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PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT 
Briefly describe the Certificate: 

The purpose of the certificate program is to offer students the opportunity to develop 
competence in Korean language and gain concomitant knowledge in Korean culture. 
  
The program consists of 22 credit hours in Korean language courses. These 22 credits are 
divided between 4 beginning and intermediate level courses that are required and 2 advanced-
level courses that are elective. 
  
The program will benefit students who seek to live in South Korea or to work for South Korean 
enterprises in the world as well as those who wish to pursue an advanced degree in Korean 
history, literature, or culture. 

Provide a brief overview of the process for developing this certificate. 

In the fall of 2010, the first Korean course was offered at UMass by Suk Massey of the Five 
College Korean Program. Seventeen students enrolled in it, out of which eight were from the 
UMass campus. Prompted by steady student demand, Chanyoung Park joined the EALC faculty 
through the Five College Korean Program in 2012. She offered four courses and taught 42 
students the first year. Since then, the Korean initiative has grown steadily. With the addition of 
a teaching assistant supported by a Korea Foundation Grant, the enrollment has increased 
almost four times. 
  
Students taking these Korean courses have frequently and enthusiastically requested an option 
for majoring or minoring in Korean. Some of them even submitted a petition for establishing 
such a program. (See attached) 
  
In response to student demand, EALC formed a Korean language certificate committee in fall 
2017 with the purpose of developing a certificate program as a preparation for establishing 
Korean major. 
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PURPOSE AND GOALS 
Describe the certificate's purpose and the particular knowledge and skills that will be acquired by 
participating students. 
 
The purpose of the certificate program is to offer students the opportunity to develop 
competence in Korean language and gain concomitant knowledge about Korean culture. The 
required courses will provide language training that will result in attaining the intermediate level 
or higher according to the proficiency standards set by the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL). The courses are also designed to improve communicative skills 
and cultural understanding on a gradational basis. 
  
The certificate will serve the already sizable body of students presently pursuing Korean 
language studies, most of whom have requested a way to both organize their education and have 
it recognized in the form of a university credential. The East Asian Languages and Cultures unit 
has thriving programs in both Chinese and Japanese languages and cultures with majors, 
minors, and graduate programs in each. Without Korea, however, East Asia is not complete and 
the unit has long been seeking to develop a program based on the Korean language and culture. 
Students who major in either Chinese or Japanese often take courses in the other major 
language as well as Korean. Likewise, students enrolled in our Korean language courses already 
avail themselves of courses in Chinese and Japanese. In a broader sense, North and South Korea 
are key factors in the geopolitics of East Asia, and South Korea is a major world economic and 
cultural power. The U.S. Department of State has designated Korean as one of the critical 
languages "essential for America’s engagement with the world." Our students would be eligible 
for scholarships under the Critical Language Scholarship Program. A Korean program at 
UMass would open a number of excellent career paths to our students. These would include jobs 
in government and diplomacy, private sector business, banking and law, and non-government 
organizations, among many others. Students would also be well placed to advance into graduate 
level work in Korean language, literature, culture, politics and international relations. 
 
RESOURCES  
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 
requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving instruction, 
indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to 
accommodate them.  
 
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 
requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving 
instruction, indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have 
room to accommodate them.  
For the Korean language certificate, EALC will require no additional resources for the moment. 
The faculty who teach for us now will continue to offer the courses that satisfy the requirements 
for the certificate. Additional enrollments in the language courses are not expected to exceed ten 
for the first few years, which can be accommodated by the current courses and faculty resources. 
  
Currently, 3rd year Korean courses are only offered at Smith College. UMass students can take 
these courses on their home campus through video conferencing. As the enrollment increases, we 
may seek to have an additional instructor to teach these courses at UMass. 
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The consent letter from Smith College attached below addresses the ability of UMass students to 
take the third year Korean language courses at Smith College. 
 
CURRICULUM  
Please describe the curriculum for this certificate, listing all required courses and possible electives, 
any prerequisites or GPA requirements, the recommended order or coursework and any other 
pertinent information. You may attach additional materials related to the curriculum at the end of 
this section. 
 
Required courses (16 credits): 
Korean 115 Beginning Korean I (4 credits) 
Korean 125 Beginning Korean II (4 credits) 
Korean 235 Intermediate Korean I (4 credits) 
Korean 245 Intermediate Korean II (4 credits) 
Electives (6 credits): 
Korean 301: Advanced Korean (4 credits)** 
Korean 302: Advanced Korean (4 credits)** 
Korean 497F Advanced Korean through History (3 credits) 
Korean 497C: Korean Language: Literature (3 credits) 
Korean 497E: Current Issues in Korea (3 credits) 
** These courses are offered at Smith College. 
 
Explain how these courses represent a coherent course of study. 
 
All the courses are language courses arranged according to the incremental proficiency level, 
except for Korean 497C, E, and F, which are fourth-year language courses with different foci. 

Describe how there is a clear educational objective that can be achieved in an efficient and well-
defined manner. 

The overall educational objectives are to develop students’ competence in Korean language in all 
four skills--speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The required courses will provide two years 
of training in Korean allowing the students to reach the intermediate low to mid-level (according 
to the ACTFL proficiency guide). The elective courses will enable students to further develop 
competence and achieve the level of intermediate high to advanced low. These language courses 
are also designed to foster an understanding of the culture which will enable students to function 
in a Korean community in socially acceptable ways. 

