
University of Massachusetts 
 Intercampus Faculty Council 

Minutes of Meeting on Friday 22 December 2020 10-11:30 am via zoom 
 
Present:  MJ Peterson (Amherst), Robert Lublin (chair) (Boston), Grant O’Reilly and Doug 
Roscoe (Dartmouth) Michael Graves (Lowell) 
 
1.  Discussion of information about UMass Global noted at Board of Trustees meeting last week 
and meeting with Katherine Newman on Wednesday 
 
Some members expressed the view that Marty Meehan’s congressional career has encouraged 
habits of thinking more in the short-term.  This shows up in the way plans for Making UMass 
Global out of Brandman have developed. 
 
One observed that establishing a 401(c)(3) nonprofit corporation was chosen because that is 
much easier than establishing a sixth campus. 
 
2.  IFC next steps 
 
Robert requests time to speak at the next CASA meeting to report IFC views: 

a. concern about the impact of UMass Global/Brandman on the individual campuses’ 
existing online programs 
b. concern about lack of clear budget information 
c. desire for more information about Western Association of Colleges and Schools 
Accreditation body’s questions and UMass’s answers. 

Robert will circulate a draft to the group 
 
3.  On the structuring of nonprofit corporation boards 

Two models 
self-sustaining: current Board members fill vacancies 
membership-based: the entities designated as “members of the corporation” select 
the Board 

Reminder form from Dec 18th meeting with Newman et al.: Brandman’s Board is a bit of 
a hybrid – 51% of the members are to be independent and the rest selected by UMass – 
that is, the UMass Board – as the “sole corporate member” of Brandman. 
  
That inspired a thought about getting a UMass faculty member appointed to the 
Brandman Board. 
 

On impact of UMass Global/Brandman 
a.  Provosts are likely to share faculty concerns regarding its impact on campus online 
efforts 
b.  Need to keep in mind that all organizations want to grow and change, so system 
interest in this is readily explainable 
c.  Need to point out very clearly that UMass Global will be disruptive of campus efforts. 
 
 

MJ Peterson 
IFC Secretary 


