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GRADUATE  COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Graduate Council recommends approval of this proposal. 
 
 

Please describe your proposal: 
 
We are modifying our M.S. thesis degree. The changes do not alter the total 32 credit hours 
students need for graduation. Here are the following minor adjustments: 
  
1.  Drop the requirement for 1 cognate course (outside the department course). 
2.  Include hours associated with journal clubs as part of the total credit hours students 
need for their degree completion. 
3.  Modify the academic deficiencies that admitted students are required to satisfy. 
4.  Modify the level of graduate courses that students can take for their degree completion 
(i.e., KIN 500, KIN 600, etc.). 
 



                                  Sen. Doc. No. 21-069 

Please describe the existing program requirements, listing all required courses and available 
electives, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies. 
 
 Our current M.S. thesis program is a total of 32 credit hours. The total hours consist of the 
following: 
  
-     Statistics course, 3 credits 
-     KIN 891 (Grad Seminar), 4 credits (1 credit for 4 semesters) 
-     KIN 600, 1 credit 
-     KIN 500 level course #1, 3 credits 
-     KIN 500 level course #2, 3 credits 
-     KIN 500 – 800 level course #1, 3 credits 
-     Cognate course outside of department, 3 credits 
-     KIN 500 – 800 level course #2 or 2nd cognate course, 3 credits 
-     KIN 698A (Thesis Proposal), 3 credits 
-     KIN 699 (Thesis), 6 credits 
  
For cognate courses, students can take any course on campus that the student and their 
advisor select to be relevant to the student’s degree. 
  
Additional requirements:  Graduate students are required to register each semester for 
journal clubs within the Kinesiology Department. Currently, Journal club credit hours 
currently DO NOT count as part of the total 32 credit hours that students are required to 
take. 
  
Admission policy: Our department requires all M.S. students to be well-rounded in basic 
areas within the field. If not present in their background preparation prior to admission, 
the student is required to address the following Academic Deficiencies within the M.S. 
program: Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanics, Movement 
Neuroscience, and Physical Activity and Health. 
   
 
Please describe the requirements that you are proposing, listing course requirements, elective 
options, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies. 
 
The new course work is still a total of 32 credit hours and consists of the following: 
  
-     Statistics course, 3 credits 
-     KIN 891 (Grad Seminar), 4 credits (1 credit for 4 semesters) 
-     Journal club (options: KIN 675, KIN 697E, KIN 697R), 1 credit for 4 semesters = 4 
credits 
-     KIN 600 or KIN 597KP, 3 credits (this course was recently converted from 1 credit to 3 
credits) 
-     KIN 500 – 800 level course #1 (inside area), 3 credits 
-     KIN 500 – 800 level course #2 (outside area), 3 credits 
-     KIN 500 – 800 level course #3 or Cognate course, 3 credits 
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-     KIN 698A (Thesis Proposal), 3 credits 
-     KIN 699 (Thesis), 6 credits 
  
NOTE: Within the Kinesiology department, there are 4 areas of research (Biomechanics, 
Exercise Physiology, Movement Neuroscience, Physical Activity and Health). Inside area 
refers to student’s primary research area of concentration within the department and 
outside area refer to the other three areas within the department. 
  
Additional requirements: NONE 
  
Admission policy: Academic Deficiency will only consist of 1 academic year of Anatomy 
and Physiology. 
 
Please provide the rationale for these revisions. 
 
The main object of our changes is to decrease time to degree completion without 
compromising rigor and they will be achieved through the following changes and rationale. 
  
1.  Adding journal club credits (a total of 4 credits) to total credits needed for degree. In 
order to do this, we will drop the requirement for 1 cognate course (outside the department 
course). 
  
Rationale: Graduate students are required to register each semester for journal clubs (KIN 
675, KIN 697E, KIN 697R) within our department. Currently, Journal club credit hours 
DO NOT count as part of the total 32 credit hours that students are required to take.  We 
are modifying our program to give credits for the journal club that students are already 
taking, but not getting credit for. 
  
2.  With the exception of academic deficiency in Anatomy and Physiology, we are dropping 
all other deficiencies. 
  
Rationale: Incoming students are exposed to courses within our department. There are 
several basic 500-level courses that students can take for the M.S. degree. The 
recommendation for incoming students with deficiencies will be to take these courses. 
  
3.  Broadening the courses students can take at specific levels  (e.g., KIN 500, KIN 600, 
etc.). 
  
Rationale: This change will enable maximum flexibility in tailoring the courses to the needs 
and interests of the students. 
  
The proposed revision to our M.S. Thesis program is designed to streamline our program 
to make it possible for students to graduate from the program within 2 – 2.5 years i instead 
of the currently more common 3 years. 
   
Academic Requirements Review 
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Graduate school states that this question (Academic Requirements Review) is currently in 
pilot testing phase for Graduate Programs. Currently, Kinesiology Department is not part 
of the pilot testing. 
 
     
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this 
proposal requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals 
involving instruction, indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the 
courses have room to accommodate them. 
 
No additional resources are needed as these are minor revisions to our existing program. 
 
Attachments: 
 
 None 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Revision of the Degree Program In 
33-21 Master of Science in Kinesiology (Thesis Option) as presented in Sen Doc. 

No. 21-069 


