
INTERCAMPUS FACULTY COUNCIL Minutes 

 Dartmouth, June 6, 2012 

 

Present: Amherst –Rick Adrion, Marilyn Billings, Ernie May Boston –  Lynne Tirrell, Dartmouth –Paige Gibbs, Stephen White  

Lowell –Eve Buzawa, Michael Carter Worcester-  Leslie Shaw, Robert Weinstein Guest Ken Udas 

 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were reviewed 

 

Future of Online Higher Education 

Ken Udas, immediate past Chief Executive of UMass Online was introduced and then discussed with the IFC members the successes 

and challenges of online higher education 

Challenges:  

Need for more and detailed assessment, What benefits the students the most in this environment? How is learning distinguished from 

what is gained at traditional universities? Time management issues for students and instructors, Heavy upfront investment without 

specific ROI Shared governance concerns, low completion rates,  

Successes: 

Benefits:  a variety of learning styles.  Greater variety of interaction between instructor and student, Possibility of “office hours” at 

times when buildings are not open, Access for students who because of a variety of obstacles (e.g. location, disability) cannot easily 

attend a face to face course 

Observations 

Online Higher Education tends to be more attractive to older students. Many studies are underway (e.g. Purdue) about online learning, 

Concept becoming ever more complex. 

 

Annual Election of officers: Chair and Secretary 

There being no nominations from the floor the previously nominated candidate for Chair, Ernie May, and the previously nominated 

candidate for Secretary, Paige Gibbs, were unanimously declared elected. 

 

Satellite Campus? 
E. May reported that the UMass Donahue Institute is investing in satellite campuses in Gateway Cities using many adjunct faculty 

 

Campus Reports 

Worcester  Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is this year’s commencement speaker.  The Open Access Taskforce has met.  A journal policy is 

being prepared. The library website is ready. The Open Access project will be presented to the Faculty Council in September and the 

Executive Council in October.  Presuming that the Chancellor approves the project it will voted upon by the UMass BOT in 

December. As prescribed in the Governance Council constitution an-every-five-years revision is underway. It will become a campus 

wide document, instead of just for the school of medicine.  The Graduate School of Nursing and the Graduate School of Bioscience 

will now also be included, with each school having its own bylaws. The final day of the Faculty council is June 7 with an open faculty 

meeting.  A Faculty Council project of reviewing the Academic Personnel Policy is beginning in July. 

Lowell  Searches have begun for three deans: Library, Education and  Fine Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.  A 2020 strategic 

plan using the campus’ own metrics produced a report card.  Each college is implementing workload criteria for tenure track positions. 

An operating loss is projected for FY13. 

Dartmouth  The campus has a new Chancellor. Massachusetts Accelerator for Biomanufacturing construction has begun. The 

American Bar Association, at a meeting tomorrow, will be considering provisional accreditation for the UMass Law School at 

Dartmouth. 

Boston  The College of Liberal Arts will be changing to a 4/4 course load for students and a 2/2 course load for faculty in July 2013. 

This change will progress through the colleges one by one. New academic buildings will include larger capacity classrooms.  

Classroom space allocation continues to be an issue. A graduate school for Global Inclusion and Social Development  is being 

established. 

Amherst The campus has a new Chancellor. There are two interim deans:  Humanities and Fine Arts and Social and Behavioral 

Sciences.  E. May was re-elected Faculty Senate Secretary. Commonwealth College continues to be constructed.  3 new Science 

buildings are ready. Student Affairs issues are of concern.  The Faculty Senate will be monitoring the funding of football activities. 

 

Resolution of Appreciation 

A Resolution of Appreciation to the Board of Trustees for their leadership in the fee increase was moved and passed unanimously. The 

Resolution will be prepared and circulated to IFC members for review and endorsement. 

 

Adjournment 

 

   Respectfully submitted, Paige Gibbs- secretary 


