
INTERCAMPUS FACULTY COUNCIL Minutes 

Dartmouth March 19, 2008 

 

Present: Amherst - E. May, B. O'Connor, Boston -, L. Tirrell, Dartmouth – M. Baum, D. Georgianna, P.Gibbs, 

J. Griffith, K. Langley, S. Leclaire, Lowell –M. Carter, Worcester- J. Singer 

 

Meeting convened at 12:10 pm. 

 

Minutes of the December 14, 2007 meeting were approved as read. 

 

Ad Hoc Intercampus Faculty Council Committee on Governance and Elections.   

Michael Carter, chair of the presented an interim report.   The notes from the ad hoc meeting were reviewed and 

discussion opened on the topic. 

During discussion the following decisions were reached: 

• The Intercampus Faculty Council will hold its regular meetings following the Board of Trustees meetings, 

on the same campus hosting each Board of Trustees meeting. 

• IFC officers must serve one previous term as IFC members 

• The UMass Amherst Faculty Senate Secretary will assign that office’s secretary each year to poll the faculty 

governance body of each campus for the current 2 heads of faculty governance and the faculty 

representative to the board of trustees 

• It was agreed that the office secretary of the UMass Amherst Faculty Senate would collect IFC officer 

nominations, hold, and tell the election. 

• It was agreed that the IFC election would be held at the September meeting of each year. 

• It was voted to accept the notes, with the change from June to September, as the IFC election procedure  

• The Intercampus Faculty Council is an informal collaboration among the faculty governance bodies on each 

UMass campus.  Because there is no degree or program granted by the UMass President’s office there is no 

need for a system faculty senate.  Were such a degree or program considered a system faculty senate would 

have to be established.  A system faculty senate would require UMass Board of Trustees’ approval.  

(The notes are at the conclusion of these minutes) 

 

Program approval process at the Trustee level 

• Discussion continued about how to prepare programs for BOT acceptance.   

• Ernie May noted that on the Amherst campus - program approval criteria exceeding the Trustees’ 

requirements is applied at the council level 

• President’s office could better assist those who are presenting programs by making them aware of potential 

queries from trustees. 

• The IFC will send to Trustee Chair Manning the IFC Trustee criteria document 

• IFC should be prepared to advise the governor on individual appointees. 

• It was agreed that each campus’ faculty governance should invite new trustees to visit the faculty and 

students on that campus 

  

International Studies support from the UMass system 

• Each campus has unique study abroad programs which are not well-marketed beyond each campus.  

Michael Baum suggested a model based on SUNY- where each campus’ study abroad office website has 

embedded within it, and fully searchable by country, term, campus, etc., the various study abroad offerings 

of the entire UMass system. This would insure a consistent web presence, even if students are using an 

external link such as studyabroad.com.  

• Moreover, it was suggested that advertising on Studyabroad.com could be done at a higher level of visibility 

(SUNY model) with some formula for cost sharing and a link to said pull-down menu for all UMass 

international programs. 

 

over 



• Ernie May volunteered, on behalf of IFC,  to send a message to the President’s office and BOT about the 

economies of scale in marketability when all campus’ study abroad programs are consistently accessible on 

all UMass websites. 

• It would be helpful for all of the campus’ International Relations Advisories Committees (IRAC) to meet 

together and link each other’s study abroad program website 

• It would be useful to have faculty representatives from each campus’ IRAC on the UMass system 

International Relations Commission 

 

Campus Reports 

 

Boston:  Provost is leaving to become the President of Green Mountain College 

 

Lowell:  Campus remains pleased with Chancellor Meehan.  He understands the programs and is an excellent 

fundraiser 

 

Worcester: A Chancellor search committee has been formed. Some of the members were selected from a list 

submitted by faculty governance 

As part of the administration transition audit - a demographics study of the campus is underway.  Faculty is 

“aging out” Explorations are being made of opportunities for faculty staff employment and enrichment.  An 

example of enrichment could be a cross campus professional courtesy to attend classes. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

 

  Respectfully submitted, Paige Gibbs- secretary 

 
 

Intercampus Faculty Council informal meeting 

February 25, 2008- UMass President's Office Boston 

 

Present:  Lowell - Michael Carter, Dartmouth - Paige Gibbs, Amherst - Marilyn Billings, Ernie May, Brian O'Connor 

 

It was suggested that some of the concern about scheduling elections is aresult of the reduction of UMass BOT (and the 

corresponding IFC) meetings from six to four annually. 

 

After discussion the members of the ad hoc committee agreed to suggest the following revisions to the Intercampus Faculty 

Council Articles of Organization 

 

1) All IFC member who have served at least one year are eligible for nomination as president or secretary 

 

2) Request the UMass Amherst Faculty Senate office secretary to announce that nominations are open and gather nominations 

(self nominations included) for IFC president and secretary each year one month prior to the June meeting.  Presently there is no 

perceived need for statements from the nominees. 

 

3) A vote for officers from the list of nominees will be held at the June meeting.  Only attendees of this meeting are eligible to vote 

 


