from the campus core to the periphery of the 
campus. 
A strategic planning process, as stipulated by the NEASC report, and  desired by the new Chancellor, has begun.  Faculty and 
administrators will co-chair the committee with equal membership by administration and faculty. Emphasis in the plan will be on 
Impact, Implementation and Integration.  Construction is improving the look of the campus.  The Faculty Senate is studying online 
course management software options.                                                                                                                                                                      
[Part of the Amherst and the remaining campus reports were made after an IFC discussion with Tom Chmura]  

 

UMass Accountability and Marketing 

UMass Vice President for Economic Development Tom Chmura spoke with the meeting about the recent announcement of a document 
for which IFC had agreed to be a focus group at its previous meeting.  President Caret made the announcement of “UMass 
Performance: Accountable and On the Move” at a November 29 meeting with the Boston of Chamber of Commerce.  Chmura reported 
that the document will not have letter or number grades but will use indicating symbols.   The text presented in the focus group 
remains majorly the same.  Still under consideration is the best way to present a qualitative narrative (i.e., discuss rankings).  The 
report is expected to be published as a six page brochure in February 2013.  The information will be reported in 6 categories with 21 
areas.  The question was raised about calling attention to research which has little monetary value. Some ways to report:  number of 
visits, online views, publications, awards, prizes, The Center for Measuring University Performance data, recentness and frequency of 
publication.  The Board of Higher Education Vision Project is tracking employment of graduates by location and type of job. 
 

 

 

 

 



Campus Reports (continued) 

Dartmouth The Carney Library renovation and addition is almost finished.  The wind turbine is ready for operation.  An interim 
Provost has been appointed.  Three prominent people have recently made presentations on the campus:  Martin Ferris, an Irish 
politician, Gene Sharpe, a non-violence advocate and UMass Dartmouth Professor Emeritus Noam Chomsky.  UMass students have 
produced the first sustainability report in the world by a university that attained an A-level of compliance with the world’s preeminent 
standard for corporations, the GRI’s G3 standard. 
Lowell There is a new Dean for the College of Fine Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences.  There is a big emphasis on international 
students.  Veteran services are also being emphasized.  The increase in debt service as new buildings as UML come online, together 
with increased adjunct salaries related to unionization of adjunct faculty, have resulted in an operating deficit for fiscal 2013, financed 
out of the financial cushion built up in the previous four years. The 9C cuts (about $900,000 at the UML campus) are being absorbed 
without any reductions in faculty or academic staff and programs.   The new 13-week schedule is unpopular with Math and Science 
faculty.  A general discussion of schedules followed. 

Worcester The Sherman Center will open on January 31 with a series of major events in January.  The LCME did very well with a full 
accreditation for 8 years.  Preliminary reports from the NEASC visit indicate that went well. This is the second year of the new 
curriculum.  Last year’s students just took an exam which demonstrates improvement.  The Provost is undergoing his 5-year review. 
 
Adjournment at 2:03 pm                      
 
Respectfully submitted, Paige Gibbs- secretary 
 
 

    
 


