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Summary of Council Responsibilities: The Student Affairs and University Life Council 
provides advice to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life (and other 
members of the administration as appropriate) and provides formal recommendations to 
the Faculty Senate regarding motions related to: (i) residence hall policies; (ii) 
disciplinary policies; (iii) placement and recruitment policies; (iv) legal rights of 
members of the University community; (v) matters relating to picketing and free speech; 
and (vi) other matters related to the non-academic experiences of students. 

 
Summary of 2018-2019 Activities: 

 
The Council’s activity in 2018-19 was dominated by continuing work on proposed 
amendments to the Board of Trustees Policy on the Use of University Property (also 
known as the Land Use Policy). Work on this had begun in the spring of 2017 on the 
initiative of the Student Government Association, in response to student concerns that 
portions of the Land Use Policy were unduly restrictive of expression and would fail to be 
supported if challenged on First Amendment grounds. There were also concerns that 
while the policy address the ability of Registered Student Organizations, other groups on 
campus, and outside organizations or groups to secure the use of space, there was no 
provision for individual students to do so. This was perceived by many students as 
unfairly restricting opportunities for students who did not happen to belong to an 
organization or group. One paragraph in the actual policy, which appeared to limit 
outdoor events to the area immediately in front of the student union and the hours of 
noon to 1pm, was identified as being clearly contrary to the First Amendment, and it was 
suggested that there might be other provisions contrary to the First Amendment. The 
SGA began by convening a broad membership working group to draft possible revisions 
guided by advice from the Office of Student Legal Affairs. In the summer of 2017 Sara 
Littlecrow Russell and others on the Student Affairs staff began work on assembling 
documentation relating to the organizing and holding of indoor and outdoor events on 
campus. 

 
The effort to draft a new Land Use Policy and to assemble the various documents 
outlining how the use of indoor and outdoor spaces could be secured and the conditions 
of their use continued during the fall of 2017. In the spring of 2018 a lawsuit was filed 
challenging the constitutionality of the provision limiting outdoor events to the lawn in 
front of the Student Union and the hours of noon to 1pm even though it had not been 
strictly enforced in recent memory. Although the paragraph could be read as only 
limiting the use of sound amplification to that time, it became clear as the lawsuit 
proceeded that the entire paragraph was being challenged. On the advice of University of 
Massachusetts System legal counsel, the Board of Trustees amended the Land Use Policy 
by removing the paragraph at its June 2018 meeting. This settled the lawsuit by 
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removing the basis for the complaint. 
 
The effort to write a new Land Use Policy and to compile all of the relevant campus-level 
policy and procedures documents into a single guide continued. A new version of the Land 
Use Policy was endorsed in late fall by the Student Government Association and the 

Senate. Because the existing Land Use Policy provides that this Council is the body that 
may recommend formal changes to the policy to the Chancellor, this Council also voted 
to endorse the new version and conveyed it to the Chancellor. 

 
The Chancellor indicated in January 2019 that he wanted to develop a campus-level 
policy document to accompany the Land Use Policy and asked this Council to convene a 
working group to collaborate with a few administrators he named to draft it. The 
working group provided such a draft in April. The Chancellor ultimately decided to 
adopt the document as campus-level policy and to forgo suggesting any amendments to 
the Board of Trustees Land Use Policy. This was based on advice from both campus and 
system-level legal counsel. While the outcome was somewhat disappointing to those who 
hope that the whole Land Use Policy would be replaced with one that included a 
preamble more clearly stating the principles guiding the land Land Use Policy, the new 
campus-level document did include a statement of guiding principles and provided 
significant clarification of the various processes involved in securing indoor and outdoor 
spaces for events of various types. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Annette Vadnais, Chair 
Student Affairs and University Life Council 

 


