
 

INTERCAMPUS FACULTY COUNCIL Minutes 

 

Lowell, February, 2005 

 

Present: Amherst –E. May, B. O'Connor, Boston – S.Schwartz, Dartmouth - P.Gibbs, Lowell – E. Buzawa,  M. Carter,  

A. Hurley, R.Parkin President’s Office-K. Herrington 

 

E. May called the meeting to order at 11:25 

 

Newly appointed Senior Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs and International Relations Marcellette 

Williams was a guest. Dr. Williams will begin her service in July.  Dr. Willliams expressed interest in learning more about 

the function of the Intercampus Faculty Council.  Following a brief explanation by IFC members, Dr Williams requested a 

copy of the IFC constitution. This will be sent to her.  Dr Williams made a few remarks to the meeting. She is interested in 

encouraging collaborations among the UMass campuses.  Her special interest, as recognized in her title, is international 

relations.  She noted that the international term for what we call “higher education” is “tertiary education.”   

 

Report from BOT meeting 
The revised Mission Statement was adopted by the BOT  

"The University's mission is to provide an affordable and accessible education of high quality and to conduct programs of 

research and public service that advance knowledge and improve the lives of the Commonwealth, the nation, and the 

world" 

the only new words are "affordable" and "accessible " and "the nation" and "the world" 

. 

Reports from the campuses 
 

Lowell 

Faculty are asserting primary faculty responsibility for academic issues.  No changes in programs or their opening or 

closing shall happen without going through the formal faculty approval process. 

 

Amherst  

The Faculty governance has established a process for department mergers rather than department eliminations. 

 

Boston  

Several administrator searches are close to naming hires. The faculty is concerned that their Chancellor Search committee 

is still considering if the finalists will be introduced to the campus.  The committee believes that these introductions would 

breach confidentiality. 

 

Dartmouth 

The Faculty Senate Steering committee has sent a letter to Trustee Austin, Chair of the Committee on Academic and 

Student Affairs expressing concern that, regrettably, circumstances did not allow for a University Curriculum Committee 

vote on the proposal to establish a Master of Public Policy degree. The Faculty Senate was thus denied the opportunity to 

consider the application.   The letter stated that the Faculty Senate Steering Committee had met with the Chancellor on 

this issue and expected that a clear review process will be completely followed in the future. 

 

The Intercampus Faculty Council discussed the lack of faculty approval for the UMass Dartmouth Master of Public Policy 

degree and decided to send a letter to BOT Chair Karam, President Wilson and Trustee Wilson requesting that the 

submission of this program to the Board of Higher Education be withheld until the program is reviewed and approved by 

the appropriate UMass Dartmouth faculty bodies.  

 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, Paige Gibbs-Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


