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Charge 

The Commonwealth Honors College Council shall: 

(a) Provide advice to the Dean of Commonwealth Honors College (CHC) on all matters relating to the
administration of the Honors College, its curriculum and policies, including:

(i) honors course approvals;
(ii) standards governing the establishment, modification and termination of all Departmental Honors
and Multidisciplinary Honors;
(iii) standards governing CHC student admission and graduation;
(iv) standards governing membership on the Honors Faculty and the direction of Honors
theses/projects;
(v) development of a system designed to resolve such differences as may arise between honors
students and members of the faculty; and

(b) Send minutes of its meetings to principal administrative officers and to all academic deans as well as
to those listed in Section 4-2-1 of the Faculty Senate Bylaws.

Summary of Commonwealth Honors College Council Business for the Year 

The CHC Council held six meetings during Academic Year 2018-2019.  A seventh meeting, 
originally scheduled for April 8, 2019, was cancelled as it followed the March meeting so closely, and the 
April 29 meeting served to complete the year’s business. 

Dr. Kimberly Tremblay was unanimously reelected as Council Chair.  

Early in Fall semester, the CHC Council reviewed and commented on a Request for Proposals 
that the Dean subsequently distributed to academic departments campus-wide, seeking concept proposals 
for new honors thesis seminars to be offered beginning Fall 2019.  Honors students entering the 
University in Fall 2018 and thereafter will be required to complete an honors thesis, and the Honors 
College’s goal is to increase the number of interdisciplinary Thesis Seminars offered over the next three 
to four years.  

The Library presented a proposal regarding selection of exemplary honors theses for display on 
ScholarWorks.  Following extended discussion, the Council decided to establish an ad hoc Exemplary 
Thesis subcommittee to work out details and report back to the full Council in the next academic year. 

CHC staff reported to the Council on development of a new module in CHC PATHS for digital 
collection of honors theses and their transfer to the Library Archives, following request by the Library for 
honors theses to be provided to Special Collections and University Archives (SCUA) in digital format. 
This new system was used for collection of honors theses in May 2019.  In a review of that process the 
Policy Committee plans to consider options for thesis submission deadline in Fall 2019. 

The Council discussed the advisability of developing common standards for STEM-based Honors 
Independent Studies, such as a template with basic standards that individual departments could customize. 
The Council Chair will lead this effort and establish a subcommittee of the Academic Standards 
Committee (ASC).  The subcommittee will report to ASC, and upon full consideration, ASC will report to 
the CHC Council. 
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The Council’s Course and Program Committee met several times with staff of the International 
Programs Office (IPO) regarding methods and criteria to evaluate study abroad courses for pre-approval 
as honors courses. IPO provided data on the number and majors of honors students studying abroad in 
each of the last six years and the IPO database of international course equivalencies. CHC provided data 
on the study abroad courses students have petitioned to fulfill honors requirements.  Consideration was 
held over following IPO staffing change. 

Other items discussed by the Honors Council included the academic and demographic profile of 
the new class of CHC first-year students, possible impacts that the University’s undergraduate online 
degree programs may have on CHC, the need for additional faculty to serve as scholarship application 
reviewers, new offering of the signature honors seminar Ideas That Change the World, Honors 201H, at 
the Mount Ida Campus in Newton during Summer 2019.  

Upon review and recommendation by the Course and Program Committee, the Honors Council 
approved the following honors courses:   

• Honors 223H (#5219), Metaphor & Creativity, 4 credits, conversion of an
experimental honors course to permanent honors course, also approved by the
General Education Council for AL designation, was approved for 3 years.

• Honors 224H (#5273), America at War, 4 credits, conversion of an experimental
honors course to permanent honors course, also approved by the General Education
Council for AL designation, was approved for 3 years.

• Honors 499CE & Honors 499DE (#5855 & 5857), The Evolution and Meaning of the
American Home (4+4 credits): 3-year approval.

• Honors 499CG & Honors 499DG (#5816 & 5817), American Struggles: Immigration
and Mass Incarceration (4+4 credits): 3- year approval.

• Political Science 384H (#5161), Terrorism, War, and Democracy, 4 credits,
conversion of an experimental honors course to permanent honors course, was
approved for 3 years.

Emergency approval was given on the basis of the concept proposal for a new 499-seminar in 
Political Science to substitute while the faculty member who teaches the usual thesis seminar is away on 
fellowship. A full proposal will be submitted for review in Fall 2019. 

On behalf of the Council, the Dean’s office reviewed 87 honors course or colloquia proposals, 
between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019.  This included 9 new honors versions of departmental courses, 
33 new honors colloquia proposals from departments, 29 re-approvals of honors courses, and 16 re-
approvals of honors colloquia.   

Note: The above statistics were compiled from a report in the UMass Course and Curriculum 
Management System (CCMS) titled “Proposals Reviewed by Dean or Council” 
(https://cps.provost.umass.edu/umacps/report/reportHonorsChangesOrReviews) and provided under 
“Honors Reports” in the “Reports” tab.  However, when honors course proposals in CCMS are manually 
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rerouted, they may not appear on the report.  Therefore, the number of honors course proposals reviewed 
and approved may have been higher than that reported above. 

Between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019, the Academic Standards Committee of the Honors 
Council reviewed and approved 420 Honors Independent Study proposals, 329 individually contracted 
499Y Research proposals, and 347 individually contracted 499T Thesis proposals and/or 499P Project 
proposals.  Eighty-eight percent of 499Y/T/P proposals were reviewed and registered before the end of 
Add/Drop.  Among the Honors Independent Studies, 150 were for standalone 3-6 credit projects, and 270 
were to add 1-2 credits of enrichment to a standard course; 87 percent of standalone Honors Independent 
Study proposals and 79 percent of course enrichment proposals were registered before the end of 
Add/Drop.   

Honors Council members assisted in review and evaluation of applications for Research Assistant 
Fellowships and Honors Research Grants resulting in awards of $134,543 to 204 CHC students.  The 
fellowships support students assisting faculty on research projects, while the grants support students’ own 
research under the guidance of a faculty member.  Students applying for research grants must submit a 
research proposal, endorsed by their faculty sponsor, for competitive review. 
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