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The Rules Committee proposes that the Faculty Senate adopt the following resolution: 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic posed the greatest infectious disease challenge in a century, forcing 

everyone to work differently.  Every college and university around the country experienced 

severe limitations on face-to-face teaching, residential living, dining operations, and on-

campus events; significant reductions in laboratory and research activity; and a vast 

acceleration in adoption of internet-enabled remote technologies to continue teaching, 

advising, and counseling students.  Individual college and university responses were 

broadly similar though differed in detail, sometimes because of their own characteristics, 

location, and needs and sometimes in response to the public health emergency measures 

adopted by the governor of the state where they are located. 

 

Added to the health challenges were the serious social challenges posed by nationwide 

reckoning with individual and structural racism, political polarization, and economic 

recession caused by efforts to slow the spread of Covid-19.  

 

It is the sense of the Faculty Senate that the campus has met these challenges successfully.  

While acknowledging that there were errors at particular moments, we believe that the 

consultative processes put in place for dealing with the pandemic averted other errors and 

provided quicker error-correction than would otherwise have occurred. 
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The Faculty Senate expresses its gratitude to the Chancellor, campus leadership, and all 

members of the campus community for their contributions to meeting the challenges.  We 

commend in particular the Institute for Applied Life Sciences Clinical Testing Center and  

the Public Health and Nursing students who provided asymptomatic testing or 

administered vaccines; the Public Health Promotion Center for its work in providing 

information and coordinating public health measures; the staff in all parts of campus who 

bore the burdens of shorter or longer furloughs and additional work as vacancies went 

unfilled; and the many students, staff, faculty, and administrators who devoted 

considerable time in multiple working groups providing detailed recommendations to the 

Planning and Implementation Groups that developed the constantly evolving responses to 

Covid-19 that have brought the university through this challenging period. 

 

 

MOTION That the Faculty Senate adopt the Resolution on the University in Covid-19 

31-21  Times 