Explain how the course sequence offers a clear objective at the appropriate educational level. 

At the end of the first-year sequence (Korean 115 and Korean 125), students should be able to 
ask and answer simple questions and carry on a conversation in straightforward social situations 
in past, present and future tenses.  Students will also be able to read and write in Hangul, the 
Korean alphabet. 
 At the end of the second-year sequence (Korean 235 and Korean 245), students should be able to 
handle successfully uncomplicated tasks related to work, school, recreation, particular interests 
and areas of competence. They will be able to combine sentences and narrate or describe using 
connected discourse of a paragraph in length. 
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At the end of the 3rd year (Korean 301 and 302), students can communicate in more complicated 
social situations. They will be able to discuss both concrete and abstract topics. They will also be 
able to support their opinions and construct hypotheses on the topics that are familiar to them. 
  
Through the various content-based 4th-year courses, students will gain deeper knowledge of the 
Korean society and culture, which will enable them to handle linguistic tasks that require a 
deeper understanding of Korean culture such as history, literature and current issues. Students 
will improve upon their fluency in discussing abstract concepts and in supporting opinions. 
    
Describe the perceived need for this certificate. 
 
As noted in #5 above, we already have a substantial number of students taking Korean and 
students majoring in Chinese and Japanese who are also taking Korean language courses. These 
students require a method through which to organize their studies and that provides them with a 
formal credential upon graduation in recognition of their achievements for purposes of 
employment and further graduate education. 
  
At UMass, the number of students taking Korean has been steadily increasing and, as mentioned 
above, many of them have shown an interest in pursuing a degree in Korean. In 2017, the 
students at all language levels presented a petition to the faculty asking for a minor and a major 
in Korean. (See attached) 
    
If the courses that comprise the certificate have been or currently are being offered, describe 
their schedule of availability. If the certificate is comprised of new courses, describe their 
planned availability. 
Korean 115 (previously "Asian-St 197B") and Korean 235 (previously "Asian-St 297B") are 
regularly offered in fall semester. 
  
Korean 125 (previously "Asian-St 197C") and Korean 245 (previously "Asian-St 297C") are 
offered in spring semester. 
  
Korean 301 and 302 are offered at Smith College in fall and spring respectively. UMass students 
can take these courses on their home campus through video conferencing. 
  
Korean 497C, E, and F are offered in spring semester on rotation. 
    
If the certificate requires or includes courses from outside the sponsoring department, provide 
evidence of agreement(s) with the unit(s) offering those courses. You may attach any memoranda of 
understanding below. 
 

See Smith College letter attached. 
 

   If applicable, please attach any memoranda of understanding from other departments or 
colleges below.  

If the requirements for this certificate overlap with those of another certificate or a degree program, 
describe that overlap. 
(Note that if a student who has completed a certificate seeks clearance for a degree program that 
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overlaps with that certificate program, the Registrar will note on the transcript that the certificate 
has been superseded by the degree.) 

N/A 
    

What type of student is allowed to participate in this certificate program? (E.g., matriculated UMass 
students, non-matriculated CPE students, Five College students, graduate students, students in a 
specific degree program, etc.) 

Matriculated UMass students, non-matriculated CPE students, and Five College students are all 
allowed to participate. 

What role will this certificate play in relation to other departments or degree programs on campus? 
Certificates vary widely across campus and may represent a subset of an existing degree program, a 
multidisciplinary program, or an entirely free-standing area of focus.  

This certificate represents an entirely free-standing area of focus and is open to all students. 

Is this a transitional certificate program? 

(Transitional certificate programs are comprised of core courses from specific degree programs and 
may act as stepping stones into those programs. If a student who has completed a transitional 
certificate matriculates to the University and completes the degree program associated with that 
certificate, the transcript will note that the certificate has been superseded by the degree.) 

No  

If applicable, please attach any additional material relating to the certificate (such as requirement 
checksheets for students, etc.) below. 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Creation of a Certificate Program in  
05-20  Korean Language, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 20-012. 
 
 



 

 

    ________________________ 
        Department of East Asian Languages 

        and Literatures 

        Smith College 

        Northampton, Massachusetts  01063 

        T (413) 585-3591   

 

_______ 

 

 

440 Herter Hall 

161 Presidents Drive 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Amherst, MA 01003-9312 

 

 

May 8, 2018 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  

 

In the Five College Korean program, it is common for students to take classes at the other 

Five College campuses. Because 3rd year Korean language classes are offered only at Smith 

College, UMass students must take these courses after completing fourth semester of Korean. 

  

In order for UMass students to pursue the Korean Certificate Program upon its establishment 

at UMass, I hereby confirm that UMass students may take Korean 301 and Korean 302 

offered at Smith College with the enrollment cap of 15 students. Based on the recent data of 

the enrollment, it is likely to have space for six to eight students from UMass in each course.  

 

Please contact me if you have any question. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sujane Wu, Ph.D. 

Chair and Associate Professor 

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

Smith College 

Program Director, Five College Korean Language Program 

413-585-3707 

 

 


