
ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY PRESS COMMITTEE 

FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2019 

PRESENTED AT THE 

790th REGULAR MEETING OF THE FACULTY 

SENATE NOVEMBER 14, 2019 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

James Smethurst, Co-Chair 

Joel Wolfe, Co-Chair 

Briankle Chang 

James Kelly 

Randall Knoper 

Barbara Krauthamer 

Albert Lloret 

Mazen Naous 

Elizabeth Porto 

Samuel Redman 

Kenneth Rothwell Jr. (UMass Boston) 

Mary Dougherty (ex officio) 

Sen. Doc. #20-025

1



Summary 

Fiscal year 2019 was, from every angle, a fine year for the Press. In all, the staff published 
and distributed 47 titles, a new high; welcomed a new colleague as the Press’s Business 
Manager; kept expenses under budget and managed a small surplus. It was an outstanding 
year for publicity, and Press titles were not only broadly reviewed and praised but were 
often featured in high-profile media. Press titles also received a number of prestigious 
national awards. 

Activities of the Press Committee 

Over the course of the academic year, the Press Committee met four times to approve 
specific projects and review the Press’s editorial program. The Committee began the year 
by electing new co-chairs, James Smethurst, from the W. E. B. Du Bois Department of 
Afro-American Studies and Joel Wolfe, from the Department of History. In all, the staff 
presented 32 projects as well as the five winners of the Juniper Literary Prizes, including 
the first awardee of the prize for Creative Nonfiction. All projects were approved 
unanimously.  

Executive Editor Matt Becker presented a new series, Journalism and Democracy, 
proposed by Kathy Roberts Forde of the UMass Amherst Journalism Department and Sid 
Bedingfield of the Hubbard School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities. The mission of the series is, in the Editors’ words, to 
“publish accessible, engaging books by scholars who seek innovative and fresh perspectives 
on the complex, vexed relationship between journalism and democracies past and present, 
in local, regional, national, and transnational contexts.” The series formalizes the Press’s 
long-standing interest in publishing titles about journalism, which have previously 
included Christopher Daly’s Covering Democracy. The new series also sustains the Press’s 
efforts to strengthen its editorial program by adding compelling edited series, now 
numbered at 15. This number aligns more closely with the numbers of series maintained by 
comparable and aspirational presses. Series edited by talented scholars are key to 
establishing the Press as a top choice for prospective authors, and in its esteemed and long-
running series, the Press competes quite effectively against much larger scholarly presses.  

At each meeting, Director Mary Dougherty shared the latest news from the Press; Editors 
Becker and Brian Halley reported on their conference travel and campus activities; and 
Marketing Manager Courtney Andree presented publicity updates. Throughout the year, 
Becker, Dougherty, Halley, and Andree traveled to academic meetings central to the 
Press’s editorial program. Among them, they attended the annual conferences of the 
American Studies Association, the Modern Language Association, the Organization of 
American Historians, and the National Council on Public History. In an effort to attend 
more meetings without overextending the conference budget, the Press also attended a 
number of mid-size scholarly meetings, including those of the African American 
Intellectual History Society, the Northeast Modern Language Association, the Association 
for the Study of African American Life and History, and the 
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National Women’s Studies Association. (These meetings offer exhibit and advertising space 
at far lower rates than what is typical at national association meetings, especially those 
held in large hotels.) Members of the staff also attended the annual meeting of the 
Association of University Presses, held in Detroit in June of 2019. 

Before each Press Committee meeting, members reviewed 200 to 300 pages of supporting 
materials, which described and assessed the manuscripts under consideration and 
documented the process of peer review. The Committee then discussed each project 
thoroughly, evaluating the scholarly merit of the proposed publications. In making its 
decisions, the Committee took into consideration the recommendations of the Acquisitions 
Editors and the Series Editors, the written reports of at least two scholars in the field, and 
the author’s reply to those reports. Committee members frequently offered comments to be 
conveyed to the authors. 

This year, the Committee learned that the Editors reject nearly 90% of projects they 
consider, including those that are unsolicited, those brought to their attention by Series 
Editors, and even those that are sought out by the Editors themselves. This rate of 
selectivity indicates how carefully the Editors consider each project they present, and the 
Press Committee commended the Editors for the great work they do in assessing projects 
and presenting strong candidates. In determining projects to be brought before the 
Committee, the Editors evaluated each project in terms of quality, audience, financial 
viability, and suitability for the Press’s publishing program. In recent years, the Press has 
sustained a focus on American Studies, broadly construed, and has pursued new scholarly 
subject areas as they emerge. In addition to the new series approved in the last two years, 
the Editors are pursuing titles in targeted fields, among them the history of black New 
England, transnational dimensions of African American history and culture, the history of 
medicine, social justice and activist efforts in New England, education, and gender and 
sexuality studies.  

