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PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT 
Briefly describe the Proposal: 
 
The TESOL certificate prepares students to be successful teachers of English to speakers of 
other languages by providing the necessary foundations in linguistics, in theories of language 
learning and teaching (applied linguistics), and in the practice of teaching. It does not provide 
certification for teaching in the K-12 system; instead it prepares students for the many other 
employment opportunities in TESOL in the US and abroad. Short-term certificates of this type, 
titled “TESOL or TEFL certificates” are recognized world-wide by employers and governments. 
These certificates are very common and are frequently offered through Linguistics and Applied 
Linguistics departments in universities, as well as by Continuing Education Units, and English as 
a Second Language Programs. Our certificate is a collaboration between the Linguistics 
department, and Applied Linguists in the Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures 
who are specialists in ESL. This program complements, rather than competes with, the College 
of Education’s graduate offering in Bilingual, ESL, and Multicultural Education which does 
prepare students to teach in the K-12 system. 

Provide a brief overview of the process for developing this certificate. 

This certificate was developed jointly by faculty in the Department of Linguistics and the 
Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures (primarily Andrea Dallas of LLC and Joe 
Pater of Linguistics). Three of the courses (LING 330, LLC 320 and LLC 321) were successfully 
offered on an experimental basis in the Fall of 2018 to students in China through the partnership 
with Shorelight. In consultation with Ingrid Bracey (Director) and Jacqueline Castledine (Senior 
Lecturer) of University Without Walls, Joseph Bartolomeo (Associate Dean) of CHFA and 
Melissa Garrett-Preston of Online Education, we decided that there would be substantial interest 
both on-campus and in the on-line space for an undergraduate TESOL certificate. 
 
PURPOSE AND GOALS 
Describe the certificate's purpose and the particular knowledge and skills that will be acquired by 
participating students. 
 
The purpose of this certificate is to provide students with a set of courses that will prepare them 
to be effective teachers of English as a non-native language. Part of that preparation is the 
development of an understanding of the fundamentals of linguistics (LING 201), and especially 
of the linguistic structure of English, both in terms of its grammar and its pronunciation (LING 
330). Another part of that preparation is the development of an understanding of how languages 
are learned, and of the effectiveness of various methods of language teaching (LLC 320). Finally, 
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all students that complete the certificate will develop an understanding of the practice of 
teaching, in terms of creating effective curricula and lesson plans (LLC 321). In addition, 
electives will allow students to focus on areas of linguistics or language teaching that are of 
particular relevance to their interests and career goals. 
 
RESOURCES  
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 
requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving instruction, 
indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to 
accommodate them.  
 
The certificate will be administered by the Department of Linguistics. Our assessment is that it 
can be administered with no additional resources. In particular, the Director of Linguistics 
Certificate Programs (currently Magda Oiry) will be able to administer it along with our 
Certificate in American English Linguistics. 
 
The courses have been designed to be offered either on-line, in-person, or in a multi-modal 
setting. We will be prepared to offer the courses on-line in the Fall of 2019 through Continuing 
and Professional Education with no additional resources. LING 201 is already offered regularly 
through CPE, and we are currently developing the other required courses to be ready for Fall of 
2019 (they were all offered through Shorelight using a different on-line system). We have also 
identified instructors who are interested in delivering the courses then. 
  
If we are to offer them to on-campus students, this may require additional resources, since the 
courses with the exception of LING 201 are not yet staffed. We plan to make requests through 
CHFA and the Provost's Office for staffing for on-campus offerings for Fall 2020. 
 
CURRICULUM  
Please describe the curriculum for this certificate, listing all required courses and possible electives, 
any prerequisites or GPA requirements, the recommended order or coursework and any other 
pertinent information. You may attach additional materials related to the curriculum at the end of 
this section. 
 
4 courses (12 credits) required: 
LINGUIST 201 How Language Works: Introduction to Linguistic Theory 
LINGUIST 330 The Structure of English for Language Teaching 
LLC 320 Foundations of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
LLC 321 The Practice of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
  
1 course (3 credits) elective: 
LLC 322 Teaching ESL Writing 
LLC 323 Technology for TESOL 
Any Linguistics course 300-level or above approved by the Certificate advisor 
  
LING 201 must be taken before or at the same time as LING 330, and LLC 320 must be taken 
before or at the same time as LLC 321. There are no further requirements in terms of order or 
pre-requisites, and there is no minimum GPA requirement. 
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Explain how these courses represent a coherent course of study. 
 
The required courses meet the goals of the certificate in a transparent fashion: the two linguistics 
courses provide both the fundamentals of linguistics (LING 201) and the fundamentals of 
English grammar and pronunciation (LING 330). The two LLC courses provide fundamentals in 
the study of language learning and teaching (LLC 320) and in teaching practice (LLC 321). LLC 
321 includes a practicum component, so there is no need for a separate practicum course. 
The LLC electives focus on particular areas of language teaching that may be of interest to 
individual students. The upper-level Linguistics curriculum provides a range of possibilities for 
further concentration in the study of linguistic theory, language processing, and in language 
acquisition. The Certificate advisor will help interested students find a course that is best suited 
to their needs. 

