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Introduction 

 The Research Library Council (RLC) met four times during AY 2018-2019: 
September 21, 2018; November 16, 2018; February 15, 2019; and March 29, 2019.  The 
discussions from the year’s meetings are summarized in the items below. 

Events 

 The 20th Annual Friends of the Libraries Fall Reception celebrated the donation of 
the Folk New England Collection to Special Collections and University Archives. 

 The 2019 Annual Du Bois Lecture featured a keynote speech by Dr. Francoise 
Hamlin. 

 The Edible Book Festival was held on April 4. 

Facilities 

 The Wadsworth Library on the Mount Ida campus was established as a branch of 
the UMass Amherst Libraries. 

 An Integrated Services Area was created as phase one of the Learning Commons 
refresh. 

Policies and Statements 

 Four updated collections policies, revised to be less procedural, were endorsed by 
RLC. 

 A statement supporting the University of California System’s decision not to renew 
its subscriptions with Elsevier was posted on the Libraries’ website. 

Presentations 

Presentations were given at this year’s RLC meetings on the following topics: 

 The Libraries’ Strategic Plan (2019-2021) 
 Elsevier’s acquisition of bepress 
 A proposed Science & Engineering Library refresh 
 The Vendor Evaluation Scorecard (VES) Project, the goals of which are to 

systematically collect data on vendor performance; change vendor relationships; 
prioritize partnerships with vendors who support open scholarship; build open 
scholarly collections and infrastructure representative of a wide range of 
participants, perspectives, and purposes; and demonstrate values-based collection 
management. 

 The Libraries’ FY20 budget plans 
 Ithaka faculty survey results: The Libraries participated for the first time in 2018 in 

both the Ithaka Faculty and Graduate Student Surveys and both had a great 
response. 1,301 faculty were invited and 401 (31%) responded; this response rate is 
five times the national average. 
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 Science and Engineering Library collection review: In preparation for the proposed 
Science and Engineering Library (SEL) refresh, a SEL Collections Review Task 
Force was formed to put together a process, timeline, and communication strategy 
for evaluating and reducing the collection. 

 Licensing transformations, including a discussion about recent UC System/Elsevier 
events 

Services 

 The results of the UMass system-wide renewal of ScienceDirect were one title list for 
all five campuses (previously there were three separate lists), e-only for all 
titles/campuses, and one fee schedule for all five campuses. 

 The Five Colleges are working with EBSCO as participants in the FOLIO (Future 
of Libraries is Open) Project, a collaboration of libraries, developers, and vendors 
building an open source library services platform. FOLIO will eventually support 
all of our library functions and the goal is to switch to FOLIO in January 2020. 

Action Items 

 The Research Library Council decided to include action items in their meeting 
minutes for topics that need follow-up. 

 Action items for follow-up in fall 2019: 
o Charlie Schweik will send the feedback on the Libraries that he received 

from faculty and graduate students to Simon Neame. 
o RLC members will survey their departments for feedback on the Libraries 

beginning in the fall. 
o RLC members can also send any feedback to Simon Neame and the Library 

Administration Team anytime throughout the year, in order to facilitate 
timely follow-up on issues. 

o Another presentation on the Ithaka Faculty Survey results will be given at a 
fall RLC meeting, after the report for the entire cohort is received. 

o Rebecca Reznik-Zellen, Head, Science and Engineering Library, will keep 
RLC updated on the Science and Engineering Library Collection Review by 
email and potentially present an update on this topic at a fall RLC meeting. 