The staff also reported that two new distribution partnerships, formed in the previous 
year, have worked out well. Tagus Press, based at UMass Dartmouth’s Center for 
Portuguese Studies and Culture, has been particularly active. Tagus published five titles, 
and its projects were reviewed very well in scholarly journals and the popular press, 
notably the New York Times. So too, the Press’s distribution arrangement with the 
University of New Hampshire Press is running smoothly. UNH no longer supports the 
acquisition of new titles, and in the wake of the University Press of New England’s (UPNE) 
closure in December 2018, the Press agreed to distribute backlist titles that still sell for 
courses and to scholars.  

Additionally, in its efforts to explore the future of scholarly publishing in the digital age, 
the Press has forged a partnership with Greenhouse Studios, a collaborative digital 
scholarship studio based at the University of Connecticut. As part of the Press’s learning 
and Greenhouse’s research efforts, Press staff members are participating in team projects 
that explore how to conduct collaborative research in the humanities. In June, Greenhouse 
received a $500,000 Mellon grant, and the Press will receive a sub-award as part of that 
funding. Together, the Press and Greenhouse will research the peer review process, 
publication workflows, and preservation best practices for digital scholarship, ultimately 
sharing their findings at scholarly meetings and in journal articles. 
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Press staff also contributed to scholarly communication efforts on campus and beyond. For 
Rain Taxi, Brian Halley authored a column on the value of university presses in a turbulent 
world, and Matt Becker wrote a column for Choice’s annual University Press Round 
Table. As service to the Association for University Presses, Halley served on the 
Association’s Diversity and Inclusion Task Force. Dougherty was a member of the 
Association’s Admissions and Standards Committee, the group responsible for vetting 
applications from presses that wish to join the Association.   

Becker, Halley, and Dougherty also offered support to faculty—both on our campuses and 
beyond—as they pursued publication of their research. In collaboration with the Office of 
Faculty Development, Halley hosted an annual Publishing Workshop on the UMass Boston 
campus. The Academy of Arts and Sciences in Cambridge invited Halley to speak to their 
postdoctoral fellows about how to approach publishers in regard to their work, and at the 
National Women’s Studies Association meeting, Halley co-organized a panel on both the 
political and financial challenges facing authors of diverse backgrounds, challenges made 
particularly acute in the current political climate with its heightened tensions and strained 
budgets. On the Amherst campus, Dougherty worked with the Office of Faculty 
Development to organize a panel on the topic of how to publish a second book. She solicited 
a number of faculty members, including members of the Press Committee, to speak on the 
panel, and she moderated the discussion.  

Press Finances 

Twice each year, Dougherty reports to the Committee on the Press’s finances. In all, the 
Press published 38 of its own titles and distributed another 9, of which 5 were for Tagus 
Press. Net book revenue modestly exceeded projections, with a total of $713,311 against a 
forecast of 
$705,000. Nationally, the climate for university presses remains challenging. Group 1 
presses within the Association of University Presses—presses with annual revenue up to 
$1.5 million in sales—saw their overall sales decline by 9.4%. UMass Press did slightly 
better than this result but did see sales decline 8% from the previous year. Overall, the 
Press staff does an excellent job containing expenses and operating efficiently, and this 
year that effort resulted in a modest surplus of just over $31,000. Press staff also remains 
very adept at raising subventions on a per-title basis, and in fiscal year 2019 staff raised a 
total of $40,000. Support from both the Boston and Amherst campuses remains strong at 
just over $463,000, or 40% of the annual budget.  

Publicity, Awards, and Honors 

Fiscal year 2019 brought the Press outstanding media coverage and impressive accolades. 
While reviews in scholarly journals were largely positive and numerous, and trade 
periodicals continued to show avid interest in UMass Press titles, the year’s coup de grâce 
was a feature-length piece on a scholarly book that appeared in The New Yorker. Staff 
Writer Katy Waldman devoted a column to Donna Harington-Lueker’s Books for Idle 
Hours, calling it “a new history… [that]unpacks both the constructedness of ‘summer 
reading’ and its gravitational pull.” To have a peer-reviewed scholarly book treated at 
length in the nation’s high-end middlebrow magazine is indeed an impressive achievement.  
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The Press’s scholarly books received prestigious awards: 

• Caroline Wigginton’s In the Neighborhood is the recipient of the 2018 Early 
American Literature Book Prize.