Describe how there is a clear educational objective that can be achieved in an efficient and well-
defined manner. 

General training in TESOL would have been an overly broad objective, and there are many 
facets that we have chosen to omit from this certificate. Its goal is to provide the fundamentals 
that will allow students to begin teaching, or to allow teachers who have not had much training 
to gain the knowledge and skills to improve their teaching. By focusing on fundamentals, we are 
able to offer a well-defined program of study that can be completed efficiently in a five-course 
certificate. 

Explain how the course sequence offers a clear objective at the appropriate educational level. 

The entry points to this certificate are LING 201 and LLC 320. These courses provide 
introductions to linguistic theory and applied linguistics respectively that assume no prior 
background. LING 330 provides an in-depth look at the structure of English, and although it 
does not assume knowledge of the material in LING 201, students will be aided by getting a prior 
or concurrent introduction to general linguistic theory. Similarly, the course on teaching 
practice, LLC 321, does not require the introduction to applied linguistics LLC 320 as 
background, but students by taking LLC 320 before or during LLC 321, students will be able to 
incorporate their understanding of research on language learning and teaching into their 
development of teaching practice. 
    
Describe the perceived need for this certificate. 
 
As the primary language of international commerce and intellectual exchange, English is 
internationally popular as a second language, and English language teachers are in high demand 
in many countries outside the United States. Not only do employers around the world either 
require or prefer TESOL certificates for entry-level English language teaching positions, but 
some governments are requiring them of foreigners in order to issue work visas to teach in these 
countries (for example, the Chinese Ministry of Education recently implemented the 
requirement for all foreign English instructors to obtain a short-term TESOL certificate by 
December 31st, 2018). The TESOL certificate provides an entry-level credential only, but 
without it, students may be left unable to obtain jobs teaching English abroad. Another group of 
students who may wish to complete this type of certificate are those applying for Fulbright 
English teaching assistantships. The TESOL certificate provides an edge, making them more 
competitive for these highly sought assistantships. 
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There are also many opportunities for English language teachers within this country outside of 
the K-12 system (for which this certificate is not applicable). Undergraduate advisors in 
Linguistics report an interest in training in TESOL amongst our students, and students have also 
approached the ESL faculty about such training. Beyond the campus, it is the assessment of the 
UWW director Ingrid Bracey that this program would be of interest to students accessing it on-
line. 
  
Both in materials and during an advising session, the purpose of the certificate will be made 
clear and if a potential student is interested in a long-term teaching career, teaching ESL in the 
U.S., particularly in K-12 contexts, or has the interest in seeking a degree in Education, we will 
advise them to contact the College of Education instead of enrolling in courses to complete the 
certificate. 
    
If the courses that comprise the certificate have been or currently are being offered, describe their 
schedule of availability. If the certificate is comprised of new courses, describe their planned 
availability. 
LING 201 is available on campus in person every Fall and Spring semester, and on-line through 
CPE every Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer semester. It is being offered for the first time on-
line as a regular (non-CPE) course this semester, Spring 2019, and we hope to make it available 
on-line at no charge to matriculated students in the future as well. 
  
We plan to make the other courses available at least once a year on-line through CPE starting in 
Fall 2019. We also hope to be able to offer them in person once a year starting Fall 2020. 
    
If the certificate requires or includes courses from outside the sponsoring department, provide 
evidence of agreement(s) with the unit(s) offering those courses. You may attach any memoranda of 
understanding below. 
 

See Memorandum of Understanding attached. 

If the requirements for this certificate overlap with those of another certificate or a degree program, 
describe that overlap. 
(Note that if a student who has completed a certificate seeks clearance for a degree program that 
overlaps with that certificate program, the Registrar will note on the transcript that the certificate 
has been superseded by the degree.) 

LING 201 is a requirement of the Linguistics major, and all joint Linguistics majors, and is also 
a requirement in the Certificate in American English Linguistics. 
    

What type of student is allowed to participate in this certificate program? (E.g., matriculated UMass 
students, non-matriculated CPE students, Five College students, graduate students, students in a 
specific degree program, etc.) 

Matriculated UMass students, non-matriculated CPE students, and Five College students are all 
welcome to participate in this program. 
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What role will this certificate play in relation to other departments or degree programs on campus? 
Certificates vary widely across campus and may represent a subset of an existing degree program, a 
multidisciplinary program, or an entirely free-standing area of focus.  

This is a free-standing area of focus that draws from the disciplines of Linguistics and Applied 
Linguistics. 

Is this a transitional certificate program? 

(Transitional certificate programs are comprised of core courses from specific degree programs and 
may act as stepping stones into those programs. If a student who has completed a transitional 
certificate matriculates to the University and completes the degree program associated with that 
certificate, the transcript will note that the certificate has been superseded by the degree.) 

No  

If applicable, please attach any additional material relating to the certificate (such as requirement 
checksheets for students, etc.) below. 

 None 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Creation of a Certificate Program Teaching  
04-20  English as a Second or Other Language (TESOL), as presented in 

Sen. Doc. No. 20-003. 
 
 




