
INTERCAMPUS FACULTY COUNCIL Minutes 

 Worcester September 19, 2012 

 

Present: Amherst –Rick Adrion, Ernie May Boston – Manikam Sugumaran, Lynne Tirrell, Dartmouth –Paige Gibbs, Stephen White  

Lowell –Eve Buzawa, Michael Carter Worcester-  Leslie Shaw, Robert Weinstein  Guests: Marcellette Williams, Tom Chmura, 

Douglas Banks 

 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were approved. 

 

Focus group At the request of the President’s office, the IFC served as a focus group for the President’s proposed “report card” for the 

system. Douglas Banks distributed copies the sample document and collected them at the end of the session.  The intention of this 

document is to emphasize UMass campus’ progress.  The progress is already reported on the annual reports section of University’s 

Institutional Research page of the UMass President’s web site http://www.massachusetts.edu/ir/irannualpublications.html.  Concern 

was expressed about the intended audience for the document:  legislature, peer institutions, Massachusetts citizens, and prospective 

students? The President envisions the document as a “selling tool” to educational leaders, business leaders and donors. The document 

development is evolving as the concept is presented to various focus groups.  Ernie May requested Steven White to distribute to the 

IFC via e-mail the cogent observations he had made.  These observations could form a base for an IFC comment to President Caret on 

the appropriate message and use of the proposed document. 

 

Plan B The planned freezing of fees for the UMass 2014 budget is of serious concern to faculty.  The long-range view of the UMass 

BOT Administration and Finance committee is that this is unsustainable in the long term.  Challenges: Massive online open courses 

(MOOCs) could be used as course waivers, poor campus morale brought by stagnant and cut funding as well as loss of campus 

identity, the level fees will not bring an increase in legislative financial support, valued faculty may move to other higher education 

institutions 

 

Updates Marcellette Williams’ title now is Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, Student Affairs and International Relations 

John Cunningham is interim CEO of UMass Online and Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

 

Campus Reports 

Amherst The new Chancellor Kumble Subbaswamy (Swamy) is well liked. Two Deans have been appointed to reduced terms: College 

of Social and Behavioral Sciences and College of Humanities and Fine Arts. The Dean of Engineering position remains unfilled. There 

is a new policy on “schools within colleges.”  Schools will be headed by directors, not Deans. The Stockbridge School of Agriculture 

is being created within the College of Natural Sciences.  Among the logistics for this is the move of some faculty to other departments. 

There are now 1000 tenure-track faculty on campus.  The Faculty Senate continues to explore how to attract younger faculty as Senate 

members.   

 

Boston The College of Liberal Arts is moving to a 2/2 schedule for faculty in the spring of 2013 the 4/4 schedule for students is still 

being prepared.  Construction:  500 parking places are being removed to accommodate construction; there are two new Deans one each 

for the School for Global Inclusion and Social Development and the College of Nursing and Health Sciences. 

 

Dartmouth The campus has a new Chancellor. There are two interim deans, one each for the College of Arts and Sciences and the 

College of Business. The wind turbine is 90% ready for operation.  The UMass Law School at Dartmouth has been granted provisional 

accreditation by the American Bar Association.   

 

Lowell New parking spaces have been made available at the previous fee but reserved parking spaces, previously at a higher fee, now 

have increased fees. Jack Wilson is the interim Dean of Engineering.  There is an interim Science Dean, The Emerging Technologies 

and Innovation Center will open in October.  In January, two new dorms will open.  The University Avenue Bridge is being replaced 

by a bridge under construction.  Construction has begun on the campuses for electric cables 

 

Worcester Now has a central tenure committee. Convocation, held last week, included the white coat investiture.  A NEASC site visit 

will be held in October.  Searches have begun for a Chair of Pediatrics and a Chair of Neurosurgery. The Governance Document 

process has been slowed to give General Council more time for a detailed review.  The Open Access Policy awaits more introduction 

of it to new General Council members. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 
Respectfully submitted, Paige Gibbs- secretary 