• Graham Thompson’s Herman Melville: Among the Magazines has received an 
honorable mention” for the Research Society for American Periodicals (RSAP) 
Book Prize.

• Matthew Pembleton’s Containing Addiction: The Federal Bureau of Narcotics and 
the Origins of America’s Global Drug War was named the winner of the 2019 Henry 
Adams Book Prize from the Society for History in the Federal Government.

• Nancy Takacs’s The Worrier is the winner of the 15 Bytes Book Award for Poetry.
• Matthew McKenzie’s Breaking the Banks was awarded the North American Society 

for Oceanic History’s John Lyman Book Award honorable mention. 

In addition to these awards, Press titles were reviewed favorably in a diverse group of 
academic journals, newsletters, and society papers, including the New England Quarterly, 
Journal of American History, American Historical Review, Chronicle of Higher Education, 
American Literary History, Early American Literature, Legacy, Diplomatic History, and 
Journal of American Culture. Choice, the review vehicle for the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL) recommended a total of 17 Press titles to its constituents. 
Taken together, these complimentary notices indicate how well the Press fulfills its core 
mission of publishing scholarship that reflects the quality of the University’s intellectual life 
and research output.  

Both Bright Leaf titles and the Juniper Prize winners were favorably and broadly 
reviewed. Christina Milletti’s Juniper Prize novel, Choke Box: A Fem-Noir, received a 
featured write-up in Publishers Weekly. The Boston Globe included positive coverage of 
each of the Bright Leaf frontlist titles, among them Boston’s Twentieth-Century Bicycling 
Renaissance, Went to the Devil, and At Home: Historic Houses of Eastern Massachusetts. 

Supporting Student Success and Career Development 

As it has for many years, the Press offered career development opportunities to 
undergraduate and graduate students. Over the course of the academic year, two students, 
both majoring in English and specializing in the Study and Practice of Writing, interned at 
the Press. They worked on-site at the Press offices two to three times per week, and they 
learned various aspects of the production process, including assessing the formatting of 
manuscripts, xml coding, interfacing with the Library of Congress, and copyediting 
indexes. After their internships, one student secured a summer internship at Aevitas 
Creative Management, and ultimately got a full time job at Charlesbridge Publishing in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. Our second intern has been hired to work at Kensington 
Publishing, an independent publishing house based in New York City. The Press also hired 
two work-study students for general office assistance. One was an undergraduate at the 
Isenberg School, and the second was a Political Science major. In addition to gaining 
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practical office experience, they each developed transferable skills in workplace 
communications and project management.  

The Press also supported the work of graduate students. At the invitation of the Graduate 
Director in the W. E. B. Du Bois Department of Afro-American Studies, Matt Becker led a 
roundtable focused on how to publish a dissertation. In all, 18 students attended and 
received detailed handouts about the process.  

Background 

Founded in 1963, the University of Massachusetts Press seeks to enhance the University’s 
stature as a top-tier research institution by publishing outstanding works of peer-reviewed 
scholarship. The staff also provides advice to faculty and graduate students on a wide 
range of publishing questions. Since its inception, the Press has sold over 2 million 
individual volumes. Today, it has more than 1,000 titles in print. Eight employees, along 
with student interns and outside sales representatives, produce and market 40 to 50 new 
titles annually. The main offices of the Press are located on the Amherst campus, and a 
satellite office is located at the University of Massachusetts Boston, staffed by an editor 
whose salary is funded by that campus. 

For administrative, financial, and personnel matters, the Press reports to the Vice 
Chancellor for Research and Engagement at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
Editorially, it reports to the University Press Committee, which includes a faculty 
representative from UMass Boston. 

The Press has developed a number of partnerships to assist with marketing and 
distribution. Its sales representatives include the Columbia Consortium (for bookstores in 
the continental United States), the Eurospan Group (United Kingdom and Europe, Latin 
America, Asia, the Pacific, and Hawaii). Warehousing and order fulfillment functions are 
handled on a contract basis by Hopkins Fulfillment Services, a subsidiary of Johns Hopkins 
University Press. 

In an effort to make its books widely available digitally, the Press distributes its e-books to 
libraries and individual readers. Digital copies of UMass Press books are available to 
library patrons through JSTOR, EBSCO, ProQuest, and Project MUSE, and the Press’s e-
books are available for individuals to purchase through Amazon and Apple Books. 
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