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GRADUATE  COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

The Graduate Council recommends approval of this proposal. 

Please describe your proposal 

The purpose of this proposal is to add a 1-credit, graded course to the curriculum of the 
MS in Nutrition program. The course, SPHHS#600: Great Challenges in Public Health & 
Health Sciences II, was developed in response to new requirements laid out by the Council 
on Education in Public Health (CEPH). In 2016, CEPH developed 12 new foundational 
learning objectives required of all students entering graduate programs housed within the 
school in subject areas outside of the public health focus. In order for the School of Public 
Health and Health Sciences to maintain accreditation, these foundational objectives needed 
to be included in the MS in Nutrition program curriculum. 

The Nutrition department, in cooperation with the School of Public Health and Health 
Sciences, agreed that adding a course was the best way to incorporate the objectives into 
the degree, without changing individual coursework. The 1-credit course (SPHHS#600) was 
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then developed and submitted to the faculty senate (proposal # 7262.) The course has one 
module covering each of the 12 foundational learning objectives and must be completed by 
all students admitted to the MS degree in Nutrition program. 

Please describe the existing program requirements, listing all required courses and available 
electives, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies. 

1. Course Requirements:
Please see the attached document "MS in Nutrition Course Requirements", which lists all
pre-requisites, required core courses, elective courses, and accumulative experience
requirement for our MS-thesis, MS-non thesis, MS-non thesis/DPD, and a 4+1 Accelerated
MS Program. The SPHHS#600 1-credit course has been added as a required course.

2. Graduate Admissions:
The admission requirements of the Graduate School include Completed Graduate School
Application and Forms; GPA > 2.75; official transcripts from all colleges attended; and
two letters of reference. In addition, all foreign students must take the Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) or other English Proficient test as approved by the graduate
school. Prerequisite courses (or equivalent) required for admission include general
chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry, anatomy and physiology, microbiology,
statistics, and basic nutrition.

3. Description of sub-programs:
The Master of Science program prepares graduates for careers in research, clinical
nutrition, community nutrition, and nutrition education, or for doctoral studies in
nutrition. The Master of Science (M.S.) in Nutrition provides advanced nutrition
competencies and skills for application in clinical, research, and group settings.

The M.S. program offers both a thesis and a non-thesis option. The M.S. thesis option is 
designed for students who are interested in pursuing research or an advanced degree. 
Students wishing to continue on in a Ph.D. program should follow the thesis option. 
Candidates who elect the M.S. thesis option must meet the requirements for a thesis, 
including pursuit of original research. The M.S. non-thesis option is designed for students 
who are not interested in pursuing research. Instead, students take additional courses, 
including a graduate seminar in which they identify a topic, review the literature, and 
present a synthesis of their findings. 

The Nutrition Department also offers a M.S. non-thesis/DPD option, which is designed for 
students who are not interested in pursuing research but wish to become a Registered 
Dietitian (RD). Such students will complete coursework, as well as additional dietetics 
classes, as required by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. All graduate DPD students 
will earn their Verification Statement through the undergraduate DPD program. 

The purpose of the 4+1 Accelerated M.S. Program is to enable undergraduate students to 
complete the requirements for a B.S. and M.S. degree in less calendar time than would be 
required through normal sequential enrollment. This intensive program is targeted toward 
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high achieving undergraduate students who are seeking a quicker path to a graduate 
degree. Students interested in the accelerated M.S. program must apply to the Graduate 
School for admission and acceptance into the M.S. program. Admission into the 
accelerated master’s program will be decided by the Nutrition Department Graduate 
Admissions Committee. Students graduating from this program will earn both a B.S. and 
an M.S. degree. Students interested in this program should contact both the 
Undergraduate and Graduate advisors. 

Please describe the requirements that you are proposing, listing course requirements, elective 
options, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies. 

This proposal seeks only to add the one-credit SPHHS#600: Great Challenges in Public 
Health and Health Sciences II course into the MS in Nutrition curriculum. The program is 
otherwise unchanged from the description above. 

The course can be waived by any student who completed a BS in Nutrition program with 
UMass Amherst, and took SPHHS#150: Great challenges in Public Health and Health 
Sciences I (Proposal #6566). Admissions policies/requirements will not be affected. 

Please provide the rationale for these revisions. 

This course is being added to the curriculum in response to new learning objectives set in 
place by the Council on Education in Public Health (CEPH) so that the School of Public 
Health and Health Sciences can meet the requirements. 

If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this 
proposal requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals 
involving instruction, indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the 
courses have room to accommodate them. 

The proposal required funds for new course development. Funds were made available for 
course development and paid via CPE revenue and the Dean’s office. No state money was 
used. The course will be taught by an instructor assigned by SPHHS as part of his/her on-
load teaching responsibilities. The course is open to all MS/MA/Ph.D./AUD students within 
SPHHS and as such anticipated enrollment is 30-60 per semester, including the summer. 
The course will be able to accommodate this number of students. 

Attachments: 

1. MS in Nutrition Course Requirements

MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Revision of the Degree Program 
33-21  Master of Science in Nutrition as presented in Sen Doc. No. 21-067
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